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MR, W NDHAM

Good norni ng, everyone. For
t he board nmenbers -- we're not
calling the neeting to order yet.
There he -- calling this neeting
to order of the Louisiana Board
of Commerce and Industry to
receive coments fromthe public,
guestions and conmments fromthe
board nenbers concerning the
proposed rules. For the board
menbers that have never net in
this room |I'mgoing to give you
alittle overview. There's a
little button down here that if
you push it it makes it green.

If it's green you are live, soO --
and then | have a nmute all button
and shoul d overri de.

Al right. Wth that, we'll
call to order. Melissa, please
take roll call for us.

M5. SORRELL:

Robert Adley. Richard
Hartl ey.
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MR HARTLEY:
Her e.
MS. SORRELL:

Neil -- Representative

Abr anmson. MIlie Atkins.

MS. ATKI NS:

Her e.

M5. SORRELL:
Mayor Brasseaux.
MR BRASSEAUX:
Her e.

M5. SORRELL:
Represent ati ve Car nody.
MR CARMODY:

Her e.

M5. SORRELL:
Yvette Col a.

M5, COLA:

Her e.

MR, COLEMAN:

Maj or Col eman. Ricky Fabra.

Manny Faj ardo. Jerry Jones.

MR JONES:
Her e.
MS. SORRELL:
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Heat her Mal one.

MS. MALONE:

Here. Senator
MIler.

MR M LLER

Her e.

MS. SORRELL:

Jan Mol er.

MR. MOLLER

Her e.

MS. SORRELL:

Senat or Chabert.

Pi er son.
MR. Pl ERSON:
Present .
M5. SORRELL:
Scott Richard.
MR RI CHARD:
Her e.
MS. SORRELL:

Martiny. Robby

Secretary

Danny Shexnaydr e.

VR. SHEXNAYDRE:
Her e.
MS5. SORRELL:

Ronni e Sl one.

Bobby
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WIllians. Steve W ndham

MR W NDHAM

Her e.

MS. SORRELL:

Dr. Wlson. W have a
quor um

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you. First | would
like to thank everyone for com ng
to this neeting. Your input is
I nportant and is val ued.

Secondly, | would Iike to let the
peopl e that may not know t hat
Robert Adl ey had surgery in

Fl orida and there were
conplications, so he is currently
in an inpatient rehab. | do not
know the details. So if y'all
can all keep himin your prayers
that woul d be really nice.

The purpose of this neeting,
|"mgoing to go over the fornmat
of how we're going to proceed.
W're going to identify -- we did

aroll call.
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The purpose of this neeting
IS to receive public comments on
the proposed rules. Secretary
Pierson is going to give us an
overview of the rules, which was
published in the May 2018
Loui si ana Regi ster. Comments and
gquestions fromthe board nenbers
wi Il then be entertained and
responded to. Comments and
questions by the public wll be
heard, and | believe we have 15
peopl e that want to make
coments. 15 to 20, so | think
we can give people three m nutes
for their cooments to be nade.
woul d encour age people to stay on
point, and, if possible, not to
be repetitive of what may have
been sai d before unl ess you just
want to come up and say ditto,
you know, | agree with what the
previ ous individual said because
once the comment is made it's

recei ved and under st ood and
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val ued by us.

Upcom ng dates and deadl i nes.
June 22nd is the deadline to
submt witten coments and they
are submtted to the Departnent.
On June 25th at 9:30 LED w ||
hold a public hearing pursuant to
the Adm nistrative Procedures
Act. Al of the board nenbers
are invited to attend and all
public are invited to attend and
do value the input that is given.
On June 27th at the Board of
Commer ce and I ndustry regul ar
neeting include full board
consi deration to nove forward and
approve the proposed change --
changes, and then we wi |l adjourn
fromtoday's neeting. So that's
kind of the overview

As you guys know, our first
nmeeting was seven hours. W do
not intend to be here for seven
hours. Wth 20 comment cards |

don't think we could be here for
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20 hours -- | nean, seven hours,
so with that 1'mgoing to give
the floor to our illustrious
secretary, M. Don Pierson.

MR. Pl ERSON:

Thank you, M. Wndham Don
Pi erson. Secretary of Loui siana
Econom ¢ Devel opnent. Thank you
for your attendance today and the
process and the proposed rul es.
This is an inportant date, one of
two public hearings that we'l|l
conduct, and we are | ooking
forward to receiving public
comrents on the proposed rul es.
W want to nake sure that we stay
on that topic regarding the
proposed rules. Wuld also note
that this neeting is being video
recorded so that we will be able
to post it on alink providing a
full accounting for board nenbers
or others, nenbers of the public
that are not avail abl e here

today. | understand that the



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O b~ W N P

N N N NN NP P P P P P P PP
g » W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N PP O

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

May 22, 2018
Page 10

techni cal capacities that we have
wi ||l be recorded, processed today
turned over to LED tonorrow,
possi bly, so the link should be
up and live. | will tell you by
Thursday we'll do our very best
to make that a quick and
efficient process.

Proceeding now with just a
qui ck recap of the proposed
rul es, what we seek to achieve
t hrough their adoption, this, of
course, was done in concert wth
many conversations with many
st akehol ders fromthe nonth of
Decenber through March and
beyond. They conti nue today,
actually, but what we arrived at
woul d be a nuch i nproved program
in my opinion, and the features
of that are that the Exhibit A
whi ch is the pledge by the
corporation which is seeking an
exenption of what they wll

provide to the comunity, and
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that will be in terns of their
proposed capital expenditures
i nvestnent that they will nmake.
It will be in terns of the nunber
of jobs they will nake avail abl e,
the wages that is associated with
those jobs. That include a
heal t hcare benefit, by the way,
and also the termof the
agreenent, which would be of ten
or nore years. The previous
Exhibit A was a nmuch | engthier
docunent. We sat down in concert
w th stakehol ders, reviewed it
and tried to bring about a nore
user friendly docunent, and |
beli eve that the agreenent now is
approxi mately 50 percent | ess
nunber of pages than the previous
edition. If I'"'mnot mstaken it
went from sonething like 26 to
13.

The next major feature of the
proposed rules wll change the

yield of the program As you nay
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recall, the constitutional
created Industrial Tax Exenption
programat a ten year one hundred
percent exenption, and froma
communi ty stakehol der vi ewpoi nt

t hat nmeant revenues fromthat

i nvestnment mllage's would begin
to cone to the community in year
el even.

Gover nor John Bel Edwards
enacted an executive order which
changed the yield to a five year
one hundred percent abatenent
followed by a three year term at
an 80 percent abatenent. |f you
do cal cul ati ons around that that
yield is approximately 75 percent
of the previous program and
associated with that specific
yield revenues begin to flowto
the community in terns of mllage
receipts in year six. Wth the
adoption of this rule change, the
yield will becone ten years at 80

percent abatenent given the
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community's inpacted opt end.
Those being the sheriff, the
school board, parish governnent
and the case of nunicipality,
participating nunicipality. So
it's a significant change, and
when revenues began to flowto
the community fromyear eleven to
year six to now proposed that the
communi ty i npacted by the
I nvest nent woul d begin to receive
revenues in year one.

Finally, the inportant
el ement of the | ocal voice, and
t hese characteristics that are
represented in the proposed rule
changes don't change.
Accountability feature that was
placed into this by the Governor
remai ns the sane represented by
Exhi bit A, the agreenent, and
al so the local voice as to
choosi ng whether to participate
i n the abatenent or not renains

Wi th those governnental agenci es.
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What changes is the process.
Previous to now, this board was
accepted conpl eted applications
whi ch included both Exhibit A and
Exhibit B. Exhibit B being the
groupi ng of adopted resol utions
comng fromthe school board, the
pari sh governnent and a letter

I ndi cating support or not support
fromthe sheriff. At that point
t he | ocal governnent agencies
were required to eval uate and

t hen pass or not pass a
resol uti on of support.

In the new set of rules, the
Board of Commerce and | ndustry
backed by the LEDC staff wll
fully evaluate all of the
proposal s as we have in the past,
and they wll include Exhibit A,
and then this board wll then
provide what | wll refer to as
initial approval. In other
wor ds, the approval of board

after review that the proposed
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I nvest ment neets the
qual i fications manufacturing job
creation or retention, etc., and
then we woul d provide i medi ate
notice to all of the inpacted
agenci es and include a new
addition on that |ist of
notification to the assessors.

Upon notification, the | ocal
gover nnent al agency has 30 days
in which to act if they seek to
have di scourse regarding
consideration of this they can
nove to have it placed on their
agenda within a 30 day tinefrane
whi ch should allow for the nornal
cycle of public neeting for that
gover nnent al agency and then
should the item be placed on the
agenda at the follow ng neeting,
they will vote the request for
exenption up or down.

In this way within 60 days,
LEDC, the corporation, the public

know what the outcone of the
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proposed exenption is. In fact,
if no action is taken by any of
t he governnmental agencies then it
i ndi cates their support, and
within 30 days it is possible to
conmuni cate that certainty of the
exenption to a corporation.

The communities and
gover nnent al agencies can rely on
the eval uation and the
qual i fication of the program
comng to them for consideration
as it is pass nuster both with
LEDC and Board of Commerce and
| ndustry, so we're trying to
pl ace the eval uati on process, the
anal ysis process in the hands of
the professionals and sinply
allow the | ocal communities to
det er m ne whet her or not they
choose to participate in the
abat enent .

That is the general rundown
of the proposed rules. Certainly

if there are nore technical
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guestions we'll be prepared to
entertain those fromyou today,
but they have been provided at

t he opportunityl oui si ana. com
website, and you can click there
to see a marked up set of the
rules for those that woul d seek
to have specific technical
guestions resol ved.

In a nonent | wll open up
the first opportunity for
comments and questions by the
board, but | would like to take
this nonment to read into the
record the receipt of witten
communi cations that have cone to
t he Departnent expressing support
for these proposed rul e changes.
Each one of these letters
I ndi cates support and urges the
Board of Commerce and I ndustry to
adopt these rules. A nunber of
them al so suggest changes t hat
they would like to see in the

future. | believe that a well
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run organi zation shoul d al ways be
reviewing its prograns, and so |
woul d hope that we would continue
to consider changes to prograns,
and that includes continue review
and possible revision in the
future of this, but I would al so
be m ndful that we have a
carefully crafted conprom se of
many good i deas and suggesti ons
that is on the table today and
that what | will call this
programis ITEP 2.0 in that it's
the next version follow ng the
Governor's executive order, and
that in the future you woul d
propose revisions to this set of
rules, and | would call that |TEP
3.0, so with that said, again, a
nunber of these organizations may
have included comments that |
woul d attribute to I TEP 3.0, but

t hese are all inclusive of

| anguage that says | urge the

Board of Commrerce and Industry to
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adopt these proposed rul es as
soon as possi bl e.

| wll now read these into
the record and we will have the
witten copies available. W're
goi ng to put themtogether
el ectronically into a PDF file
and they wll be available for
I nspection, and they wll be
provi ded as appropriate in
conpliance with the
Adm ni strative Procedures Act as
wel | .

A rem nder that this doesn't
end the period for witten
comments. We will continue to
recei ve those through 22 June.

| will now quickly read
t hrough these. I n support,
Greater New Oleans Inc., Mchael
Heck. Mayor Steven Nosacka, Town
of Granercy. Commttee of 100,

M chael Aivier. Parish of St.
Janmes, Parish President Tinothy

Roussel | . d en Waguespack,
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Assessor. George Nassif (ph),
school board President. WIllie
Martin, sheriff. Ed Shane,
superintendent. And Ryan Loch,
council chair. Geater Bossier
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Foundati on,
Davi d Rocket. Committee of 100,
Board of Directors, Shreveport
Bossi er, Regi nal d Abrans.

Sout hern Credit, Jessie
Broderi ck. Sout hwest Econom c
Devel opnment Al liance, CGeorge
Swift. Wayne Brown. Chairman of
the Board, Brown Builders. Frank
Fink representing the St. Mary
Pari sh government. World Trade
Center, New Ol eans, Catelyn
Cain, executive director. Thonas
Spears, chairman. Eddi e Hayes,
co-chair policy commttee. Ben
Billings, co-chair policy
commttee. Didier Consultant,
Dal e Powers, Madi son Parish Port.
Patrick Murphy, South Loui siana

econom ¢ council. Vic Lafont,
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Caddo Parish school board. Steve
Rail. Solutions through Science,
Jude Norton. Louisiana Anmoni a
Producers, Dwayne Lee. St.

Charl es Parish, Felicia Gonez

Wal ker, superintendent. G eg
Chanpagne, sheriff. Larry
Cochran, parish president.
Econom ¢ devel opnent. M chael
Tom i nson, port of south
Loui si ana. Paul Aucoin, river
regi on Chanber of Commerce. Kim
Bour geoi s chairnman of the board,
Loui si ana | ndustrial Devel opnment
Executive Associ ation, Wanda
Curiole. Dow Chem cal, Tomy
Fourcier. ExxonMbil, Malory
Lebl anc. Loui si ana resident,

G oria McConnor. Didier

Consul tants, Rhonda Boat ner.
ExxonMobi | Fuel s and Lubri cants,
Sherry Evans. Loui si ana
residents, D ck Tal bot.
ExxonMobi | Bat on Rouge conpl ex,
Meredi th Meaux. ExxonMobil, Troy
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Carter. Advanced consul ting,
Janes Leonard, Don Alison.
ExxonMobi | Enpl oyee Tray Ball .
Chai rman Bat on Rouge north
econom ¢ devel opnent district,
Ronald Smth. East Baton Rouge
Pari sh President. Northeast
Loui si ana Econom c Alliance,
Tenner Rachelle. G eater Baton
Rouge Industry Alliance |ISC
Constructors, LLC, Collins Rang,
Vi ce-President. M ke Thonas

seni or vice president of the
north Anmerican operation.

Central Loui siana econom c

devel opnent alliance, Jim
Clinton. Tangi pahoa econom ¢
foundati on, Cangel osi. Loui siana
chem cal association, Geg
Bowser. | OP Constructors,

M chael Akey. Ascension Parish
Econom c Devel opnent Cor porati on,
Kate McArthur. Regional econonic
alliance of Louisiana, Jim

Clinton, chairman. Baton Rouge
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area chanber, central Loui siana
econom ¢ devel opnent authority,
Greater New Ol eans, Inc.
Nor t heast Loui si ana Econom c

Al l i ance, One Acadi ana, south
Loui si ana econom ¢ counsel,

sout hwest Loui si ana chanber.
Loui si ana Associ ati on of Busi ness
and I ndustry, Waguespack.
ExxonMobi |, Pam Key. Loui si ana
resident, Kinberly Paul,
Loui si ana resident, Herbert
Vanhorn. Loui siana resident,
Dustin Speck. Loui siana

resi dent, Stephani e Canpbell.
Loui si ana resident, Jason
Canpbel | . Loui si ana resident,
Ri chard Tullis. Louisiana
resident, Jilian Schul er.
Loui si ana resident, Earl Hi nel.
Loui si ana resident, Matthew
Hammond.  Loui si ana resi dent,
Dillon Cranmer. Louisiana
resident, Jona Lee. Louisiana

resident, Ryan Canal. Loui siana
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resi dent, Donna Ray. Loui siana
resi dent, Anna Thomas. Loui siana
resi dent, Barbara Becoram
Loui si ana resi dent, Chad Aspears.
Loui si ana resident, Eric
Vol i nseo. Loui si ana resident,
John Big. Louisiana resident,
Scott Brown. Louisiana resident,
Danny Boui on. Loui si ana

resi dent, Dougl as Mel ancon.
Loui si ana resident, Ryan

Whi ttington. Louisiana resident,
Char| es Dabney. Loui si ana

resi dent, Jason Ansley.

Loui si ana resident, Stephanie
Cargile. Louisiana resident,
Janes Labong. Loui siana
resident, Jody Britt. Louisiana
resident, M chael Copski.

Loui siana resident, diff Mount.
Loui si ana resident, Leo Chapel.
Loui si ana resident, Kathy
Gal | i ano. Loui si ana resident,

@ oria Maconda. Loui siana
resident, Cheryl Bian. And
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Loui si ana resident, Kevin
Ber ger on.

Those are the organi zati ons,
i ndividuals, elected officials
that have -- during this first 30
day tinefrane fromthe 25th of
April when the rul es were posted
have revi ewed and expressed
support, and, again, | would
i ndicate that as you revi ew
letters you will likely see on a
nunber of themthat they do have
suggestions for ITEP 3.0, but at
this tinme urge the board to adopt
the rules as proposed.

That concl udes the readi ng of
the witten comments into the
record that we have received so
far at LED, and at this tine |
woul d entertain coments and
guestions by the board.

MR W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Secretary. Do
any of the board nenbers have

questions of the secretary
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concerni ng the proposed changes?

MR JONES:

One question. M. Pierson,
you had nentioned that the rules
will allow for nmunicipality which
may be in the parish to weigh in
on the issues, and |I should know
the answer to this and | do not.
If a nmunicipality is not
recei ving ad val oremtaxes do
they have the ability to have a
say in that matter or only those
muni ci palities that have passed
and receiving ad val orem t axes.

MR. Pl ERSON:

The exenption is focused on
mllage's, so if the municipality
received no mllage's, it would
be ny understandi ng they woul d
not be a requirenent for the
process.

MR JONES:

Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM

Any ot her questions by any of
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t he board nmenbers? | believe this
IS a good nove in the right
direction. | believe the changes
that are being proposed wll
provide the ability for entities
to make cal cul ated deci si ons and
at least put into the equation an
answer so that Louisiana can
conpete across a variety of

I ndustries. | think parts of the
past have been sone of the
uncertainty for the industries as
they nove forward with the
project, and many of us know t hat
have done this, Econom c

Devel opnment for a very long tine,
it is an elimnation process, SO
as projects are considered by
busi nesses and i ndustries, we
want to nake sure that we stay on
the list, and the Governor's
office believe this is a good
nove. It does allow entities to
receive dollars into the coffers

when project is announced in the
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begi nni ng as opposed to waiting
until the six years, as the
secretary nentioned. It provides
a much thinned down | egal

docunent that we believe in
reading it and from sone of the
attorneys that | have spoken with
makes it a little nore streamine
so that it doesn't have sone of
the ancillary requirenents that
may have been required before
just to be in conpliance with the
docunent, you know, being a CPA,
so that is areally good thing in
there and it still gives the

| ocal s the opportunity to express
their voice. It's just not on
the front end. It's after the
prof essional s, the conpanies, the
state have cone together and
determ ne that the project is a
good investnent fromthe state's
perspective. The economc

devel opnent -- devel opers at the

| ocal level bring these projects
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to the communities and they are
the experts in that area. So the
ot her elected officials nmay not
have the experi enced background
to make those decisions, so now
we're just lending a | ocal
expertise, Board of Conmerce and
| ndustry's input and voice into
the project and then giving the

| ocals the ability to voice their
approval or disapproval, but it's
gi ven the conpanies a tineline
that they can work with. So
kudos to the staff for those

pul ling these kind of rules
together. It is a conprom se
fromwhere we were before.

Any ot her questions or
coments fromthe board nenbers?
Al right. [If there are any
nmenbers of the public who have
not submtted a card, | encourage
you to do so now so we can nake
sure we hear your coments. You

can give themto Melissa or to
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Tham or to anyone on the front
row here on the right hand side.

Wth that, we'll open this up
to the -- for the coments on the
rul es.

First | would like to invite
M. JimPatterson representing
LABI. And | guess part of the
process here is so | don't have
to read everything and we don't
want to be repetitive. | wll
invite your nane up and you cone
up and tell us who you represent
and what your comments are. |f
possi bl e, please keep it to three
m nutes. Wth nodern technol ogy,
| can count. Al right. Pl ease,
M. Patterson.

MR. PATTERSON:

Thank you, Chairnman W ndham
and M. Secretary, nenbers of the
commttee, | amJimPatterson. |
amw th Loui si ana Associ ati on of
Busi ness and | ndustry known as

LABI . | serve as Vice President
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of governnment rel ations and tax
counsel director. | want to begin
by thanking the secretary for
havi ng reached out to us as well
as others within the business
community to solicit our input
regardi ng the program and the
need for changes to include that
program W were -- pretty sure

that's not three m nutes.

MR. W NDHAM
No. That's not. Sorry.
MR JONES:

Technol ogy i s good. User,
maybe not so good.

MR, W NDHAM

W'l add a few nore seconds.

MR, PATTERSON:

| appreciate that. Alittle
extra tinme at they say in soccer.
So we very nmuch appreciate the
secretary for giving us this
opportunity for input. W do
bel i eve that these changes are

going to inprove the way that the



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O b~ W N P

N N N NN NP P P P P P P PP
g » W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N PP O

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

May 22, 2018
Page 32

program operates and nake it nore
attractive to certain industries,
and we very nmuch want to
congratul ate you on bringing us
to this point.

As you have indicated, there
Is a desire for nore change. W
did submt a nunber of pages
wort h of changes that we thought
needed to be nmade, many of which
are not part of these changes,
and we understand those reasons,
but do | ook forward to working
with the secretary, the
adm ni stration, the board to
continue to inprove the program
and make it nore palatable to the
manuf act ur er s.

We are concerned that with
the econom c vi brance in our
country that Louisiana may not be
properly positioned to be a part
of that, and we don't want to
| ose that opportunity, and we

think that this is an inportant
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step in that direction. W hope
to work with the |egislature as
regards to changes comng forth
to make sure that we do no harm
in terns of the attractiveness of
our state to business devel opnent
expansion to the growth of | obs.
That is what we want to see
happen. W believe that this is
a good first step. And, again,
commend you, M. Secretary. W
t hank you, the board, for
deli berating this, and we | ook
forward to, as | said, working
with you as we endeavor to
continue to inprove this program
Thank you.

MR W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Patterson.
Next we'll have Dal e Powers. All
right. Thank you. Next we'll
have Tyler Gay. Tyler Gay in
t he audi ence.

MR GRAY:

Ri ght here. Good norni ng.



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O b~ W N P

N N N NN NP P P P P P P PP
g » W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N PP O

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

May 22, 2018
Page 34

M. Secretary, Board of Commerce
and I ndustry nenbers, ny nane is
Tyler Gray. |'mthe general
counsel for the Louisiana Md
Continent Gl and Gas

Associ ation. Qur nenbership
represents both refiners and L&G
conpanies in the state, and I am
here today, and | do apol ogi ze
for not submtting a comrent

bef orehand, but | do have a
letter that | would like to enter
into the record that basically
says we want to please urge
you-all to adopt these rules as
fast as possible. W do
recogni ze that there is an
opportunity to inprove at sone

pl aces and we will submt

addi tional comments asking for
clarification in sone areas of
the rules, but at this point we
do ask and urge you to adopt them
as soon as possi ble. Thanks so

much.



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O b~ W N P

N N N NN NP P P P P P P PP
g » W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N PP O

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

May 22, 2018
Page 35

MR W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Gay. Next we
have Dougl as Mel ancon.

MR, MELANCON:

Good norning. Dougl as
Mel ancon. ExxonMobi |l enpl oyee.
| work in the environnent group
at the Baton Rouge conplex. |'m
a lifelong Louisiana resident.
Graduated fromLSU, stayed in
Bat on Rouge. My wife is a teacher
in the East Bat on Rouge school
system | livein Md City and
|"ve raised two kids in Baton
Rouge and we are proud to be from
Baton Rouge. | urge you to
support LED s new gui del i nes.
This wll encourage econom c
devel opnent and nmake for a
predi ctable stable tax climate,
which is a key consideration for
conpani es considering future
I nvestnments. Continue econom c
growt h and prosperity depends on

a busi ness environnent that
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encour ages capital investnent and
creates jobs. | want Louisiana's
econony to prosper and grow.
ExxonMobi|l recently announced a
$50 billion in plan investnents
for the Gulf Coast. | want those
I nvestnents and opportunities to
come here to Baton Rouge. | want
to stay in Baton Rouge and | want
nmy children to stay in Baton
Rouge. We have to be -- we have
to be strategic. W have to be
conpetitive nowto allow for
future grow h and success.
Consider the jobs currently
created by ExxonMobil investnents
in our area. QGeater than 6,900
full time Exxon enpl oyees and
contractors consider the jobs
created by those jobs. These
j obs are the fuel that drive the
Bat on Rouge econony.

Lastly, as a enpl oyee and
sonmeone's whose entire career has

been spent in the environnmental
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regul atory world, ExxonMobil is
commtted to being a good source
of the environnment. W
under stand our responsibility to
this community and our conm t nent
to our right to operate. Thank
you.

MR. W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Mel ancon.
Next we have David Hunagriff.

MR FI NK:

| amsorry | couldn't open
before the day -- | am Frank
Fink. 1'mthe Director of
Econom ¢ Devel opnent for St. Mary
Parish, and so | do appreciate
the fact you did send Don a
coment letter already and in
general we have sone agreenent,
but we al so have -- we are going
to ask the board to consider
maybe sonme ot her things within
t he new rul es.

We do agree that the fact
that you shortened Exhibit A
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goi ng down to 13 pages that we
hope that you will continue to
shorten that because we may have
| ndustrial Tax Exenption projects
wi t h about 700,010 enpl oyees and
even the 13 page docunent woul d
be overwhelmng to them so we
hope that you consider shortening
that up. The proposal to adjust
the level, and the terns and the
magnitude is fine with us, we
don't have a problemw th that.
The request we have is why now do
we have a top down process that's
proposed by the departnent -- by
the departnent and the C& board.
The parish is a political

subdi vision that offers the

| ndustrial Tax Exenption to
manufacturers as it is set. |If
the benefits of that project in
our parish is seeking incentives
itself, we take a positive | ook
at it. Regardless of the state

still benefits fromthe
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manuf act uri ng expansi on t hrough
sal es tax and incone tax

coll ections, the proposed process
does not recognize parish

| eader shi p by going around parish
President directly to the parish
taxing authority. So what
suggestions would we |ike to nake
to you. W'd like youto

consi der that the parishes have a
| ocal option to determ ne
expansi on in your parish. The
state wll still have the
responsibility to produce Exhibit
A and to nonitor the process. 90
percent of the Industrial Tax
Exenption projects begin at the
parish level. The parish wll
eval uate the benefits to the

I ncentive and the expansion as
positive. W wll get our taxing
authorities to sign off and send
this to LEDC. This could take
off alot of tine in the process

and if LEDC approves of what we
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do in the Exhibit Ais put in

pl ace, we can go right ahead with
the C& board approval and send
it on to the Governor for his

si gnat ur e.

In St. Mary Parish, taxing
aut horities have granted
authority by resolution to the
pari sh President to act on their
behalf if the parish |evel
benefits exceed the incentive
offer for the project and the
pari sh President nust inform and
di scuss with each taxing
authorities designee. In
econom ¢ devel opnent terns, the
benefits of the project. O her
pari shes may have simlar systens
in place or develop a | ocal
option to facilitate, grant them
the Industrial Tax Exenption. |f
offering is not satisfactory |et
us suggest that the | ocal option
be considered for all projects
that qualify for ITEP wth a
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capi tal investnent bel ow $10
mllion. This will alleviate the
burden of the secretary and the
C& board of dealing with a nuch
smal l er | TEP proposals. Thank
you.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Fink.

MR, HUNAGRI FF:

Thank you, sir. Thank you
secretary. M nane is David
Hunagriff. [|'m St. Mary Parish
President, and like M. Fink said
prior to that, in 2016 the
Gover nor signed the executive
order and | thought it was a good
thing. Having local input into
t he process, which was trenendous
especially how we are truly the
one that are truly affected by
this. But in doing so
recogni ze right off the bat the
pitfalls that we're dealing with
As a businessman, | cringe at the

t hought of ny conpany or any
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ot her conpany having to go

bet ween -- before each of these
tax entities and have to sit and
ask perm ssion to get that
exenpti on because even through
this process as Frank Fink
nmentioned, it becones nore beyond
the nmerits of what your review --
the process of the application
whi ch of -- of which you are
requiring, it becones political,
so what we did was we went to
each and every taxing entity. The
five cities in St. Mary Pari sh;

t he school board and sheriff and
the city and parish council, and
out of that the total of 48

i ndi vidual s and only one voted
against it. They all gave ne the
authority to use their authority
in deciding this, and, again, why
IS this inportant because it
stream ines the process. |It's
the best of both worlds. It

brings it to the local |evel and
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in that resolution | amrequired
to discuss and i nform each
entity's designee, so everyone is
going to be inforned what is
going on and instead of this
process taking 60 days, we can do
it in 14.

So | suggest | ooking forward
trying to conbine the two, and
pari shes that have resource,
pari shes that are actually doing
what St. Mary Parish did can
stream i ne the process, getting
everyone on board, give that
authority to the Parish President
and with that parish having the
resources to their own analysis
at a certain level |like M. Frank
nmenti oned, pick a nunber, ten
mllion, five mllion, allow us
to start the process fromthe
bottom up and continue this so we
can streamn i ne for businesses.
Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM
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Thank you, sir. Next we have

Robert Berg.

MR. BERG
Ditto.
MR, W NDHAM

Thank you. Next we have Chad
| stre.

MR | STRE:

Good norni ng, everyone. |
like to say as Robert said ditto
and | am so happy this norning.
|"'m Chad Istre. |1'man
ExxonMobi | Enpl oyee for 20 years.
| am a 10th generation
Loui sianian married to an 8th
generation Louisianian with two
Loui si ani an children and woul d
| ove to stay here. |'mso
pl eased. Secretary Pierson what
you said, there is one foot that
sticks with nme, not every change
IS an i nprovenment but every
I nprovenent requires a change, |
| ove what you said. Every

organi zati on needs to | ook at
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Itself and nmake itself
continually better. | make

m st akes every day. | need to
keep doing better and better
until we get to eternity. And
Chai rman Wndham 1| |ike what you
said that this is good
conprom se. So | would say ditto.
|"m pl eased with what y'all are
doing. | think sonme things in
life work, sone things don't. And
| tell the story that when this
happened in 1936 when this was
first passed, and | asked peopl e
and sonetines they know and
sonetines they don't. If
sonething is going on in the
world in 1936 there is a big
demand for fuel across the world.
Does anybody know what it was?
Wrld War 11, right. And our
grandparents and great
grandparents passed this tax
referral programto attract

busi ness to give generational
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j obs here in Louisiana. Four of
the five ExxonMobil facilities
t hat have never been built here
if it weren't for that case.
Picked up in 1963 where we woul d
have got Disney Wrld but so be
it and let's not do that again.
80 years later when it is
overturned this is a conprom se
to get it back. Maybe this is
2.0 and maybe sone day we can get
that to 3.0. One of these boards
put together that we're now 12th
best in manufacturing
friendliness. W used to be No.
1. \Who goes for the record? Wo
goes to the 12th car deal ership
to get the 12th best deal and is
happy about it. It's the sane as
losing 11 tines over. Let's put
Loui siana first again. Thank
you. Ditto. | appreciate you.

MR. W NDHAM

Thank you. Next we have

Al exi s Hector.
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MB. HECTOR

Ditto.

MR W NDHAM

Thank you. Ms. D ane Hal ey
or Hadl ey?

MS. HANLEY:

Hanl ey.

MR W NDHAM

Hanl ey. | am so sorry.

MS. HANLEY:

My nane is D ane Hanley and |
really appreciate having these
three mnutes, and | thank you
for telling nme that you val ue ny
opinion. You are going to hear a
| ot of different opinions from
mne, and so | would really |ike
mne in the record. |I'm hoping
that you know the story of the
Enperors New Cl othes, and if you
don't, I would tell you to pl ease
read it tonight because this is
what is happeni ng here today. W
are exposing ourselves to a story

that has been told for 80 years
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and we are having sonet hi ng woven
for us that is telling us that
there are jobs being created

t hrough I TEP. These conpani es
are creating jobs and |I'm gl ad

t hey have jobs but the way these
rules are witten, it is saying

t hat whether there are jobs or
not, conme on in and we'll give
you a break. 30 hours of work
for one week and we count ed.
That's what's going on here
today. So | want you to know
when you read the story of the
Enperors New C ot hes and you

t hi nk about that child that cones
forward and says, the Enperor has
no clothes, that's the citizens
of the state who are waki ng up.

| know there are experts in the
field. The experts are very
happy wth these rules and there
Is a reason and they wll cone
again and again. |'mnot sure

who the conprom se was w th but
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It wasn't with me because | can
show you over and over again
where these rul es continue the
status quo. It's not changi ng
things. |If this is a requirenent
of jobs then the jobs will show
up and we wll see them but if
you have to wite the rules in a
way so that it is so vague about
new j obs com ng al ong, we want
ten year jobs. W want jobs that
are going to last at |east as
| ong as the exenptions, and these
are saying that they can have
j obs that are, you know, 30 hours
a week for one week, one nonth is
what this stands for, so | want
us to really consider what is the
truth of what is going on here
and to stop seeing things as if
they are cl othes on us when they
are not.

| think we are allow ng the
proposed rules to create zero

real jobs and growh and even job
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cuts disqguised as job gains. |
want y'all to look at this
honestly. The experts keep
telling us this is what you see,
this is what you see, but what
we're doing i s exposing our
Enperor to what is not real. You
will have the testinony and you
can ask for nore testinony about
what is really happeni ng here.
Qur recomendation is that the
revised rules should establish
clear stipulations for contract

| abor, requiring that it be
counted on a full tinme equival ent
ten year basis to close the
phantom job | oophole. W're also
asking that there be real
established return on investnent
analysis that, M. Pierson, we
appreci ate your 28 years of
service and the know edge you
have in your heart and your head
but you may not be here forever

and we need to have these rul es,
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t hese anal ysis cone fromthe
experts that will corroborate
your statements of history and
know edge, and we appreciate you
giving us that, but we want
analysis that will be in
statenents that will be witten
that we can | ook at oursel ves.
|f you are telling the |ocals you
are going to give it to us, give
It to us. W' re asking for it.
W don't want it just being told
to us. As locals, as citizens
we're | earning what we need to
| earn about this | TEP program and
we're going to be calling out
that the Enperor has new cl ot hes
when t he Enperor has new cl ot hes,
and we ask you as people who are
pol i cymakers to | ook at this nore
carefully, nore closely and at
t he anal ysis that we at Toget her
Loui siana are putting forth.
Thank you very nuch.

MR, W NDHAM
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Thank you, Ms. Hanley. M.
Roger Bagert.

MR, BAGERT:

Good norning. My nane is
Roger Bagert representing
Toget her Loui siana. After you
read the Enperors New d ot hes
encourage you to read the
proposed rul es.

W don't have a problemwth
the elenents of this agreenent of
policy choices nade by the rules.
That's not what | want to testify
to today. W commented oursel ves
to that. It's to drafting
choi ces or errors that nuddy and
confuse things. The -- the sense
of urgency is real and it's
around the need for certainty and
cl ear expectations, and that's
not a need shared only by
applicant conpanies in the
busi ness community. W all feel
that. W all want this thing to

be settl ed. But if there are
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areas of anbiguity that wll not
only mai ntain but enhance
uncertainty then the process of
rushing this through to get it
done in August instead of
Septenber won't neet the goal of
certainty, it wll increase
uncertainty.

G ve you three exanples. On
the first page of the rules it
tal ks about when the new rul es
are neant to apply and it says --
this is under C3. It says, first
that after June 24, 2016 but
before June -- July 1, 2018 the
appl i cant has the option of
choosi ng between the rul es
pronmul gated on June of 2017 or
the current rules that are about
to be pronul gated, and the next
sentence says that applications
wi t hi n advanced notice filed
after June 24th but before
Oct ober -- June 24, 2016 but
bef ore Cctober 21, 2016 thou
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shal |l be subject to the rules on
June 20, 2017. The second subset
Is contained within the first, so
now we have a shall that is
directly in contradiction with

t he previous sentence. That

woul dn't increase certainty, that
will increase uncertainty and
probably legal litigation.

Second around jobs, in the
Enterpri se Zone Program jobs are
admrably defined. It says we
are going to establish a baseline
based on a 12 nonth prior
hi story. The current standard
for jobs includes job retention,
and here is what qualifies for
job retention, any investnent,
guote, to enploy best practice or
I nnovative state of the art
t echnol ogy, any investnent to
I ncrease maxi mum capacity or
efficiency that is any investnent
ever nmade because why woul d you

make an investnent except to
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I nCrease your maxi num capacity.
Once that | oophole is created
around retention, any job that's
at | east 30 hours that doesn't
have a specified term so if |

hi re sonmebody for a week but |
haven't specified it's a week,
under these rules can be nmade and
understood to apply as equival ent
to a ten year full tinme job.

It's no | onger a question of

whet her that interpretation wll
be nmade, it is being nade.
Appl i cations that have been
submtted to the Board of
Comrerce and Industry already
include an -- I'mnot going to
nane the conpany because it's
besi de the point here today, but
it's a public record, include job
creation of 257 new jobs since
Decenber of 2017 to March of 2018
when t here has been no new

hi ri ng.

What ' s happeni ng, contract
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j obs are being counted on an
apples to apples basis when it's
not apples to apples it's apples
t o oranges.

Finally, there is a
requi rement for return on
I nvest ment statenent that was
originally put into the executive
order in the rules pronulgated in
June of 2017. It is the position
of LEDC as expressed in an e-nmail
to us through their executive
counsel that this return on
I nvest ment statenent is not
required to be witten or formal.
That it can be eyeballed. That
it can be judged by the
experience and intuition of the
secretary. W think that's an
unt amabl e position. W think
that is not a sound basis by
whi ch to establish whether to
grant public resources for
private purposes, and we think

it's the responsibility of this
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board to clarify that a return on
i nvest nent statenment nust be
based on a return on investnent
analysis that is both witten and
formal . Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Bagert. Next

we have Traci --

M5. GREEN:

G een.

MR W NDHAM

Green. |'"msorry.

MS. GREEN:

Ditto to supporting LED.

MR. W NDHAM

Thank you, ma'am Jasm ne
Payne.

MS. PAYNE:

Ditto.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, Jasmne. David
Par ker .

MR. PARKER

| support |ITEP. Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM
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Thank you. Deborah Meaux.
Pl ease, behind the -- yeah.
Thank you.

MS. MEAUX:

Good norning. | am Debbie
Meaux. |'m President of the
Loui si ana Associ ati on of Educator
and | have been in education for
43 years.

First, thank you for allow ng
me to speak. | amhere today to
ask this board to consider the
negative inpact of making | ocal
school ad val oremtax noney a
phant om prom se | eavi ng our
school system struggling to
provi de the needs of children and
school enpl oyees why we conti nue
to keep wealthy corporate
conpani es from paying their
constitutional ad val oremtaxes
to hel p support community
services and schools. | ask this
board to renove school districts

fromthe | TEP conpl etely.
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School s shoul d not bear the
burden and the harnful effects

I ncurred through the non-paynent
of tax noney sorely needed by
every school district to pay the
enpl oyees, build or refurbish
school buil di ngs and nost

i nportantly give students
resources needed to becone
successful in life. Louisianais
the only state in the union that
shaves away | ocal taxes from
schools. M ssissippi doesn't do
iIt. Texas doesn't do it.
Arkansas doesn't do it. In fact,
Louisiana is the only state in
the country that raises its nuch
needed tax noney to conpanies
that are wealthier and better off
t han our school districts.

Though many will say that the
exenption it won't provide nuch
in the way of helping to fill the
needs of our school systens, we

all have to acknow edge it w |
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be nore than they correctly
receive. And in a world of
education every single dollar
counts.

Over time as property returns
to the catch roles, the incone
fromthese ad val oremtaxes wl|
accunul ate to provide a grow ng
dol | ar ampbunt. Qur children here
I n East Baton Rouge Parish school
district and children in all
school districts around the state
deserve every dollar we can put
to work for them Additionally
our taxpayers who are always the
first that we go to when we need
nmoney for our schools deserve a
break in the taxes they pay. |If
we renoved school districts from
this tax exenption program all
t oget her, we woul d be giving our
tax payers a break in what they
have to pay in order to educate
their children. Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM
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Thank you, Ms. Meaux. Grard
Mel ancon, CP -- | amsorry, Ph.D.
Sorry, sir.

MR, MELANCON:

| was going to say ny brother
IS in the room but he is in New
York City. Once again, Grard
Mel ancon. | am not a native
Loui si ana, but before | get into
that, I"mcurrently the Executive
Director for WorkForce Education
at Bat on Rouge Community Col | ege,
and | am al so President of the
national council for workforce
education, so we have a 400
menber conmunity coll ege
wor kf orce devel op group that |I'm
President elect for, and |'m
really the envy of a lot of ny
col | eagues on the board. | also
was raised in the State of
II'litnois. Funny, ny dad is
Donal d Mel ancon, which, by the
way, he found a stage sonepl ace

in the common systemof 111inois.
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|"mnot sure if there is another
stage village at all, but | was
raised in the State of Illinois,
and growi ng up there, southeast
Chi cago, the rust belt of the
M dwest, and | pray every day,
who ny dad was the principal, he
died early, 63, and ny nother is
still alive and she was a school
teacher of 43 years and she still
receives a state pension for
however | ong that is because the
state budget of Illinois is
horrendous because of no industry
and a ot of high mgration.

| don't want to see that
happen here in Baton Rouge. |
al so studied in Col orado for
seven years. | was grooned to be
a city manager. | understand the
role of ad val orem property tax
and how they can fund | ocal
communi ties and systens and so
forth. But wthout a signal of

strong econom ¢ devel opnent and
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grow h, nothing is going to grow.
W are in the workforce. These
part tinme jobs | have seen
firsthand, ny unit is built
around i ndustry base
certification with the unskilled
worker to a mddle skilled

wor ker. Qur econony is built
around mddle skilled jobs. 20
percent unskilled, 54 percent
currently, 57 percent currently
m ddl e skilled. Mst of those
skills are industrial plants;

pi pers, welders, instrunentation
techs, electricians, and so
forth. Wrking wth Exxon right
now for the past four years or
so. W are rating unskilled

wor kers and noving themup in
north Baton Rouge community from
a | aborer blaster painter to a
pipe fitter, electrician or

wel der. We're doing that. People
are grow ng.

This industry -- there is no
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ot her industry that can do that.
It could be tech jobs and we
coul d be noving three people at a
time or anything else, mass skill

of novenent of popul ati on,

i ndustrial skill jobs is where
it's at.
So, in short, | support these

proposed changes and do it
qui ckly. The gl obe is watching
us. But to send a nessage across
the globe in that we are truly
open for business in Louisiana,
and | don't want to be a part of
and | really want to sustain from
becom ng the new rust belt of the
south. Thank you.

MR W NDHAM

Thank you, Dr. Mel ancon.
Brad Allen. Brad -- | amsorry.

MR ALLEN:

Thank you. My nane is Brad
Allen. I'"'mw th ExxonMbil. | am
t he operations manager at our

Bat on Rouge pol yol efins plant on
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the north side of east Baton
Rouge. You can probably tell from
my accent | was not born here in
Loui siana. [|I'mnot a 10th
generation but I'mdefinitely
proud to call it honme and | plan
to stay here for many years. |
am a husband and two children
that 1| want themto have the
opportunity here in Baton Rouge
that | have had.

| support -- | think it's
inportant to really show support
for I TEP here.

Chai rman W ndham you
menti oned earlier about the
conpetitiveness of our state, the
true nentality of ITEP. |ITEP for
that, so | want to bring that to
a project that we're actually
considering here in East Baton
Rouge. | think Chad nentioned
al ready that ExxonMobil is
| ooking at a $50 billion worth of

i nvestnment in the @l f Coast.
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That's a pretty big nunber, and

we want a | ot of that here in.

MR. W NDHAM
W want all of it.
MR. ALLEN:

So at the polyol efins plant
we are on that. W are
considering a major investnent as
an expansi on of pol ypropyl ene. So
pol ypropyl ene, that is a plastic
product that goes in everything
fromfood containers to diapers
to wi pes to nedical scrubs to
autonobiles, right. And
aut onobi l es, that's a product
that helps |ighten the vehicle
with high strength. Sone of our
new t echnol ogi es there. It
actually saves gasoline. Sounds
odd from an ExxonMbil guy saying
that statenment, right. But for
us to be able to evaluate a
proj ect such as that, we have to
have regqul atory and tax

certainty, okay, to remain
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conpetitive.

So pol ypropyl ene is a product
t hat we nake around the gl obe and
we nmaeke it right next door in
Texas as well. W have to remain
conpetitive with other states.

W -- when we're | ooking at a
project like this, | nean, the
amount of incentives that cone
out of ITEP for us they can nake
or break that product -- that
project, and we want that project
right here in our honetown.

So with no investnent here, |
mean, it means no sal es tax,
right, it neans no jobs, it neans
no increase to the long term
i ncone tax base and to the | ong

terminconme property tax base, so

| said personally, | want the
conpany to invest here. | want
j obs here. | want growth here.

And | want a brighter future for
Bat on Rouge and Loui si ana. Thank

you for your tine.
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MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Allen.
Gregory Bowser. He ditto that.
| "' massum ng. Jessica Pranjic.
Pranjic. Please correct ny
pronunci ati on.

MS. PRANJI C

You had it right. It's
Pranjic.

So good norning. My nane is
Jessica Pranjic. | amthe
manager of comuni cations and
wor kf orce devel opnent with the
Greater Baton Rouge | ndustry
Al'liance, and | am here today to
urge you to support these new
gui deli nes by LEDC, and we do
know that | TEP has successfully
served as an investnent for
econom c growth in our area, and
| would also like -- to this is
on nultiplier effect on
manuf acturing that for every one
manuf acturing job required for a

project an additional eight to
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ni ne j obs beyond just direct
construction and contractor
enpl oynent is required to help
support that investnent.

| would also like to bring up
the fact that industry in the
capital region does pay two
thirds of all property taxes
again in capital region, so,
again, | just want to urge
support of these new guidelines
to hel p enhance the
predictability for business
I nvestment in the future. So,

t hank you.

MR W NDHAM

Thank you. Russell
Ri char dson.

MR, Rl CHARDSON:

Good norning. My nane is
Russell Richardson. |'m
representing the Baton Rouge Area
of Chanber. W serve as the
econom ¢ devel opnent organi zati on

for the non-parish capital
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regi on.

| TEP i s one of the nost
I nportant econom c tools that we
use to attract and retain
busi ness in capital region.
Si nce the executive order was
I ssued in June 2016 there's been
a great deal of uncertainty and
unpredictability around | TEP.
Wt hout nuch structure and
guidelines it's been difficult
and | ocal governnents to
i npl emrent the program The | ocal
process is very w dely between
the parishes since 2016 and in
sone cases the program have
effectively been brought to a
standstill. These new rules nore
clearly define the |ocal input.
It provides a nore sinple and
strai ght forward approval
process. Providing a return on
I nvest ment statenent and
recomendation to | ocal taxing

authorities gives locals the
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I nformati on needed to nmeke
responsi bl e deci sions for
conpani es consi dering invest nent
I n our communities.

On behal f of our organi zation
and its 1,500 business we
represent, we ask you to adopt
the proposed rules on the fastest
avai l abl e tineline. These rules
are a great step forward in
providing a nore transparent and
predi ct abl e program which i s key
to returning Louisiana and the
capital region to a conpetitive
| ocation for new investnent.
Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Ri chardson.

St ephani e Cargil e.

MS. CARA LE:

Good nmorning. |'m Stephanie
Cargile. I'mthe public affairs
manager at ExxonMobil, but nore

inmportantly | ama lifelong

resi dent of Baton Rouge and
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Loui si ana and ny great

gr andf at her hel p bring standard
oil here to Baton Rouge. My
great uncle hel ped Sout hern
University locate on its current
| ocation. So | am deeply
coommtted to the state and |

t hi nk what you guys are

consi dering today, these revised
rules is a huge step in the right
direction for predictability for
us.

As you have heard today from
several of our enployees and from
Brad, and you-all know we are
considering a major project in
Bat on Rouge, and we are | ooking
for that predictability to be
able to understand the cost of
i nvesting in Louisiana versus
ot her pl aces right now.

| would like to al so say that
sonething that is not often
mentioned is what i s happening in
the Gulf Coast wth not just
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Exxon but other industry. It's a
huge tine of growth, and we want
Loui siana to be able to conpete
for that growth. W want nore
projects to cone here. Right now
| know a lot of focus is on jobs
and we are at max of sinulation.
That neans we are hiring to the
top level and we are hiring right
here in Baton Rouge but those are
going to be for jobs across the
@ul f Coast, so those jobs are
going to foll ow where the
I nvest nent goes. W want those
jobs to stay right here in
Loui si ana.

And the last thing that |
will nmention is that beyond the
di rect econom c inpact that
I nvestnent can bring and that
extends to those contractor jobs
to even restaurants that benefit,
the local retailers, all of the
di fferent suppliers and vendors

that benefit frominvest nent. I
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think we al so need to consi der
what we can do with our | ocal
communities as a partnership. A
| ot of the rhetoric we have heard
has made econom c devel opnent a
bad thing and it is not. It is a
very good thing and our | ocal
communi ties need to understand
that they can benefit when we
bring investnent here. Wether
it's the $13 mllion we were able
to get to Louisiana to help our
t eachers and hel p our school
system W' re expandi ng that
programthis sunmer to extend to
800 teachers. Investnent --
proj ect investnent brings
community investnent with it. W
want to do nore in north Baton
Rouge. W want to do nore for
our educators. W want to do
nmore for our community.

So, thank you, this is a
great step in the right direction

and let's keep noving forward for
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Loui si ana.
VR. W NDHAM
Thank you, Ms. Cargile. The

next we have Steve Nosacka.

MR.  NOSACKA:
Good norning. | am Steve
Nosacka. | amthe public affairs

manager for the town of G anercy,
and al so the grace of being able
to serve as nmayor the | ast

several years, and also |I served
St. Janes Parish as the economc
devel opnent consultant. |I'm here
on behalf of our St. Janes Parish
el ected officials to encourage
you and tell you that we

absol utely support these changes
especially in the stability that
we think this will bring and
continue to bring to our economc
devel opnent and al so our
communi ty devel opnent efforts.

We continue to appreciate in
value this that the changes --

that these changes preserve the
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-- preserve and continue to give
our | ocal stakeholders the final
say in our property tax dollars.
| heard a mayor say before or
several years back at the
capital, you knowit's really
troubling when you have to cone
to Bat on Rouge for your noney,
but for all that, which is why |
continue to support and encourage
you to adopt these changes that
all ow us to have the final say
where our |ocal property tax
dol lars go. Again, we thank you
for this and God speed to you in
your efforts to get it
I npl enent ed.

MR W NDHAM

Thank you, Mayor Nosacka.
Robert Thonpson.

MR, THOMPSON:

My nane i s Robert Thonpson
and I ama life |long resident of
Bat on Rouge, and | want to say

that the changes that you bring
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forth are headed in the right

di rection, but | would request
that you take a | ook at the

| oophol es that M. Bagert and the
ot her lady from Toget her Baton
Rouge has brought forth as the

| oopholes in this -- in these
changes and al so Ms. Loop brought
forth the idea of education and
exenpti ng East Baton Rouge Pari sh
School Board fromthe ITEP. |
personal |y have a daughter who is
a school teacher and she taught
here in East Baton Rouge Parish
for three years and finally had
to realize that she couldn't
sustain a decent |ivelihood of
her pay. The teachers here have
not received a raise in ten
years. She is in Atlanta now and
has received a raise every year
she's been there, so I'm
requesting those two things that
you take a | ook at the proposed

t hat we brought forward and al so
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| ook at exenpting East Baton
Rouge Parish fromthe rules.
Thank you.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Thonpson.

That was the [ ast of our comrent
cards. |s anyone else wth us
today that would li ke to step
forward? Pl ease step forward and
fill a card for ne afterward. |
amsorry. | don't have them As
you said before, our first
neeting was seven hours and |

want people to have their
opportunity to express

t hensel ves. So pl ease step
forward and fill out the card
afterward and if for sone reason
we don't have it so we have it in
the record.

MR. SM TH:

Ronald Smth. [|'m chairmn
of the board of the Baton Rouge
Econom c Devel opnent District. |
think she has the card. And ny
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executive director here, we were
both -- | could have easily said
ditto but there is a few
exceptions to the ditto. One is
that we are in support of the
econom ¢ devel opnent,
particularly and we have been
charged with the function of
devel opi ng Bat on Rouge nort h.
It's been overl ooked. Econom c
devel opnent is going to --

i medi ately is going to nmake or
break the north Baton Rouge area.
I"'ma life long resident of Baton
Rouge but | did work for Ceneral
Motors at that tinme, which is the
| argest corporation in Anmerica.
And i f anybody knows what
happened to General Modtors
several years ago what happened
to the Cty of Detroit, and |
strongly, as Dr. Mel ancon

menti oned, sone of the other

i ndustries in the rust belt, |

woul d sure not have to | eave
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Bat on Rouge as | did Detroit due
to the situation that happened
t here.

Bot h nmy daughters have | eft
the state because of the |ack of
opportunity for them but also as
we -- in the north Baton Rouge
region, we talked to barbers,
| andscapers, all of those people
t hat have not been nenti oned
here, all of those trickle down
jobs that are related to this and
not being counted. | think you
have to take those jobs into
consi deration. There are two
YMCA's in this parish that bear
the nanme of industrial business.
Actually, three. There is on the
west bank and there is an
ExxonMobil YMCA and it's one of
those facilities that have been
able to open or operate w thout
the assistance of major mllions
of dollars in donations to drive

sunmer canps, SW m prograns and
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the like, so a lot of these
things are not taken into

consi deration under the dollars
that are counted, so we are in
support of econom c devel opnent.
| TEP i s just one of those
functions that hel p bring that
and | would like to yield the
remai nder of ny tine to the
executive director.

MR W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Smth, but
we're going to give you a full
three m nutes, too.

MR, JACOBS:

Ri nal di Jacobs. O the Baton
Rouge North Econom c Devel opnent
District.

In 1776 was the birth of this
nation. Also at that tinme M.
Addi s m sspoke, the wealth of the
nations was also created. Wthin
the dynamc of this republic and
the dynam c of econom cs both

have played an inportant cruci al
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role in the devel opnent of this
denocracy. It is wthout
conprom se and with conprom se
that this denocracy wll continue
thus applicable to these rules
while it is very, very inportant
and we understand we nust have a
strong and vi brant denocracy.
Equally as inportant is having a
strong econom c base for our
comruni ti es.

Many of us have watched the
dis -- and you can put whatever
you want behind dis in north
Bat on Rouge. D sinvestnent,

di senfranchi senent, dis and that
as we say in Mdirgan Gty where
|"'mfromin south Louisiana. |
work in the oil patch. | lost a
pi ece of one of ny fingers in the
oil patch, so I'mvery nuch
concerned with how i ndustry
treats its citizens. By the sane
token those jobs in the oil patch

allowed nme to get two degrees
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from Sout hern University. It
all owed nme to cone back to
Loui siana and raise ny two sons
here as opposed to a state of
Connecti cut where we were living
for eight years. W cane back
hone. It is a difficult
chal | enge sonetines to tell young
peopl e of this generation to
stay, raise your children and put
themin public schools. However,
my famly has nmade that choi ce.
Not sinply because Exxon is
there, ny kids don't work for
t hose conpani es but they work for
ot her conpanies that are equally
as inportant to this city and the
stability of this parish. They
both went to public schools and
bot h graduated from Sout hern
Uni versity.

VWhat's ny point? The
i ndustrial base in north Baton
Rouge is very, very crucial.

Isn't crucial as much as we call
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ourselves the blue collar part of
town as we do the nedical parts,
we'll call themthe | ab coats,
and the downtown and governnent al
area we'll just call those white
collar. No matter which collar
you wear or if you don't wear a
collar at all, we believe that
tax and training of workers is
equal |y as inportant as anything
el se, so we as business | eaders
are constantly bonbarded with
this stability and
predictability, as a business
owner we need a stabl e workforce
and we need predictable taxes and
we need educated workforce and we
need conprom se when it's tine to
conprom se. Conprom se usually
nmeans, as | was taught as a young
political scientist at Southern
University, is that nobody gets
everything that they want but
everybody gets sonething el se

that they need, so work the
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rul es, |adies and gentl enen, such
that the citizen, their tax
dol l ar benefit and there is
predictability for bids as well
as the many citizens of this city
and of this state and of north
Bat on Rouge specifically, we not
only deserve it, we have to have

it. Thank you very nuch.

MR. W NDHAM

Thank you, sir. Caroline S
Mays.

MS. MAYS:

Yes.

MR. W NDHAM

Sorry we m ssed you earlier.

MS. MAYS:

No problem Good norning. My
name i s Caroline Stanpley Muys,
and |'ve held several positions
in nmy 19 years at ExxonMobil, and
my current role is project
procurenent advi sor of capital
i nvestnents to our Baton Rouge

conpl ex.
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Bat on Rouge is hone for ne.
|"ma product of the East Baton
Rouge Pari sh School System
gifted and tal ented program
graduated from Scottlandville
Magnet Hi gh School engi neeri ng
program and |' m an al uma of
Sout hern University where |
obt ai ned a degree i n nmechani cal
engi neering. |, like many of ny
peers, left Louisiana after
graduating and started ny
prof essional career with
ExxonMobi | in Baytown, Texas. |
spent just shy of five years away
bef ore an opportunity arose,
which allowed nme to rel ocate
honme. M husband is also a
nati ve of Baton Rouge and a
physi ci an who conpleted his
traini ng abroad, but returned
back hone to the community that
nursed hi mduring his chil dhood.
My twi n babies attend school here

and will be starting kindergarten
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in the fall, and ny parents,

si blings and inloves {sic} which
| like to call them ny inlaws,
are all here in Baton Rouge as
wel | .

This proposal that you are
all considering is very personal
tome. | want to be here.
want there to be nore opportunity
i n Baton Rouge so that | can stay
here, so that ny husband can stay
here and so that ny kids can stay
here, so that engineering
students that | recruit at
Sout hern University can stay here
and the many kids, especially
young girls, that | nmentor in the
community can stay here as well.
The only way to bring opportunity
is capital investnent, and in
order to bring investnent, we
need predictability. | strongly
ask that you support LEDC
proposed new gui del i nes because

zero percent of zero is zero.
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Thank you-all for the opportunity
to speak.

MR W NDHAM

Thank you, Ms. Mays. All
right. One last bite at the
appl e.

Are there any other comments
that -- any other individuals
that would like to conme forward
and make comments? Do you have a

card? Please identify yourself.

MR. COPESKY:
Jeff Copesky. | amwth
ExxonMobil. | wasn't going to

come up here but ny references to
t he peopl e wearing cl othes and
not wearing clothes and bei ng
straight forward, ny wife is in
the public school system and
she's -- to lay at the feet of

| TEP, the problens that we are
facing in our public school
systemis just sinply

di si ngenuous and opportunistic.

| hear every day what's goi ng on
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in the school system and | can
tell you what we need are people
creating jobs, encouraging them
to create jobs.

| was | ooking at the handout
here that says two of every three
property tax dollars collected at
the capital region conme from
I ndustry. In addition business
and i ndustry pays 50 percent of
all state -- of sales taxes
collected in the state. | think
we need to be grow ng instead of
dividing. W do need to be
toget her, but we need to be
wor ki ng together for solutions
that better everybody, and |
think I'mleft with the --
anot her parable, and that's
killing the goose that |ays the
gol den eggs. |'m not saying that
we're perfect, but we are out
there trying to grow the state,
bringing nore geese to this state

so we are all lifted up at the
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sane tinme, and | would just say |
resent the divisiveness, | regret
it, and | just don't think we
shoul d be the pinata for the
probl ens of the state. Thank you
very nmnuch.

MR, W NDHAM

Thank you, M. Copesky. All
right. So that was the |ast one.

Do we have any ot her
questions or comrents by any of
t he board nenbers concerni ng any
of the rul es? Don, unless you
have a question, | was going to
go over there. No. Any other
gquestions by any of the board
menber s?

Al right. So l"mgoing to
gi ve a quick highlight of the
upcom ng dates and deadl i nes at
t he hi ghest of |evels June 22nd
Is the deadline to submt the
witten comments. June 25th, LED
will hold a public hearing

pursuant to the Adm nistrative
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Procedures Act. Everyone is
invited to that neeting. And
then on June 27th the C& 's
regul ar board neeting to -- wll
I ncl ude consi deration of the
proposed changes. On the
departnent's website, | believe
we have this. This. GOkay. So
this is a very detail ed proposed
tinmeline for pronul gation for

| ndustrial Tax Exenption rules.
May 10th activity has occurred.
May 20th has occurred. | just
nmenti oned the June 22nd neeti ng.
| just nmentioned the June 25th
neeting. On the 27th, again,
we' || deliberate and consider the
proposed rules. The target date
for summary report oversight
comm ttee because these rul es
have to go to the oversight
commttee of the house commttee
on commerce -- would be easier

Wi th gl asses -- house comm ttee

on commerce and city commttee on
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commer ce and international
affairs is targeted for June
29th. Assum ng we go through
that successfully with these
proposed rules. FromJuly 5th
through July 30th will be the
timefranme with possible
| egi sl ative oversight conmttee
hearings could occur. August
20th will be the final rule
publ i shing and Loui si ana Regi ster
and the effective date of the new
rul es shoul d they go forward.

So that kind of gives us a
tinmeline of those activities.
Are there any questions by any of
t he board nenbers concerning the
proposed tineline? Any questions
fromthe public? Wth that, |
will invite the secretary to give
conment s.

MR, Pl ERSON:

| just, for the record, want
to make sure that we correctly

identified things. | do have a



http://www.torresreporting.com/

© 00 N O O b~ W N P

N N N NN NP P P P P P P PP
g » W N P O © 0 N O 00 M W N PP O

LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

May 22, 2018
Page 93

copy of a letter fromSt. Mary
Parish dated 15 May regardi ng the
| TEP rul e changes in which St.
Mary Parish in general sports the
changes to the I TEP rul e process
but | think they want to clarify
their position they do not
support but recommend changes for
consideration. | wll also note
that we have received a few nore
letters this norning. | continue
to log those letters into our
system We will nmake them
avai |l abl e via PDF, and that
inventory | anticipate wll
continue to grow through the
closure of the witten comment
period on 22 June, but | just
wanted the record to correctly
reflect the position of St. Mary

Pari sh.

MR. W NDHAM
Thank you, M. Secretary.
Wth that, | don't knowif we

need a notion for adjournnment but
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(Wher eupon the neeting was adjourned at 10: 37

a.m)

| wll receive one.

MR JONES:

So nove.

MR, W NDHAM

Made by M. Jones. Seconded
by M. Mller. Al in favor
i ndicate with an aye.

ALL BOARD MEMBERS

Aye.

MR W NDHAM

Al'l opposed with a nay.
Motion carries. Thanks again for

everyone turning up today.
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REPORTER S CERTI FI CATE

|, RACHEL TORRES-REA S, Certified
Court Reporter in and for the State of Loui siana,
as the officer before whomthis neeting was
taken, do hereby certify that this neeting was
reported by ne in the stenotype reporting nethod,
was prepared and transcribed by ne or under ny
personal direction and supervision, and is a true
and correct transcript to the best of ny ability
and under st andi ng;

That the transcript has been
prepared in conpliance with transcript fornat
gui delines required by statute or by rules of the
board, and that | aminformed about the conplete
arrangenent, financial or otherwise, with the
person or entity making arrangenents for
deposition services;

That | have acted in conpliance
Wi th the prohibition on contractual
rel ati onshi ps, as defined by Louisiana Code of
Cvil Procedure Article 1434 and in rules and
advi sory opinions of the board,

That | have no actual know edge of

any prohibited enpl oynent or contractual
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relationship, direct or indirect, between a court
reporting firmand any party litigant in this
matter nor is there any such relationship between
nyself and a party litigant in this matter. | am
not related to counsel or to the parties herein,
nor am| otherw se interested in the outcone of

this matter.

Dated this 7th day of June, 2018.

RACHEL TORRES-REGQ S, CCR, RPR
CERTI FI ED COURT REPORTER
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 1       MR. WINDHAM:

 2       Good morning, everyone.  For

 3   the board members -- we're not

 4   calling the meeting to order yet.

 5   There he -- calling this meeting

 6   to order of the Louisiana Board

 7   of Commerce and Industry to

 8   receive comments from the public,

 9   questions and comments from the

10   board members concerning the

11   proposed rules.  For the board

12   members that have never met in

13   this room, I'm going to give you

14   a little overview.  There's a

15   little button down here that if

16   you push it it makes it green.

17   If it's green you are live, so --

18   and then I have a mute all button

19   and should override.

20       All right.  With that, we'll

21   call to order.  Melissa, please

22   take roll call for us.

23       MS. SORRELL:

24       Robert Adley.  Richard

25   Hartley.
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 1       MR. HARTLEY:

 2       Here.

 3       MS. SORRELL:

 4       Neil -- Representative

 5   Abramson.  Millie Atkins.

 6       MS. ATKINS:

 7       Here.

 8       MS. SORRELL:

 9       Mayor Brasseaux.

10       MR. BRASSEAUX:

11       Here.

12       MS. SORRELL:

13       Representative Carmody.

14       MR. CARMODY:

15       Here.

16       MS. SORRELL:

17       Yvette Cola.

18       MS. COLA:

19       Here.

20       MR. COLEMAN:

21       Major Coleman.  Ricky Fabra.

22   Manny Fajardo.  Jerry Jones.

23       MR. JONES:

24       Here.

25       MS. SORRELL:
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 1       Heather Malone.

 2       MS. MALONE:

 3       Here.  Senator Martiny. Robby

 4   Miller.

 5       MR. MILLER:

 6       Here.

 7       MS. SORRELL:

 8       Jan Moller.

 9       MR. MOLLER:

10       Here.

11       MS. SORRELL:

12       Senator Chabert.  Secretary

13   Pierson.

14       MR. PIERSON:

15       Present.

16       MS. SORRELL:

17       Scott Richard.

18       MR. RICHARD:

19       Here.

20       MS. SORRELL:

21       Danny Shexnaydre.

22       MR. SHEXNAYDRE:

23       Here.

24       MS. SORRELL:

25       Ronnie Slone.  Bobby
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 1   Williams.  Steve Windham.

 2       MR. WINDHAM:

 3       Here.

 4       MS. SORRELL:

 5       Dr. Wilson.  We have a

 6   quorum.

 7       MR. WINDHAM:

 8       Thank you.  First I would

 9   like to thank everyone for coming

10   to this meeting.  Your input is

11   important and is valued.

12   Secondly, I would like to let the

13   people that may not know that

14   Robert Adley had surgery in

15   Florida and there were

16   complications, so he is currently

17   in an impatient rehab.  I do not

18   know the details.  So if y'all

19   can all keep him in your prayers

20   that would be really nice.

21       The purpose of this meeting,

22   I'm going to go over the format

23   of how we're going to proceed.

24   We're going to identify -- we did

25   a roll call.
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 1       The purpose of this meeting

 2   is to receive public comments on

 3   the proposed rules.  Secretary

 4   Pierson is going to give us an

 5   overview of the rules, which was

 6   published in the May 2018

 7   Louisiana Register.  Comments and

 8   questions from the board members

 9   will then be entertained and

10   responded to.  Comments and

11   questions by the public will be

12   heard, and I believe we have 15

13   people that want to make

14   comments.  15 to 20, so I think

15   we can give people three minutes

16   for their comments to be made.  I

17   would encourage people to stay on

18   point, and, if possible, not to

19   be repetitive of what may have

20   been said before unless you just

21   want to come up and say ditto,

22   you know, I agree with what the

23   previous individual said because

24   once the comment is made it's

25   received and understood and
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 1   valued by us.

 2       Upcoming dates and deadlines.

 3   June 22nd is the deadline to

 4   submit written comments and they

 5   are submitted to the Department.

 6   On June 25th at 9:30 LED will

 7   hold a public hearing pursuant to

 8   the Administrative Procedures

 9   Act.  All of the board members

10   are invited to attend and all

11   public are invited to attend and

12   do value the input that is given.

13   On June 27th at the Board of

14   Commerce and Industry regular

15   meeting include full board

16   consideration to move forward and

17   approve the proposed change --

18   changes, and then we will adjourn

19   from today's meeting.  So that's

20   kind of the overview.

21       As you guys know, our first

22   meeting was seven hours.  We do

23   not intend to be here for seven

24   hours.  With 20 comment cards I

25   don't think we could be here for
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 1   20 hours -- I mean, seven hours,

 2   so with that I'm going to give

 3   the floor to our illustrious

 4   secretary, Mr. Don Pierson.

 5       MR. PIERSON:

 6       Thank you, Mr. Windham.  Don

 7   Pierson. Secretary of Louisiana

 8   Economic Development. Thank you

 9   for your attendance today and the

10   process and the proposed rules.

11   This is an important date, one of

12   two public hearings that we'll

13   conduct, and we are looking

14   forward to receiving public

15   comments on the proposed rules.

16   We want to make sure that we stay

17   on that topic regarding the

18   proposed rules.  Would also note

19   that this meeting is being video

20   recorded so that we will be able

21   to post it on a link providing a

22   full accounting for board members

23   or others, members of the public

24   that are not available here

25   today.  I understand that the
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 1   technical capacities that we have

 2   will be recorded, processed today

 3   turned over to LED tomorrow,

 4   possibly, so the link should be

 5   up and live.  I will tell you by

 6   Thursday we'll do our very best

 7   to make that a quick and

 8   efficient process.

 9       Proceeding now with just a

10   quick recap of the proposed

11   rules, what we seek to achieve

12   through their adoption, this, of

13   course, was done in concert with

14   many conversations with many

15   stakeholders from the month of

16   December through March and

17   beyond.  They continue today,

18   actually, but what we arrived at

19   would be a much improved program,

20   in my opinion, and the features

21   of that are that the Exhibit A,

22   which is the pledge by the

23   corporation which is seeking an

24   exemption of what they will

25   provide to the community, and
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 1   that will be in terms of their

 2   proposed capital expenditures

 3   investment that they will make.

 4   It will be in terms of the number

 5   of jobs they will make available,

 6   the wages that is associated with

 7   those jobs.  That include a

 8   healthcare benefit, by the way,

 9   and also the term of the

10   agreement, which would be of ten

11   or more years.  The previous

12   Exhibit A was a much lengthier

13   document.  We sat down in concert

14   with stakeholders, reviewed it

15   and tried to bring about a more

16   user friendly document, and I

17   believe that the agreement now is

18   approximately 50 percent less

19   number of pages than the previous

20   edition.  If I'm not mistaken it

21   went from something like 26 to

22   13.

23       The next major feature of the

24   proposed rules will change the

25   yield of the program.  As you may
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 1   recall, the constitutional

 2   created Industrial Tax Exemption

 3   program at a ten year one hundred

 4   percent exemption, and from a

 5   community stakeholder viewpoint

 6   that meant revenues from that

 7   investment millage's would begin

 8   to come to the community in year

 9   eleven.

10       Governor John Bel Edwards

11   enacted an executive order which

12   changed the yield to a five year

13   one hundred percent abatement

14   followed by a three year term at

15   an 80 percent abatement.  If you

16   do calculations around that that

17   yield is approximately 75 percent

18   of the previous program, and

19   associated with that specific

20   yield revenues begin to flow to

21   the community in terms of millage

22   receipts in year six.  With the

23   adoption of this rule change, the

24   yield will become ten years at 80

25   percent abatement given the
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 1   community's impacted opt end.

 2   Those being the sheriff, the

 3   school board, parish government

 4   and the case of municipality,

 5   participating municipality.  So

 6   it's a significant change, and

 7   when revenues began to flow to

 8   the community from year eleven to

 9   year six to now proposed that the

10   community impacted by the

11   investment would begin to receive

12   revenues in year one.

13       Finally, the important

14   element of the local voice, and

15   these characteristics that are

16   represented in the proposed rule

17   changes don't change.

18   Accountability feature that was

19   placed into this by the Governor

20   remains the same represented by

21   Exhibit A, the agreement, and

22   also the local voice as to

23   choosing whether to participate

24   in the abatement or not remains

25   with those governmental agencies.
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 1   What changes is the process.

 2   Previous to now, this board was

 3   accepted completed applications

 4   which included both Exhibit A and

 5   Exhibit B.  Exhibit B being the

 6   grouping of adopted resolutions

 7   coming from the school board, the

 8   parish government and a letter

 9   indicating support or not support

10   from the sheriff.  At that point

11   the local government agencies

12   were required to evaluate and

13   then pass or not pass a

14   resolution of support.

15       In the new set of rules, the

16   Board of Commerce and Industry

17   backed by the LEDC staff will

18   fully evaluate all of the

19   proposals as we have in the past,

20   and they will include Exhibit A,

21   and then this board will then

22   provide what I will refer to as

23   initial approval.  In other

24   words, the approval of board

25   after review that the proposed
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 1   investment meets the

 2   qualifications manufacturing job

 3   creation or retention, etc., and

 4   then we would provide immediate

 5   notice to all of the impacted

 6   agencies and include a new

 7   addition on that list of

 8   notification to the assessors.

 9       Upon notification, the local

10   governmental agency has 30 days

11   in which to act if they seek to

12   have discourse regarding

13   consideration of this they can

14   move to have it placed on their

15   agenda within a 30 day timeframe

16   which should allow for the normal

17   cycle of public meeting for that

18   governmental agency and then

19   should the item be placed on the

20   agenda at the following meeting,

21   they will vote the request for

22   exemption up or down.

23       In this way within 60 days,

24   LEDC, the corporation, the public

25   know what the outcome of the
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 1   proposed exemption is.  In fact,

 2   if no action is taken by any of

 3   the governmental agencies then it

 4   indicates their support, and

 5   within 30 days it is possible to

 6   communicate that certainty of the

 7   exemption to a corporation.

 8       The communities and

 9   governmental agencies can rely on

10   the evaluation and the

11   qualification of the program

12   coming to them for consideration

13   as it is pass muster both with

14   LEDC and Board of Commerce and

15   Industry, so we're trying to

16   place the evaluation process, the

17   analysis process in the hands of

18   the professionals and simply

19   allow the local communities to

20   determine whether or not they

21   choose to participate in the

22   abatement.

23       That is the general rundown

24   of the proposed rules.  Certainly

25   if there are more technical
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 1   questions we'll be prepared to

 2   entertain those from you today,

 3   but they have been provided at

 4   the opportunitylouisiana.com

 5   website, and you can click there

 6   to see a marked up set of the

 7   rules for those that would seek

 8   to have specific technical

 9   questions resolved.

10       In a moment I will open up

11   the first opportunity for

12   comments and questions by the

13   board, but I would like to take

14   this moment to read into the

15   record the receipt of written

16   communications that have come to

17   the Department expressing support

18   for these proposed rule changes.

19   Each one of these letters

20   indicates support and urges the

21   Board of Commerce and Industry to

22   adopt these rules.  A number of

23   them also suggest changes that

24   they would like to see in the

25   future.  I believe that a well
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 1   run organization should always be

 2   reviewing its programs, and so I

 3   would hope that we would continue

 4   to consider changes to programs,

 5   and that includes continue review

 6   and possible revision in the

 7   future of this, but I would also

 8   be mindful that we have a

 9   carefully crafted compromise of

10   many good ideas and suggestions

11   that is on the table today and

12   that what I will call this

13   program is ITEP 2.0 in that it's

14   the next version following the

15   Governor's executive order, and

16   that in the future you would

17   propose revisions to this set of

18   rules, and I would call that ITEP

19   3.0, so with that said, again, a

20   number of these organizations may

21   have included comments that I

22   would attribute to ITEP 3.0, but

23   these are all inclusive of

24   language that says I urge the

25   Board of Commerce and Industry to
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 1   adopt these proposed rules as

 2   soon as possible.

 3       I will now read these into

 4   the record and we will have the

 5   written copies available.  We're

 6   going to put them together

 7   electronically into a PDF file

 8   and they will be available for

 9   inspection, and they will be

10   provided as appropriate in

11   compliance with the

12   Administrative Procedures Act as

13   well.

14       A reminder that this doesn't

15   end the period for written

16   comments.  We will continue to

17   receive those through 22 June.

18       I will now quickly read

19   through these.  In support,

20   Greater New Orleans Inc., Michael

21   Heck.  Mayor Steven Nosacka, Town

22   of Gramercy. Committee of 100,

23   Michael Olivier.  Parish of St.

24   James, Parish President Timothy

25   Roussell.  Glen Waguespack,
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 1   Assessor.  George Nassif (ph),

 2   school board President.  Willie

 3   Martin, sheriff.  Ed Shane,

 4   superintendent.  And Ryan Loch,

 5   council chair.  Greater Bossier

 6   Economic Development Foundation,

 7   David Rocket.  Committee of 100,

 8   Board of Directors, Shreveport

 9   Bossier, Reginald Abrams.

10   Southern Credit, Jessie

11   Broderick.  Southwest Economic

12   Development Alliance, George

13   Swift.  Wayne Brown.  Chairman of

14   the Board, Brown Builders.  Frank

15   Fink representing the St. Mary

16   Parish government.  World Trade

17   Center, New Orleans, Catelyn

18   Cain, executive director.  Thomas

19   Spears, chairman.  Eddie Hayes,

20   co-chair policy committee. Ben

21   Billings, co-chair policy

22   committee.  Didier Consultant,

23   Dale Powers, Madison Parish Port.

24   Patrick Murphy, South Louisiana

25   economic council.  Vic Lafont,
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 1   Caddo Parish school board. Steve

 2   Rail.  Solutions through Science,

 3   Jude Norton.  Louisiana Ammonia

 4   Producers, Dwayne Lee.  St.

 5   Charles Parish, Felicia Gomez

 6   Walker, superintendent. Greg

 7   Champagne, sheriff.  Larry

 8   Cochran, parish president.

 9   Economic development.  Michael

10   Tomlinson, port of south

11   Louisiana.  Paul Aucoin, river

12   region Chamber of Commerce.  Kim

13   Bourgeois chairman of the board,

14   Louisiana Industrial Development

15   Executive Association, Wanda

16   Curiole.  Dow Chemical, Tommy

17   Fourcier.  ExxonMobil, Malory

18   Leblanc.  Louisiana resident,

19   Gloria McConnor.  Didier

20   Consultants, Rhonda Boatner.

21   ExxonMobil Fuels and Lubricants,

22   Sherry Evans.  Louisiana

23   residents, Dick Talbot.

24   ExxonMobil Baton Rouge complex,

25   Meredith Meaux.  ExxonMobil, Troy
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 1   Carter. Advanced consulting,

 2   James Leonard, Don Alison.

 3   ExxonMobil Employee Tray Ball.

 4   Chairman Baton Rouge north

 5   economic development district,

 6   Ronald Smith.  East Baton Rouge

 7   Parish President.  Northeast

 8   Louisiana Economic Alliance,

 9   Tenner Rachelle.  Greater Baton

10   Rouge Industry Alliance ISC

11   Constructors, LLC, Collins Rang,

12   Vice-President.  Mike Thomas

13   senior vice president of the

14   north American operation.

15   Central Louisiana economic

16   development alliance, Jim

17   Clinton.  Tangipahoa economic

18   foundation, Cangelosi.  Louisiana

19   chemical association, Greg

20   Bowser.  IOP Constructors,

21   Michael Akey.  Ascension Parish

22   Economic Development Corporation,

23   Kate McArthur.  Regional economic

24   alliance of Louisiana, Jim

25   Clinton, chairman.  Baton Rouge
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 1   area chamber, central Louisiana

 2   economic development authority,

 3   Greater New Orleans, Inc.

 4   Northeast Louisiana Economic

 5   Alliance, One Acadiana, south

 6   Louisiana economic counsel,

 7   southwest Louisiana chamber.

 8   Louisiana Association of Business

 9   and Industry, Waguespack.

10   ExxonMobil, Pam Key.  Louisiana

11   resident, Kimberly Paul,

12   Louisiana resident, Herbert

13   Vanhorn.  Louisiana resident,

14   Dustin Speck.  Louisiana

15   resident, Stephanie Campbell.

16   Louisiana resident, Jason

17   Campbell.  Louisiana resident,

18   Richard Tullis. Louisiana

19   resident, Jilian Schuler.

20   Louisiana resident, Earl Himel.

21   Louisiana resident, Matthew

22   Hammond.  Louisiana resident,

23   Dillon Cramer.  Louisiana

24   resident, Jona Lee.  Louisiana

25   resident, Ryan Canal.  Louisiana
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 1   resident, Donna Ray.  Louisiana

 2   resident, Anna Thomas.  Louisiana

 3   resident, Barbara Becoram.

 4   Louisiana resident, Chad Aspears.

 5   Louisiana resident, Eric

 6   Volinseo. Louisiana resident,

 7   John Big.  Louisiana resident,

 8   Scott Brown.  Louisiana resident,

 9   Danny Bouion.  Louisiana

10   resident, Douglas Melancon.

11   Louisiana resident, Ryan

12   Whittington. Louisiana resident,

13   Charles Dabney.  Louisiana

14   resident, Jason Ansley.

15   Louisiana resident, Stephanie

16   Cargile.  Louisiana resident,

17   James Labong.  Louisiana

18   resident, Jody Britt.  Louisiana

19   resident, Michael Copski.

20   Louisiana resident, Cliff Mount.

21   Louisiana resident, Leo Chapel.

22   Louisiana resident, Kathy

23   Galliano.  Louisiana resident,

24   Gloria Maconda.  Louisiana

25   resident, Cheryl Bian. And
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 1   Louisiana resident, Kevin

 2   Bergeron.

 3       Those are the organizations,

 4   individuals, elected officials

 5   that have -- during this first 30

 6   day timeframe from the 25th of

 7   April when the rules were posted

 8   have reviewed and expressed

 9   support, and, again, I would

10   indicate that as you review

11   letters you will likely see on a

12   number of them that they do have

13   suggestions for ITEP 3.0, but at

14   this time urge the board to adopt

15   the rules as proposed.

16       That concludes the reading of

17   the written comments into the

18   record that we have received so

19   far at LED, and at this time I

20   would entertain comments and

21   questions by the board.

22       MR. WINDHAM:

23       Thank you, Mr. Secretary.  Do

24   any of the board members have

25   questions of the secretary
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 1   concerning the proposed changes?

 2       MR. JONES:

 3       One question.  Mr. Pierson,

 4   you had mentioned that the rules

 5   will allow for municipality which

 6   may be in the parish to weigh in

 7   on the issues, and I should know

 8   the answer to this and I do not.

 9   If a municipality is not

10   receiving ad valorem taxes do

11   they have the ability to have a

12   say in that matter or only those

13   municipalities that have passed

14   and receiving ad valorem taxes.

15       MR. PIERSON:

16       The exemption is focused on

17   millage's, so if the municipality

18   received no millage's, it would

19   be my understanding they would

20   not be a requirement for the

21   process.

22       MR. JONES:

23       Thank you.

24       MR. WINDHAM:

25       Any other questions by any of
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 1   the board members? I believe this

 2   is a good move in the right

 3   direction.  I believe the changes

 4   that are being proposed will

 5   provide the ability for entities

 6   to make calculated decisions and

 7   at least put into the equation an

 8   answer so that Louisiana can

 9   compete across a variety of

10   industries.  I think parts of the

11   past have been some of the

12   uncertainty for the industries as

13   they move forward with the

14   project, and many of us know that

15   have done this, Economic

16   Development for a very long time,

17   it is an elimination process, so

18   as projects are considered by

19   businesses and industries, we

20   want to make sure that we stay on

21   the list, and the Governor's

22   office believe this is a good

23   move.  It does allow entities to

24   receive dollars into the coffers

25   when project is announced in the
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 1   beginning as opposed to waiting

 2   until the six years, as the

 3   secretary mentioned.  It provides

 4   a much thinned down legal

 5   document that we believe in

 6   reading it and from some of the

 7   attorneys that I have spoken with

 8   makes it a little more streamline

 9   so that it doesn't have some of

10   the ancillary requirements that

11   may have been required before

12   just to be in compliance with the

13   document, you know, being a CPA,

14   so that is a really good thing in

15   there and it still gives the

16   locals the opportunity to express

17   their voice.  It's just not on

18   the front end.  It's after the

19   professionals, the companies, the

20   state have come together and

21   determine that the project is a

22   good investment from the state's

23   perspective.  The economic

24   development -- developers at the

25   local level bring these projects
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 1   to the communities and they are

 2   the experts in that area.  So the

 3   other elected officials may not

 4   have the experienced background

 5   to make those decisions, so now

 6   we're just lending a local

 7   expertise, Board of Commerce and

 8   Industry's input and voice into

 9   the project and then giving the

10   locals the ability to voice their

11   approval or disapproval, but it's

12   given the companies a timeline

13   that they can work with.  So

14   kudos to the staff for those

15   pulling these kind of rules

16   together.  It is a compromise

17   from where we were before.

18       Any other questions or

19   comments from the board members?

20   All right.  If there are any

21   members of the public who have

22   not submitted a card, I encourage

23   you to do so now so we can make

24   sure we hear your comments.  You

25   can give them to Melissa or to
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 1   Tham or to anyone on the front

 2   row here on the right hand side.

 3       With that, we'll open this up

 4   to the -- for the comments on the

 5   rules.

 6       First I would like to invite

 7   Mr. Jim Patterson representing

 8   LABI.  And I guess part of the

 9   process here is so I don't have

10   to read everything and we don't

11   want to be repetitive.  I will

12   invite your name up and you come

13   up and tell us who you represent

14   and what your comments are.  If

15   possible, please keep it to three

16   minutes.  With modern technology,

17   I can count.  All right. Please,

18   Mr. Patterson.

19       MR. PATTERSON:

20       Thank you, Chairman Windham,

21   and Mr. Secretary, members of the

22   committee, I am Jim Patterson.  I

23   am with Louisiana Association of

24   Business and Industry known as

25   LABI.  I serve as Vice President
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 1   of government relations and tax

 2   counsel director. I want to begin

 3   by thanking the secretary for

 4   having reached out to us as well

 5   as others within the business

 6   community to solicit our input

 7   regarding the program and the

 8   need for changes to include that

 9   program.  We were -- pretty sure

10   that's not three minutes.

11       MR. WINDHAM:

12       No.  That's not.  Sorry.

13       MR. JONES:

14       Technology is good.  User,

15   maybe not so good.

16       MR. WINDHAM:

17       We'll add a few more seconds.

18       MR. PATTERSON:

19       I appreciate that.  A little

20   extra time at they say in soccer.

21   So we very much appreciate the

22   secretary for giving us this

23   opportunity for input.  We do

24   believe that these changes are

25   going to improve the way that the
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 1   program operates and make it more

 2   attractive to certain industries,

 3   and we very much want to

 4   congratulate you on bringing us

 5   to this point.

 6       As you have indicated, there

 7   is a desire for more change.  We

 8   did submit a number of pages

 9   worth of changes that we thought

10   needed to be made, many of which

11   are not part of these changes,

12   and we understand those reasons,

13   but do look forward to working

14   with the secretary, the

15   administration, the board to

16   continue to improve the program

17   and make it more palatable to the

18   manufacturers.

19       We are concerned that with

20   the economic vibrance in our

21   country that Louisiana may not be

22   properly positioned to be a part

23   of that, and we don't want to

24   lose that opportunity, and we

25   think that this is an important
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 1   step in that direction.  We hope

 2   to work with the legislature as

 3   regards to changes coming forth

 4   to make sure that we do no harm

 5   in terms of the attractiveness of

 6   our state to business development

 7   expansion to the growth of jobs.

 8   That is what we want to see

 9   happen.  We believe that this is

10   a good first step.  And, again,

11   commend you, Mr. Secretary.  We

12   thank you, the board, for

13   deliberating this, and we look

14   forward to, as I said, working

15   with you as we endeavor to

16   continue to improve this program.

17   Thank you.

18       MR. WINDHAM:

19       Thank you, Mr. Patterson.

20   Next we'll have Dale Powers.  All

21   right. Thank you.  Next we'll

22   have Tyler Gray.  Tyler Gray in

23   the audience.

24       MR. GRAY:

25       Right here.  Good morning.
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 1   Mr. Secretary, Board of Commerce

 2   and Industry members, my name is

 3   Tyler Gray.  I'm the general

 4   counsel for the Louisiana Mid

 5   Continent Oil and Gas

 6   Association. Our membership

 7   represents both refiners and L&G

 8   companies in the state, and I am

 9   here today, and I do apologize

10   for not submitting a comment

11   beforehand, but I do have a

12   letter that I would like to enter

13   into the record that basically

14   says we want to please urge

15   you-all to adopt these rules as

16   fast as possible.  We do

17   recognize that there is an

18   opportunity to improve at some

19   places and we will submit

20   additional comments asking for

21   clarification in some areas of

22   the rules, but at this point we

23   do ask and urge you to adopt them

24   as soon as possible. Thanks so

25   much.
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 1       MR. WINDHAM:

 2       Thank you, Mr. Gray.  Next we

 3   have Douglas Melancon.

 4       MR. MELANCON:

 5       Good morning.  Douglas

 6   Melancon.  ExxonMobil employee.

 7   I work in the environment group

 8   at the Baton Rouge complex.  I'm

 9   a lifelong Louisiana resident.

10   Graduated from LSU, stayed in

11   Baton Rouge. My wife is a teacher

12   in the East Baton Rouge school

13   system.  I live in Mid City and

14   I've raised two kids in Baton

15   Rouge and we are proud to be from

16   Baton Rouge.  I urge you to

17   support LED's new guidelines.

18   This will encourage economic

19   development and make for a

20   predictable stable tax climate,

21   which is a key consideration for

22   companies considering future

23   investments.  Continue economic

24   growth and prosperity depends on

25   a business environment that
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 1   encourages capital investment and

 2   creates jobs.  I want Louisiana's

 3   economy to prosper and grow.

 4   ExxonMobil recently announced a

 5   $50 billion in plan investments

 6   for the Gulf Coast.  I want those

 7   investments and opportunities to

 8   come here to Baton Rouge.  I want

 9   to stay in Baton Rouge and I want

10   my children to stay in Baton

11   Rouge.  We have to be -- we have

12   to be strategic.  We have to be

13   competitive now to allow for

14   future growth and success.

15   Consider the jobs currently

16   created by ExxonMobil investments

17   in our area.  Greater than 6,900

18   full time Exxon employees and

19   contractors consider the jobs

20   created by those jobs.  These

21   jobs are the fuel that drive the

22   Baton Rouge economy.

23       Lastly, as a employee and

24   someone's whose entire career has

25   been spent in the environmental
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 1   regulatory world, ExxonMobil is

 2   committed to being a good source

 3   of the environment.  We

 4   understand our responsibility to

 5   this community and our commitment

 6   to our right to operate.  Thank

 7   you.

 8       MR. WINDHAM:

 9       Thank you, Mr. Melancon.

10   Next we have David Hunagriff.

11       MR. FINK:

12       I am sorry I couldn't open

13   before the day -- I am Frank

14   Fink.  I'm the Director of

15   Economic Development for St. Mary

16   Parish, and so I do appreciate

17   the fact you did send Don a

18   comment letter already and in

19   general we have some agreement,

20   but we also have -- we are going

21   to ask the board to consider

22   maybe some other things within

23   the new rules.

24       We do agree that the fact

25   that you shortened Exhibit A
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 1   going down to 13 pages that we

 2   hope that you will continue to

 3   shorten that because we may have

 4   Industrial Tax Exemption projects

 5   with about 700,010 employees and

 6   even the 13 page document would

 7   be overwhelming to them, so we

 8   hope that you consider shortening

 9   that up.  The proposal to adjust

10   the level, and the terms and the

11   magnitude is fine with us, we

12   don't have a problem with that.

13   The request we have is why now do

14   we have a top down process that's

15   proposed by the department -- by

16   the department and the C&I board.

17   The parish is a political

18   subdivision that offers the

19   Industrial Tax Exemption to

20   manufacturers as it is set.  If

21   the benefits of that project in

22   our parish is seeking incentives

23   itself, we take a positive look

24   at it.  Regardless of the state

25   still benefits from the
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 1   manufacturing expansion through

 2   sales tax and income tax

 3   collections, the proposed process

 4   does not recognize parish

 5   leadership by going around parish

 6   President directly to the parish

 7   taxing authority.  So what

 8   suggestions would we like to make

 9   to you.  We'd like you to

10   consider that the parishes have a

11   local option to determine

12   expansion in your parish.  The

13   state will still have the

14   responsibility to produce Exhibit

15   A and to monitor the process.  90

16   percent of the Industrial Tax

17   Exemption projects begin at the

18   parish level.  The parish will

19   evaluate the benefits to the

20   incentive and the expansion as

21   positive.  We will get our taxing

22   authorities to sign off and send

23   this to LEDC.  This could take

24   off a lot of time in the process

25   and if LEDC approves of what we
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 1   do in the Exhibit A is put in

 2   place, we can go right ahead with

 3   the C&I board approval and send

 4   it on to the Governor for his

 5   signature.

 6       In St. Mary Parish, taxing

 7   authorities have granted

 8   authority by resolution to the

 9   parish President to act on their

10   behalf if the parish level

11   benefits exceed the incentive

12   offer for the project and the

13   parish President must inform and

14   discuss with each taxing

15   authorities designee.  In

16   economic development terms, the

17   benefits of the project. Other

18   parishes may have similar systems

19   in place or develop a local

20   option to facilitate, grant them

21   the Industrial Tax Exemption.  If

22   offering is not satisfactory let

23   us suggest that the local option

24   be considered for all projects

25   that qualify for ITEP with a
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 1   capital investment below $10

 2   million.  This will alleviate the

 3   burden of the secretary and the

 4   C&I board of dealing with a much

 5   smaller ITEP proposals.  Thank

 6   you.

 7       MR. WINDHAM:

 8       Thank you, Mr. Fink.

 9       MR. HUNAGRIFF:

10       Thank you, sir. Thank you

11   secretary.  My name is David

12   Hunagriff.  I'm St. Mary Parish

13   President, and like Mr. Fink said

14   prior to that, in 2016 the

15   Governor signed the executive

16   order and I thought it was a good

17   thing.  Having local input into

18   the process, which was tremendous

19   especially how we are truly the

20   one that are truly affected by

21   this.  But in doing so I

22   recognize right off the bat the

23   pitfalls that we're dealing with.

24   As a businessman, I cringe at the

25   thought of my company or any
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 1   other company having to go

 2   between -- before each of these

 3   tax entities and have to sit and

 4   ask permission to get that

 5   exemption because even through

 6   this process as Frank Fink

 7   mentioned, it becomes more beyond

 8   the merits of what your review --

 9   the process of the application

10   which of -- of which you are

11   requiring, it becomes political,

12   so what we did was we went to

13   each and every taxing entity. The

14   five cities in St. Mary Parish;

15   the school board and sheriff and

16   the city and parish council, and

17   out of that the total of 48

18   individuals and only one voted

19   against it.  They all gave me the

20   authority to use their authority

21   in deciding this, and, again, why

22   is this important because it

23   streamlines the process.  It's

24   the best of both worlds.  It

25   brings it to the local level and
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 1   in that resolution I am required

 2   to discuss and inform each

 3   entity's designee, so everyone is

 4   going to be informed what is

 5   going on and instead of this

 6   process taking 60 days, we can do

 7   it in 14.

 8       So I suggest looking forward

 9   trying to combine the two, and

10   parishes that have resource,

11   parishes that are actually doing

12   what St. Mary Parish did can

13   streamline the process, getting

14   everyone on board, give that

15   authority to the Parish President

16   and with that parish having the

17   resources to their own analysis

18   at a certain level like Mr. Frank

19   mentioned, pick a number, ten

20   million, five million, allow us

21   to start the process from the

22   bottom up and continue this so we

23   can streamline for businesses.

24   Thank you.

25       MR. WINDHAM:
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 1       Thank you, sir.  Next we have

 2   Robert Berg.

 3       MR. BERG:

 4       Ditto.

 5       MR. WINDHAM:

 6       Thank you. Next we have Chad

 7   Istre.

 8       MR. ISTRE:

 9       Good morning, everyone.  I

10   like to say as Robert said ditto

11   and I am so happy this morning.

12   I'm Chad Istre.  I'm an

13   ExxonMobil Employee for 20 years.

14   I am a 10th generation

15   Louisianian married to an 8th

16   generation Louisianian with two

17   Louisianian children and would

18   love to stay here. I'm so

19   pleased.  Secretary Pierson what

20   you said, there is one foot that

21   sticks with me, not every change

22   is an improvement but every

23   improvement requires a change, I

24   love what you said.  Every

25   organization needs to look at
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 1   itself and make itself

 2   continually better.  I make

 3   mistakes every day.  I need to

 4   keep doing better and better

 5   until we get to eternity.  And

 6   Chairman Windham, I like what you

 7   said that this is good

 8   compromise. So I would say ditto.

 9   I'm pleased with what y'all are

10   doing.  I think some things in

11   life work, some things don't. And

12   I tell the story that when this

13   happened in 1936 when this was

14   first passed, and I asked people

15   and sometimes they know and

16   sometimes they don't. If

17   something is going on in the

18   world in 1936 there is a big

19   demand for fuel across the world.

20   Does anybody know what it was?

21   World War II, right.  And our

22   grandparents and great

23   grandparents passed this tax

24   referral program to attract

25   business to give generational
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 1   jobs here in Louisiana.  Four of

 2   the five ExxonMobil facilities

 3   that have never been built here

 4   if it weren't for that case.

 5   Picked up in 1963 where we would

 6   have got Disney World but so be

 7   it and let's not do that again.

 8   80 years later when it is

 9   overturned this is a compromise

10   to get it back.  Maybe this is

11   2.0 and maybe some day we can get

12   that to 3.0.  One of these boards

13   put together that we're now 12th

14   best in manufacturing

15   friendliness.  We used to be No.

16   1.  Who goes for the record?  Who

17   goes to the 12th car dealership

18   to get the 12th best deal and is

19   happy about it.  It's the same as

20   losing 11 times over.  Let's put

21   Louisiana first again.  Thank

22   you. Ditto.  I appreciate you.

23       MR. WINDHAM:

24       Thank you.  Next we have

25   Alexis Hector.
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 1       MS. HECTOR:

 2       Ditto.

 3       MR. WINDHAM:

 4       Thank you.  Ms. Diane Haley

 5   or Hadley?

 6       MS. HANLEY:

 7       Hanley.

 8       MR. WINDHAM:

 9       Hanley.  I am so sorry.

10       MS. HANLEY:

11       My name is Diane Hanley and I

12   really appreciate having these

13   three minutes, and I thank you

14   for telling me that you value my

15   opinion.  You are going to hear a

16   lot of different opinions from

17   mine, and so I would really like

18   mine in the record. I'm hoping

19   that you know the story of the

20   Emperors New Clothes, and if you

21   don't, I would tell you to please

22   read it tonight because this is

23   what is happening here today.  We

24   are exposing ourselves to a story

25   that has been told for 80 years
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 1   and we are having something woven

 2   for us that is telling us that

 3   there are jobs being created

 4   through ITEP.  These companies

 5   are creating jobs and I'm glad

 6   they have jobs but the way these

 7   rules are written, it is saying

 8   that whether there are jobs or

 9   not, come on in and we'll give

10   you a break.  30 hours of work

11   for one week and we counted.

12   That's what's going on here

13   today.  So I want you to know

14   when you read the story of the

15   Emperors New Clothes and you

16   think about that child that comes

17   forward and says, the Emperor has

18   no clothes, that's the citizens

19   of the state who are waking up.

20   I know there are experts in the

21   field.  The experts are very

22   happy with these rules and there

23   is a reason and they will come

24   again and again.  I'm not sure

25   who the compromise was with but
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 1   it wasn't with me because I can

 2   show you over and over again

 3   where these rules continue the

 4   status quo.  It's not changing

 5   things.  If this is a requirement

 6   of jobs then the jobs will show

 7   up and we will see them, but if

 8   you have to write the rules in a

 9   way so that it is so vague about

10   new jobs coming along, we want

11   ten year jobs.  We want jobs that

12   are going to last at least as

13   long as the exemptions, and these

14   are saying that they can have

15   jobs that are, you know, 30 hours

16   a week for one week, one month is

17   what this stands for, so I want

18   us to really consider what is the

19   truth of what is going on here

20   and to stop seeing things as if

21   they are clothes on us when they

22   are not.

23       I think we are allowing the

24   proposed rules to create zero

25   real jobs and growth and even job
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 1   cuts disguised as job gains.  I

 2   want y'all to look at this

 3   honestly.  The experts keep

 4   telling us this is what you see,

 5   this is what you see, but what

 6   we're doing is exposing our

 7   Emperor to what is not real.  You

 8   will have the testimony and you

 9   can ask for more testimony about

10   what is really happening here.

11   Our recommendation is that the

12   revised rules should establish

13   clear stipulations for contract

14   labor, requiring that it be

15   counted on a full time equivalent

16   ten year basis to close the

17   phantom job loophole.  We're also

18   asking that there be real

19   established return on investment

20   analysis that, Mr. Pierson, we

21   appreciate your 28 years of

22   service and the knowledge you

23   have in your heart and your head

24   but you may not be here forever

25   and we need to have these rules,
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 1   these analysis come from the

 2   experts that will corroborate

 3   your statements of history and

 4   knowledge, and we appreciate you

 5   giving us that, but we want

 6   analysis that will be in

 7   statements that will be written

 8   that we can look at ourselves.

 9   If you are telling the locals you

10   are going to give it to us, give

11   it to us.  We're asking for it.

12   We don't want it just being told

13   to us.  As locals, as citizens

14   we're learning what we need to

15   learn about this ITEP program and

16   we're going to be calling out

17   that the Emperor has new clothes

18   when the Emperor has new clothes,

19   and we ask you as people who are

20   policymakers to look at this more

21   carefully, more closely and at

22   the analysis that we at Together

23   Louisiana are putting forth.

24   Thank you very much.

25       MR. WINDHAM:
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 1       Thank you, Ms. Hanley.  Mr.

 2   Roger Bagert.

 3       MR. BAGERT:

 4       Good morning.  My name is

 5   Roger Bagert representing

 6   Together Louisiana.  After you

 7   read the Emperors New Clothes I

 8   encourage you to read the

 9   proposed rules.

10       We don't have a problem with

11   the elements of this agreement of

12   policy choices made by the rules.

13   That's not what I want to testify

14   to today.  We commented ourselves

15   to that.  It's to drafting

16   choices or errors that muddy and

17   confuse things.  The -- the sense

18   of urgency is real and it's

19   around the need for certainty and

20   clear expectations, and that's

21   not a need shared only by

22   applicant companies in the

23   business community.  We all feel

24   that.  We all want this thing to

25   be settled.  But if there are
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 1   areas of ambiguity that will not

 2   only maintain but enhance

 3   uncertainty then the process of

 4   rushing this through to get it

 5   done in August instead of

 6   September won't meet the goal of

 7   certainty, it will increase

 8   uncertainty.

 9       Give you three examples.  On

10   the first page of the rules it

11   talks about when the new rules

12   are meant to apply and it says --

13   this is under C3.  It says, first

14   that after June 24, 2016 but

15   before June -- July 1, 2018 the

16   applicant has the option of

17   choosing between the rules

18   promulgated on June of 2017 or

19   the current rules that are about

20   to be promulgated, and the next

21   sentence says that applications

22   within advanced notice filed

23   after June 24th but before

24   October -- June 24, 2016 but

25   before October 21, 2016 thou
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 1   shall be subject to the rules on

 2   June 20, 2017.  The second subset

 3   is contained within the first, so

 4   now we have a shall that is

 5   directly in contradiction with

 6   the previous sentence.  That

 7   wouldn't increase certainty, that

 8   will increase uncertainty and

 9   probably legal litigation.

10       Second around jobs, in the

11   Enterprise Zone Program jobs are

12   admirably defined.  It says we

13   are going to establish a baseline

14   based on a 12 month prior

15   history.  The current standard

16   for jobs includes job retention,

17   and here is what qualifies for

18   job retention, any investment,

19   quote, to employ best practice or

20   innovative state of the art

21   technology, any investment to

22   increase maximum capacity or

23   efficiency that is any investment

24   ever made because why would you

25   make an investment except to
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 1   increase your maximum capacity.

 2   Once that loophole is created

 3   around retention, any job that's

 4   at least 30 hours that doesn't

 5   have a specified term, so if I

 6   hire somebody for a week but I

 7   haven't specified it's a week,

 8   under these rules can be made and

 9   understood to apply as equivalent

10   to a ten year full time job.

11   It's no longer a question of

12   whether that interpretation will

13   be made, it is being made.

14   Applications that have been

15   submitted to the Board of

16   Commerce and Industry already

17   include an -- I'm not going to

18   name the company because it's

19   beside the point here today, but

20   it's a public record, include job

21   creation of 257 new jobs since

22   December of 2017 to March of 2018

23   when there has been no new

24   hiring.

25       What's happening, contract
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 1   jobs are being counted on an

 2   apples to apples basis when it's

 3   not apples to apples it's apples

 4   to oranges.

 5       Finally, there is a

 6   requirement for return on

 7   investment statement that was

 8   originally put into the executive

 9   order in the rules promulgated in

10   June of 2017.  It is the position

11   of LEDC as expressed in an e-mail

12   to us through their executive

13   counsel that this return on

14   investment statement is not

15   required to be written or formal.

16   That it can be eyeballed.  That

17   it can be judged by the

18   experience and intuition of the

19   secretary.  We think that's an

20   untamable position.  We think

21   that is not a sound basis by

22   which to establish whether to

23   grant public resources for

24   private purposes, and we think

25   it's the responsibility of this
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 1   board to clarify that a return on

 2   investment statement must be

 3   based on a return on investment

 4   analysis that is both written and

 5   formal.  Thank you.

 6       MR. WINDHAM:

 7       Thank you, Mr. Bagert.  Next

 8   we have Traci --

 9       MS. GREEN:

10       Green.

11       MR. WINDHAM:

12       Green. I'm sorry.

13       MS. GREEN:

14       Ditto to supporting LED.

15       MR. WINDHAM:

16       Thank you, ma'am.  Jasmine

17   Payne.

18       MS. PAYNE:

19       Ditto.

20       MR. WINDHAM:

21       Thank you, Jasmine.  David

22   Parker.

23       MR. PARKER:

24       I support ITEP.  Thank you.

25       MR. WINDHAM:
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 1       Thank you.  Deborah Meaux.

 2   Please, behind the -- yeah.

 3   Thank you.

 4       MS. MEAUX:

 5       Good morning. I am Debbie

 6   Meaux.  I'm President of the

 7   Louisiana Association of Educator

 8   and I have been in education for

 9   43 years.

10       First, thank you for allowing

11   me to speak.  I am here today to

12   ask this board to consider the

13   negative impact of making local

14   school ad valorem tax money a

15   phantom promise leaving our

16   school system struggling to

17   provide the needs of children and

18   school employees why we continue

19   to keep wealthy corporate

20   companies from paying their

21   constitutional ad valorem taxes

22   to help support community

23   services and schools.  I ask this

24   board to remove school districts

25   from the ITEP completely.

0059

 1   Schools should not bear the

 2   burden and the harmful effects

 3   incurred through the non-payment

 4   of tax money sorely needed by

 5   every school district to pay the

 6   employees, build or refurbish

 7   school buildings and most

 8   importantly give students

 9   resources needed to become

10   successful in life.  Louisiana is

11   the only state in the union that

12   shaves away local taxes from

13   schools.  Mississippi doesn't do

14   it.  Texas doesn't do it.

15   Arkansas doesn't do it.  In fact,

16   Louisiana is the only state in

17   the country that raises its much

18   needed tax money to companies

19   that are wealthier and better off

20   than our school districts.

21   Though many will say that the

22   exemption it won't provide much

23   in the way of helping to fill the

24   needs of our school systems, we

25   all have to acknowledge it will
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 1   be more than they correctly

 2   receive.  And in a world of

 3   education every single dollar

 4   counts.

 5       Over time as property returns

 6   to the catch roles, the income

 7   from these ad valorem taxes will

 8   accumulate to provide a growing

 9   dollar amount.  Our children here

10   in East Baton Rouge Parish school

11   district and children in all

12   school districts around the state

13   deserve every dollar we can put

14   to work for them.  Additionally

15   our taxpayers who are always the

16   first that we go to when we need

17   money for our schools deserve a

18   break in the taxes they pay.  If

19   we removed school districts from

20   this tax exemption program all

21   together, we would be giving our

22   tax payers a break in what they

23   have to pay in order to educate

24   their children.  Thank you.

25       MR. WINDHAM:
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 1       Thank you, Ms. Meaux.  Girard

 2   Melancon, CP -- I am sorry, Ph.D.

 3   Sorry, sir.

 4       MR. MELANCON:

 5       I was going to say my brother

 6   is in the room, but he is in New

 7   York City.  Once again, Girard

 8   Melancon. I am not a native

 9   Louisiana, but before I get into

10   that, I'm currently the Executive

11   Director for WorkForce Education

12   at Baton Rouge Community College,

13   and I am also President of the

14   national council for workforce

15   education, so we have a 400

16   member community college

17   workforce develop group that I'm

18   President elect for, and I'm

19   really the envy of a lot of my

20   colleagues on the board.  I also

21   was raised in the State of

22   Illinois.  Funny, my dad is

23   Donald Melancon, which, by the

24   way, he found a stage someplace

25   in the common system of Illinois.
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 1   I'm not sure if there is another

 2   stage village at all, but I was

 3   raised in the State of Illinois,

 4   and growing up there, southeast

 5   Chicago, the rust belt of the

 6   Midwest, and I pray every day,

 7   who my dad was the principal, he

 8   died early, 63, and my mother is

 9   still alive and she was a school

10   teacher of 43 years and she still

11   receives a state pension for

12   however long that is because the

13   state budget of Illinois is

14   horrendous because of no industry

15   and a lot of high migration.

16       I don't want to see that

17   happen here in Baton Rouge.  I

18   also studied in Colorado for

19   seven years.  I was groomed to be

20   a city manager.  I understand the

21   role of ad valorem property tax

22   and how they can fund local

23   communities and systems and so

24   forth.  But without a signal of

25   strong economic development and
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 1   growth, nothing is going to grow.

 2   We are in the workforce.  These

 3   part time jobs I have seen

 4   firsthand, my unit is built

 5   around industry base

 6   certification with the unskilled

 7   worker to a middle skilled

 8   worker.  Our economy is built

 9   around middle skilled jobs.  20

10   percent unskilled, 54 percent

11   currently, 57 percent currently

12   middle skilled. Most of those

13   skills are industrial plants;

14   pipers, welders, instrumentation

15   techs, electricians, and so

16   forth.  Working with Exxon right

17   now for the past four years or

18   so.  We are rating unskilled

19   workers and moving them up in

20   north Baton Rouge community from

21   a laborer blaster painter to a

22   pipe fitter, electrician or

23   welder. We're doing that.  People

24   are growing.

25       This industry -- there is no
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 1   other industry that can do that.

 2   It could be tech jobs and we

 3   could be moving three people at a

 4   time or anything else, mass skill

 5   of movement of population,

 6   industrial skill jobs is where

 7   it's at.

 8       So, in short, I support these

 9   proposed changes and do it

10   quickly.  The globe is watching

11   us.  But to send a message across

12   the globe in that we are truly

13   open for business in Louisiana,

14   and I don't want to be a part of

15   and I really want to sustain from

16   becoming the new rust belt of the

17   south.  Thank you.

18       MR. WINDHAM:

19       Thank you, Dr. Melancon.

20   Brad Allen.  Brad -- I am sorry.

21       MR. ALLEN:

22       Thank you.  My name is Brad

23   Allen. I'm with ExxonMobil.  I am

24   the operations manager at our

25   Baton Rouge polyolefins plant on
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 1   the north side of east Baton

 2   Rouge. You can probably tell from

 3   my accent I was not born here in

 4   Louisiana.  I'm not a 10th

 5   generation but I'm definitely

 6   proud to call it home and I plan

 7   to stay here for many years.  I

 8   am a husband and two children

 9   that I want them to have the

10   opportunity here in Baton Rouge

11   that I have had.

12       I support -- I think it's

13   important to really show support

14   for ITEP here.

15       Chairman Windham, you

16   mentioned earlier about the

17   competitiveness of our state, the

18   true mentality of ITEP.  ITEP for

19   that, so I want to bring that to

20   a project that we're actually

21   considering here in East Baton

22   Rouge.  I think Chad mentioned

23   already that ExxonMobil is

24   looking at a $50 billion worth of

25   investment in the Gulf Coast.
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 1   That's a pretty big number, and

 2   we want a lot of that here in.

 3       MR. WINDHAM:

 4       We want all of it.

 5       MR. ALLEN:

 6       So at the polyolefins plant

 7   we are on that. We are

 8   considering a major investment as

 9   an expansion of polypropylene. So

10   polypropylene, that is a plastic

11   product that goes in everything

12   from food containers to diapers

13   to wipes to medical scrubs to

14   automobiles, right.  And

15   automobiles, that's a product

16   that helps lighten the vehicle

17   with high strength.  Some of our

18   new technologies there.  It

19   actually saves gasoline.  Sounds

20   odd from an ExxonMobil guy saying

21   that statement, right.  But for

22   us to be able to evaluate a

23   project such as that, we have to

24   have regulatory and tax

25   certainty, okay, to remain
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 1   competitive.

 2       So polypropylene is a product

 3   that we make around the globe and

 4   we make it right next door in

 5   Texas as well.  We have to remain

 6   competitive with other states.

 7   We -- when we're looking at a

 8   project like this, I mean, the

 9   amount of incentives that come

10   out of ITEP for us they can make

11   or break that product -- that

12   project, and we want that project

13   right here in our hometown.

14       So with no investment here, I

15   mean, it means no sales tax,

16   right, it means no jobs, it means

17   no increase to the long term

18   income tax base and to the long

19   term income property tax base, so

20   I said personally, I want the

21   company to invest here.  I want

22   jobs here. I want growth here.

23   And I want a brighter future for

24   Baton Rouge and Louisiana. Thank

25   you for your time.
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 1       MR. WINDHAM:

 2       Thank you, Mr. Allen.

 3   Gregory Bowser.  He ditto that.

 4   I'm assuming.  Jessica Pranjic.

 5   Pranjic.  Please correct my

 6   pronunciation.

 7       MS. PRANJIC:

 8       You had it right.  It's

 9   Pranjic.

10       So good morning. My name is

11   Jessica Pranjic.  I am the

12   manager of communications and

13   workforce development with the

14   Greater Baton Rouge Industry

15   Alliance, and I am here today to

16   urge you to support these new

17   guidelines by LEDC, and we do

18   know that ITEP has successfully

19   served as an investment for

20   economic growth in our area, and

21   I would also like -- to this is

22   on multiplier effect on

23   manufacturing that for every one

24   manufacturing job required for a

25   project an additional eight to
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 1   nine jobs beyond just direct

 2   construction and contractor

 3   employment is required to help

 4   support that investment.

 5       I would also like to bring up

 6   the fact that industry in the

 7   capital region does pay two

 8   thirds of all property taxes

 9   again in capital region, so,

10   again, I just want to urge

11   support of these new guidelines

12   to help enhance the

13   predictability for business

14   investment in the future. So,

15   thank you.

16       MR. WINDHAM:

17       Thank you.  Russell

18   Richardson.

19       MR. RICHARDSON:

20       Good morning.  My name is

21   Russell Richardson.  I'm

22   representing the Baton Rouge Area

23   of Chamber. We serve as the

24   economic development organization

25   for the non-parish capital
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 1   region.

 2       ITEP is one of the most

 3   important economic tools that we

 4   use to attract and retain

 5   business in capital region.

 6   Since the executive order was

 7   issued in June 2016 there's been

 8   a great deal of uncertainty and

 9   unpredictability around ITEP.

10   Without much structure and

11   guidelines it's been difficult

12   and local governments to

13   implement the program.  The local

14   process is very widely between

15   the parishes since 2016 and in

16   some cases the program have

17   effectively been brought to a

18   standstill.  These new rules more

19   clearly define the local input.

20   It provides a more simple and

21   straight forward approval

22   process.  Providing a return on

23   investment statement and

24   recommendation to local taxing

25   authorities gives locals the
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 1   information needed to make

 2   responsible decisions for

 3   companies considering investment

 4   in our communities.

 5       On behalf of our organization

 6   and its 1,500 business we

 7   represent, we ask you to adopt

 8   the proposed rules on the fastest

 9   available timeline. These rules

10   are a great step forward in

11   providing a more transparent and

12   predictable program which is key

13   to returning Louisiana and the

14   capital region to a competitive

15   location for new investment.

16   Thank you.

17       MR. WINDHAM:

18       Thank you, Mr. Richardson.

19   Stephanie Cargile.

20       MS. CARGILE:

21       Good morning.  I'm Stephanie

22   Cargile.  I'm the public affairs

23   manager at ExxonMobil, but more

24   importantly I am a lifelong

25   resident of Baton Rouge and
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 1   Louisiana and my great

 2   grandfather help bring standard

 3   oil here to Baton Rouge.  My

 4   great uncle helped Southern

 5   University locate on its current

 6   location.  So I am deeply

 7   committed to the state and I

 8   think what you guys are

 9   considering today, these revised

10   rules is a huge step in the right

11   direction for predictability for

12   us.

13       As you have heard today from

14   several of our employees and from

15   Brad, and you-all know we are

16   considering a major project in

17   Baton Rouge, and we are looking

18   for that predictability to be

19   able to understand the cost of

20   investing in Louisiana versus

21   other places right now.

22       I would like to also say that

23   something that is not often

24   mentioned is what is happening in

25   the Gulf Coast with not just
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 1   Exxon but other industry.  It's a

 2   huge time of growth, and we want

 3   Louisiana to be able to compete

 4   for that growth.  We want more

 5   projects to come here.  Right now

 6   I know a lot of focus is on jobs

 7   and we are at max of simulation.

 8   That means we are hiring to the

 9   top level and we are hiring right

10   here in Baton Rouge but those are

11   going to be for jobs across the

12   Gulf Coast, so those jobs are

13   going to follow where the

14   investment goes.  We want those

15   jobs to stay right here in

16   Louisiana.

17       And the last thing that I

18   will mention is that beyond the

19   direct economic impact that

20   investment can bring and that

21   extends to those contractor jobs

22   to even restaurants that benefit,

23   the local retailers, all of the

24   different suppliers and vendors

25   that benefit from investment.  I
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 1   think we also need to consider

 2   what we can do with our local

 3   communities as a partnership.  A

 4   lot of the rhetoric we have heard

 5   has made economic development a

 6   bad thing and it is not.  It is a

 7   very good thing and our local

 8   communities need to understand

 9   that they can benefit when we

10   bring investment here.  Whether

11   it's the $13 million we were able

12   to get to Louisiana to help our

13   teachers and help our school

14   system.  We're expanding that

15   program this summer to extend to

16   800 teachers.  Investment --

17   project investment brings

18   community investment with it.  We

19   want to do more in north Baton

20   Rouge.  We want to do more for

21   our educators.  We want to do

22   more for our community.

23       So, thank you, this is a

24   great step in the right direction

25   and let's keep moving forward for
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 1   Louisiana.

 2       MR. WINDHAM:

 3       Thank you, Ms. Cargile.  The

 4   next we have Steve Nosacka.

 5       MR. NOSACKA:

 6       Good morning. I am Steve

 7   Nosacka.  I am the public affairs

 8   manager for the town of Gramercy,

 9   and also the grace of being able

10   to serve as mayor the last

11   several years, and also I served

12   St. James Parish as the economic

13   development consultant. I'm here

14   on behalf of our St. James Parish

15   elected officials to encourage

16   you and tell you that we

17   absolutely support these changes

18   especially in the stability that

19   we think this will bring and

20   continue to bring to our economic

21   development and also our

22   community development efforts.

23   We continue to appreciate in

24   value this that the changes --

25   that these changes preserve the
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 1   -- preserve and continue to give

 2   our local stakeholders the final

 3   say in our property tax dollars.

 4   I heard a mayor say before or

 5   several years back at the

 6   capital, you know it's really

 7   troubling when you have to come

 8   to Baton Rouge for your money,

 9   but for all that, which is why I

10   continue to support and encourage

11   you to adopt these changes that

12   allow us to have the final say

13   where our local property tax

14   dollars go.  Again, we thank you

15   for this and God speed to you in

16   your efforts to get it

17   implemented.

18       MR. WINDHAM:

19       Thank you, Mayor Nosacka.

20   Robert Thompson.

21       MR. THOMPSON:

22       My name is Robert Thompson

23   and I am a life long resident of

24   Baton Rouge, and I want to say

25   that the changes that you bring

0077

 1   forth are headed in the right

 2   direction, but I would request

 3   that you take a look at the

 4   loopholes that Mr. Bagert and the

 5   other lady from Together Baton

 6   Rouge has brought forth as the

 7   loopholes in this -- in these

 8   changes and also Ms. Loop brought

 9   forth the idea of education and

10   exempting East Baton Rouge Parish

11   School Board from the ITEP.  I

12   personally have a daughter who is

13   a school teacher and she taught

14   here in East Baton Rouge Parish

15   for three years and finally had

16   to realize that she couldn't

17   sustain a decent livelihood of

18   her pay.  The teachers here have

19   not received a raise in ten

20   years.  She is in Atlanta now and

21   has received a raise every year

22   she's been there, so I'm

23   requesting those two things that

24   you take a look at the proposed

25   that we brought forward and also
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 1   look at exempting East Baton

 2   Rouge Parish from the rules.

 3   Thank you.

 4       MR. WINDHAM:

 5       Thank you, Mr. Thompson.

 6   That was the last of our comment

 7   cards.  Is anyone else with us

 8   today that would like to step

 9   forward?  Please step forward and

10   fill a card for me afterward. I

11   am sorry. I don't have them. As

12   you said before, our first

13   meeting was seven hours and I

14   want people to have their

15   opportunity to express

16   themselves. So please step

17   forward and fill out the card

18   afterward and if for some reason

19   we don't have it so we have it in

20   the record.

21       MR. SMITH:

22       Ronald Smith.  I'm chairman

23   of the board of the Baton Rouge

24   Economic Development District.  I

25   think she has the card.  And my
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 1   executive director here, we were

 2   both -- I could have easily said

 3   ditto but there is a few

 4   exceptions to the ditto.  One is

 5   that we are in support of the

 6   economic development,

 7   particularly and we have been

 8   charged with the function of

 9   developing Baton Rouge north.

10   It's been overlooked.  Economic

11   development is going to --

12   immediately is going to make or

13   break the north Baton Rouge area.

14   I'm a life long resident of Baton

15   Rouge but I did work for General

16   Motors at that time, which is the

17   largest corporation in America.

18   And if anybody knows what

19   happened to General Motors

20   several years ago what happened

21   to the City of Detroit, and I

22   strongly, as Dr. Melancon

23   mentioned, some of the other

24   industries in the rust belt, I

25   would sure not have to leave
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 1   Baton Rouge as I did Detroit due

 2   to the situation that happened

 3   there.

 4       Both my daughters have left

 5   the state because of the lack of

 6   opportunity for them, but also as

 7   we -- in the north Baton Rouge

 8   region, we talked to barbers,

 9   landscapers, all of those people

10   that have not been mentioned

11   here, all of those trickle down

12   jobs that are related to this and

13   not being counted.  I think you

14   have to take those jobs into

15   consideration.  There are two

16   YMCA's in this parish that bear

17   the name of industrial business.

18   Actually, three.  There is on the

19   westbank and there is an

20   ExxonMobil YMCA and it's one of

21   those facilities that have been

22   able to open or operate without

23   the assistance of major millions

24   of dollars in donations to drive

25   summer camps, swim programs and
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 1   the like, so a lot of these

 2   things are not taken into

 3   consideration under the dollars

 4   that are counted, so we are in

 5   support of economic development.

 6   ITEP is just one of those

 7   functions that help bring that

 8   and I would like to yield the

 9   remainder of my time to the

10   executive director.

11       MR. WINDHAM:

12       Thank you, Mr. Smith, but

13   we're going to give you a full

14   three minutes, too.

15       MR. JACOBS:

16       Rinaldi Jacobs.  Of the Baton

17   Rouge North Economic Development

18   District.

19       In 1776 was the birth of this

20   nation. Also at that time Mr.

21   Addis misspoke, the wealth of the

22   nations was also created.  Within

23   the dynamic of this republic and

24   the dynamic of economics both

25   have played an important crucial
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 1   role in the development of this

 2   democracy.  It is without

 3   compromise and with compromise

 4   that this democracy will continue

 5   thus applicable to these rules

 6   while it is very, very important

 7   and we understand we must have a

 8   strong and vibrant democracy.

 9   Equally as important is having a

10   strong economic base for our

11   communities.

12       Many of us have watched the

13   dis -- and you can put whatever

14   you want behind dis in north

15   Baton Rouge.  Disinvestment,

16   disenfranchisement, dis and that

17   as we say in Morgan City where

18   I'm from in south Louisiana.  I

19   work in the oil patch.  I lost a

20   piece of one of my fingers in the

21   oil patch, so I'm very much

22   concerned with how industry

23   treats its citizens.  By the same

24   token those jobs in the oil patch

25   allowed me to get two degrees
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 1   from Southern University.  It

 2   allowed me to come back to

 3   Louisiana and raise my two sons

 4   here as opposed to a state of

 5   Connecticut where we were living

 6   for eight years.  We came back

 7   home.  It is a difficult

 8   challenge sometimes to tell young

 9   people of this generation to

10   stay, raise your children and put

11   them in public schools.  However,

12   my family has made that choice.

13   Not simply because Exxon is

14   there, my kids don't work for

15   those companies but they work for

16   other companies that are equally

17   as important to this city and the

18   stability of this parish.  They

19   both went to public schools and

20   both graduated from Southern

21   University.

22       What's my point?  The

23   industrial base in north Baton

24   Rouge is very, very crucial.

25   Isn't crucial as much as we call
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 1   ourselves the blue collar part of

 2   town as we do the medical parts,

 3   we'll call them the lab coats,

 4   and the downtown and governmental

 5   area we'll just call those white

 6   collar.  No matter which collar

 7   you wear or if you don't wear a

 8   collar at all, we believe that

 9   tax and training of workers is

10   equally as important as anything

11   else, so we as business leaders

12   are constantly bombarded with

13   this stability and

14   predictability, as a business

15   owner we need a stable workforce

16   and we need predictable taxes and

17   we need educated workforce and we

18   need compromise when it's time to

19   compromise.  Compromise usually

20   means, as I was taught as a young

21   political scientist at Southern

22   University, is that nobody gets

23   everything that they want but

24   everybody gets something else

25   that they need, so work the
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 1   rules, ladies and gentlemen, such

 2   that the citizen, their tax

 3   dollar benefit and there is

 4   predictability for bids as well

 5   as the many citizens of this city

 6   and of this state and of north

 7   Baton Rouge specifically, we not

 8   only deserve it, we have to have

 9   it. Thank you very much.

10       MR. WINDHAM:

11       Thank you, sir.  Caroline S.

12   Mays.

13       MS. MAYS:

14       Yes.

15       MR. WINDHAM:

16       Sorry we missed you earlier.

17       MS. MAYS:

18       No problem.  Good morning. My

19   name is Caroline Stampley Mays,

20   and I've held several positions

21   in my 19 years at ExxonMobil, and

22   my current role is project

23   procurement advisor of capital

24   investments to our Baton Rouge

25   complex.
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 1       Baton Rouge is home for me.

 2   I'm a product of the East Baton

 3   Rouge Parish School System,

 4   gifted and talented program.  I

 5   graduated from Scottlandville

 6   Magnet High School engineering

 7   program and I'm an alumna of

 8   Southern University where I

 9   obtained a degree in mechanical

10   engineering.  I, like many of my

11   peers, left Louisiana after

12   graduating and started my

13   professional career with

14   ExxonMobil in Baytown, Texas. I

15   spent just shy of five years away

16   before an opportunity arose,

17   which allowed me to relocate

18   home.  My husband is also a

19   native of Baton Rouge and a

20   physician who completed his

21   training abroad, but returned

22   back home to the community that

23   nursed him during his childhood.

24   My twin babies attend school here

25   and will be starting kindergarten
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 1   in the fall, and my parents,

 2   siblings and inloves {sic} which

 3   I like to call them, my inlaws,

 4   are all here in Baton Rouge as

 5   well.

 6       This proposal that you are

 7   all considering is very personal

 8   to me.  I want to be here.  I

 9   want there to be more opportunity

10   in Baton Rouge so that I can stay

11   here, so that my husband can stay

12   here and so that my kids can stay

13   here, so that engineering

14   students that I recruit at

15   Southern University can stay here

16   and the many kids, especially

17   young girls, that I mentor in the

18   community can stay here as well.

19   The only way to bring opportunity

20   is capital investment, and in

21   order to bring investment, we

22   need predictability.  I strongly

23   ask that you support LEDC

24   proposed new guidelines because

25   zero percent of zero is zero.
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 1   Thank you-all for the opportunity

 2   to speak.

 3       MR. WINDHAM:

 4       Thank you, Ms. Mays.  All

 5   right.  One last bite at the

 6   apple.

 7       Are there any other comments

 8   that -- any other individuals

 9   that would like to come forward

10   and make comments? Do you have a

11   card?  Please identify yourself.

12       MR. COPESKY:

13       Jeff Copesky.  I am with

14   ExxonMobil.  I wasn't going to

15   come up here but my references to

16   the people wearing clothes and

17   not wearing clothes and being

18   straight forward, my wife is in

19   the public school system and

20   she's -- to lay at the feet of

21   ITEP, the problems that we are

22   facing in our public school

23   system is just simply

24   disingenuous and opportunistic.

25   I hear every day what's going on

0089

 1   in the school system, and I can

 2   tell you what we need are people

 3   creating jobs, encouraging them

 4   to create jobs.

 5       I was looking at the handout

 6   here that says two of every three

 7   property tax dollars collected at

 8   the capital region come from

 9   industry.  In addition business

10   and industry pays 50 percent of

11   all state -- of sales taxes

12   collected in the state.  I think

13   we need to be growing instead of

14   dividing.  We do need to be

15   together, but we need to be

16   working together for solutions

17   that better everybody, and I

18   think I'm left with the --

19   another parable, and that's

20   killing the goose that lays the

21   golden eggs. I'm not saying that

22   we're perfect, but we are out

23   there trying to grow the state,

24   bringing more geese to this state

25   so we are all lifted up at the
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 1   same time, and I would just say I

 2   resent the divisiveness, I regret

 3   it, and I just don't think we

 4   should be the pinata for the

 5   problems of the state.  Thank you

 6   very much.

 7       MR. WINDHAM:

 8       Thank you, Mr. Copesky.  All

 9   right. So that was the last one.

10       Do we have any other

11   questions or comments by any of

12   the board members concerning any

13   of the rules? Don, unless you

14   have a question, I was going to

15   go over there.  No.  Any other

16   questions by any of the board

17   members?

18       All right. So I'm going to

19   give a quick highlight of the

20   upcoming dates and deadlines at

21   the highest of levels June 22nd

22   is the deadline to submit the

23   written comments.  June 25th, LED

24   will hold a public hearing

25   pursuant to the Administrative
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 1   Procedures Act.  Everyone is

 2   invited to that meeting.  And

 3   then on June 27th the C&I's

 4   regular board meeting to -- will

 5   include consideration of the

 6   proposed changes.  On the

 7   department's website, I believe

 8   we have this.  This.  Okay.  So

 9   this is a very detailed proposed

10   timeline for promulgation for

11   Industrial Tax Exemption rules.

12   May 10th activity has occurred.

13   May 20th has occurred. I just

14   mentioned the June 22nd meeting.

15   I just mentioned the June 25th

16   meeting.  On the 27th, again,

17   we'll deliberate and consider the

18   proposed rules.  The target date

19   for summary report oversight

20   committee because these rules

21   have to go to the oversight

22   committee of the house committee

23   on commerce -- would be easier

24   with glasses -- house committee

25   on commerce and city committee on
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 1   commerce and international

 2   affairs is targeted for June

 3   29th.  Assuming we go through

 4   that successfully with these

 5   proposed rules.  From July 5th

 6   through July 30th will be the

 7   timeframe with possible

 8   legislative oversight committee

 9   hearings could occur.  August

10   20th will be the final rule

11   publishing and Louisiana Register

12   and the effective date of the new

13   rules should they go forward.

14       So that kind of gives us a

15   timeline of those activities.

16   Are there any questions by any of

17   the board members concerning the

18   proposed timeline? Any questions

19   from the public? With that, I

20   will invite the secretary to give

21   comments.

22       MR. PIERSON:

23       I just, for the record, want

24   to make sure that we correctly

25   identified things.  I do have a
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 1   copy of a letter from St. Mary

 2   Parish dated 15 May regarding the

 3   ITEP rule changes in which St.

 4   Mary Parish in general sports the

 5   changes to the ITEP rule process

 6   but I think they want to clarify

 7   their position they do not

 8   support but recommend changes for

 9   consideration.  I will also note

10   that we have received a few more

11   letters this morning.  I continue

12   to log those letters into our

13   system.  We will make them

14   available via PDF, and that

15   inventory I anticipate will

16   continue to grow through the

17   closure of the written comment

18   period on 22 June, but I just

19   wanted the record to correctly

20   reflect the position of St. Mary

21   Parish.

22       MR. WINDHAM:

23       Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

24   With that, I don't know if we

25   need a motion for adjournment but
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 1              I will receive one.

 2                  MR. JONES:

 3                  So move.

 4                  MR. WINDHAM:

 5                  Made by Mr. Jones.  Seconded

 6              by Mr. Miller.  All in favor

 7              indicate with an aye.

 8                  ALL BOARD MEMBERS:

 9                  Aye.

10                  MR. WINDHAM:

11                  All opposed with a nay.

12              Motion carries.  Thanks again for

13              everyone turning up today.

14

15   (Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at 10:37

16   a.m.)

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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 1                REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

 2

 3                  I, RACHEL TORRES-REGIS, Certified

 4   Court Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana,

 5   as the officer before whom this meeting was

 6   taken, do hereby certify that this meeting was

 7   reported by me in the stenotype reporting method,

 8   was prepared and transcribed by me or under my

 9   personal direction and supervision, and is a true

10   and correct transcript to the best of my ability

11   and understanding;

12                  That the transcript has been

13   prepared in compliance with transcript format

14   guidelines required by statute or by rules of the

15   board, and that I am informed about the complete

16   arrangement, financial or otherwise, with the

17   person or entity making arrangements for

18   deposition services;

19                  That I have acted in compliance

20   with the prohibition on contractual

21   relationships, as defined by Louisiana Code of

22   Civil Procedure Article 1434 and in rules and

23   advisory opinions of the board;

24                  That I have no actual knowledge of

25   any prohibited employment or contractual
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 1   relationship, direct or indirect, between a court

 2   reporting firm and any party litigant in this

 3   matter nor is there any such relationship between

 4   myself and a party litigant in this matter.  I am

 5   not related to counsel or to the parties herein,

 6   nor am I otherwise interested in the outcome of

 7   this matter.

 8

 9   Dated this 7th day of June, 2018.

10
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14                     RACHEL TORRES-REGIS, CCR, RPR

15                     CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER
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		99						LN		4		20		false		20                  MR. COLEMAN:				false

		100						LN		4		21		false		21                  Major Coleman.  Ricky Fabra.				false

		101						LN		4		22		false		22              Manny Fajardo.  Jerry Jones.				false

		102						LN		4		23		false		23                  MR. JONES:				false

		103						LN		4		24		false		24                  Here.				false

		104						LN		4		25		false		25                  MS. SORRELL:				false

		105						PG		5		0		false		page 5				false

		106						LN		5		1		false		 1                  Heather Malone.				false

		107						LN		5		2		false		 2                  MS. MALONE:				false

		108						LN		5		3		false		 3                  Here.  Senator Martiny. Robby				false

		109						LN		5		4		false		 4              Miller.				false

		110						LN		5		5		false		 5                  MR. MILLER:				false

		111						LN		5		6		false		 6                  Here.				false

		112						LN		5		7		false		 7                  MS. SORRELL:				false

		113						LN		5		8		false		 8                  Jan Moller.				false

		114						LN		5		9		false		 9                  MR. MOLLER:				false

		115						LN		5		10		false		10                  Here.				false

		116						LN		5		11		false		11                  MS. SORRELL:				false

		117						LN		5		12		false		12                  Senator Chabert.  Secretary				false

		118						LN		5		13		false		13              Pierson.				false

		119						LN		5		14		false		14                  MR. PIERSON:				false

		120						LN		5		15		false		15                  Present.				false

		121						LN		5		16		false		16                  MS. SORRELL:				false

		122						LN		5		17		false		17                  Scott Richard.				false

		123						LN		5		18		false		18                  MR. RICHARD:				false

		124						LN		5		19		false		19                  Here.				false

		125						LN		5		20		false		20                  MS. SORRELL:				false

		126						LN		5		21		false		21                  Danny Shexnaydre.				false

		127						LN		5		22		false		22                  MR. SHEXNAYDRE:				false

		128						LN		5		23		false		23                  Here.				false

		129						LN		5		24		false		24                  MS. SORRELL:				false

		130						LN		5		25		false		25                  Ronnie Slone.  Bobby				false

		131						PG		6		0		false		page 6				false

		132						LN		6		1		false		 1              Williams.  Steve Windham.				false

		133						LN		6		2		false		 2                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		134						LN		6		3		false		 3                  Here.				false

		135						LN		6		4		false		 4                  MS. SORRELL:				false

		136						LN		6		5		false		 5                  Dr. Wilson.  We have a				false

		137						LN		6		6		false		 6              quorum.				false

		138						LN		6		7		false		 7                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		139						LN		6		8		false		 8                  Thank you.  First I would				false

		140						LN		6		9		false		 9              like to thank everyone for coming				false

		141						LN		6		10		false		10              to this meeting.  Your input is				false

		142						LN		6		11		false		11              important and is valued.				false

		143						LN		6		12		false		12              Secondly, I would like to let the				false

		144						LN		6		13		false		13              people that may not know that				false

		145						LN		6		14		false		14              Robert Adley had surgery in				false

		146						LN		6		15		false		15              Florida and there were				false

		147						LN		6		16		false		16              complications, so he is currently				false

		148						LN		6		17		false		17              in an impatient rehab.  I do not				false

		149						LN		6		18		false		18              know the details.  So if y'all				false

		150						LN		6		19		false		19              can all keep him in your prayers				false

		151						LN		6		20		false		20              that would be really nice.				false

		152						LN		6		21		false		21                  The purpose of this meeting,				false

		153						LN		6		22		false		22              I'm going to go over the format				false

		154						LN		6		23		false		23              of how we're going to proceed.				false

		155						LN		6		24		false		24              We're going to identify -- we did				false

		156						LN		6		25		false		25              a roll call.				false

		157						PG		7		0		false		page 7				false

		158						LN		7		1		false		 1                  The purpose of this meeting				false

		159						LN		7		2		false		 2              is to receive public comments on				false

		160						LN		7		3		false		 3              the proposed rules.  Secretary				false

		161						LN		7		4		false		 4              Pierson is going to give us an				false

		162						LN		7		5		false		 5              overview of the rules, which was				false

		163						LN		7		6		false		 6              published in the May 2018				false

		164						LN		7		7		false		 7              Louisiana Register.  Comments and				false

		165						LN		7		8		false		 8              questions from the board members				false

		166						LN		7		9		false		 9              will then be entertained and				false

		167						LN		7		10		false		10              responded to.  Comments and				false

		168						LN		7		11		false		11              questions by the public will be				false

		169						LN		7		12		false		12              heard, and I believe we have 15				false

		170						LN		7		13		false		13              people that want to make				false

		171						LN		7		14		false		14              comments.  15 to 20, so I think				false

		172						LN		7		15		false		15              we can give people three minutes				false

		173						LN		7		16		false		16              for their comments to be made.  I				false

		174						LN		7		17		false		17              would encourage people to stay on				false

		175						LN		7		18		false		18              point, and, if possible, not to				false

		176						LN		7		19		false		19              be repetitive of what may have				false

		177						LN		7		20		false		20              been said before unless you just				false

		178						LN		7		21		false		21              want to come up and say ditto,				false

		179						LN		7		22		false		22              you know, I agree with what the				false

		180						LN		7		23		false		23              previous individual said because				false

		181						LN		7		24		false		24              once the comment is made it's				false

		182						LN		7		25		false		25              received and understood and				false

		183						PG		8		0		false		page 8				false

		184						LN		8		1		false		 1              valued by us.				false

		185						LN		8		2		false		 2                  Upcoming dates and deadlines.				false

		186						LN		8		3		false		 3              June 22nd is the deadline to				false

		187						LN		8		4		false		 4              submit written comments and they				false

		188						LN		8		5		false		 5              are submitted to the Department.				false

		189						LN		8		6		false		 6              On June 25th at 9:30 LED will				false

		190						LN		8		7		false		 7              hold a public hearing pursuant to				false

		191						LN		8		8		false		 8              the Administrative Procedures				false

		192						LN		8		9		false		 9              Act.  All of the board members				false

		193						LN		8		10		false		10              are invited to attend and all				false

		194						LN		8		11		false		11              public are invited to attend and				false

		195						LN		8		12		false		12              do value the input that is given.				false

		196						LN		8		13		false		13              On June 27th at the Board of				false

		197						LN		8		14		false		14              Commerce and Industry regular				false

		198						LN		8		15		false		15              meeting include full board				false

		199						LN		8		16		false		16              consideration to move forward and				false

		200						LN		8		17		false		17              approve the proposed change --				false

		201						LN		8		18		false		18              changes, and then we will adjourn				false

		202						LN		8		19		false		19              from today's meeting.  So that's				false

		203						LN		8		20		false		20              kind of the overview.				false

		204						LN		8		21		false		21                  As you guys know, our first				false

		205						LN		8		22		false		22              meeting was seven hours.  We do				false

		206						LN		8		23		false		23              not intend to be here for seven				false

		207						LN		8		24		false		24              hours.  With 20 comment cards I				false

		208						LN		8		25		false		25              don't think we could be here for				false

		209						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		210						LN		9		1		false		 1              20 hours -- I mean, seven hours,				false

		211						LN		9		2		false		 2              so with that I'm going to give				false

		212						LN		9		3		false		 3              the floor to our illustrious				false

		213						LN		9		4		false		 4              secretary, Mr. Don Pierson.				false

		214						LN		9		5		false		 5                  MR. PIERSON:				false

		215						LN		9		6		false		 6                  Thank you, Mr. Windham.  Don				false

		216						LN		9		7		false		 7              Pierson. Secretary of Louisiana				false

		217						LN		9		8		false		 8              Economic Development. Thank you				false

		218						LN		9		9		false		 9              for your attendance today and the				false

		219						LN		9		10		false		10              process and the proposed rules.				false

		220						LN		9		11		false		11              This is an important date, one of				false

		221						LN		9		12		false		12              two public hearings that we'll				false

		222						LN		9		13		false		13              conduct, and we are looking				false

		223						LN		9		14		false		14              forward to receiving public				false

		224						LN		9		15		false		15              comments on the proposed rules.				false

		225						LN		9		16		false		16              We want to make sure that we stay				false

		226						LN		9		17		false		17              on that topic regarding the				false

		227						LN		9		18		false		18              proposed rules.  Would also note				false

		228						LN		9		19		false		19              that this meeting is being video				false

		229						LN		9		20		false		20              recorded so that we will be able				false

		230						LN		9		21		false		21              to post it on a link providing a				false

		231						LN		9		22		false		22              full accounting for board members				false

		232						LN		9		23		false		23              or others, members of the public				false

		233						LN		9		24		false		24              that are not available here				false

		234						LN		9		25		false		25              today.  I understand that the				false

		235						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		236						LN		10		1		false		 1              technical capacities that we have				false

		237						LN		10		2		false		 2              will be recorded, processed today				false

		238						LN		10		3		false		 3              turned over to LED tomorrow,				false

		239						LN		10		4		false		 4              possibly, so the link should be				false

		240						LN		10		5		false		 5              up and live.  I will tell you by				false

		241						LN		10		6		false		 6              Thursday we'll do our very best				false

		242						LN		10		7		false		 7              to make that a quick and				false

		243						LN		10		8		false		 8              efficient process.				false

		244						LN		10		9		false		 9                  Proceeding now with just a				false

		245						LN		10		10		false		10              quick recap of the proposed				false

		246						LN		10		11		false		11              rules, what we seek to achieve				false

		247						LN		10		12		false		12              through their adoption, this, of				false

		248						LN		10		13		false		13              course, was done in concert with				false

		249						LN		10		14		false		14              many conversations with many				false

		250						LN		10		15		false		15              stakeholders from the month of				false

		251						LN		10		16		false		16              December through March and				false

		252						LN		10		17		false		17              beyond.  They continue today,				false

		253						LN		10		18		false		18              actually, but what we arrived at				false

		254						LN		10		19		false		19              would be a much improved program,				false

		255						LN		10		20		false		20              in my opinion, and the features				false

		256						LN		10		21		false		21              of that are that the Exhibit A,				false

		257						LN		10		22		false		22              which is the pledge by the				false

		258						LN		10		23		false		23              corporation which is seeking an				false

		259						LN		10		24		false		24              exemption of what they will				false

		260						LN		10		25		false		25              provide to the community, and				false

		261						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		262						LN		11		1		false		 1              that will be in terms of their				false

		263						LN		11		2		false		 2              proposed capital expenditures				false

		264						LN		11		3		false		 3              investment that they will make.				false

		265						LN		11		4		false		 4              It will be in terms of the number				false

		266						LN		11		5		false		 5              of jobs they will make available,				false

		267						LN		11		6		false		 6              the wages that is associated with				false

		268						LN		11		7		false		 7              those jobs.  That include a				false

		269						LN		11		8		false		 8              healthcare benefit, by the way,				false

		270						LN		11		9		false		 9              and also the term of the				false

		271						LN		11		10		false		10              agreement, which would be of ten				false

		272						LN		11		11		false		11              or more years.  The previous				false

		273						LN		11		12		false		12              Exhibit A was a much lengthier				false

		274						LN		11		13		false		13              document.  We sat down in concert				false

		275						LN		11		14		false		14              with stakeholders, reviewed it				false

		276						LN		11		15		false		15              and tried to bring about a more				false

		277						LN		11		16		false		16              user friendly document, and I				false

		278						LN		11		17		false		17              believe that the agreement now is				false

		279						LN		11		18		false		18              approximately 50 percent less				false

		280						LN		11		19		false		19              number of pages than the previous				false

		281						LN		11		20		false		20              edition.  If I'm not mistaken it				false

		282						LN		11		21		false		21              went from something like 26 to				false

		283						LN		11		22		false		22              13.				false

		284						LN		11		23		false		23                  The next major feature of the				false

		285						LN		11		24		false		24              proposed rules will change the				false

		286						LN		11		25		false		25              yield of the program.  As you may				false

		287						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		288						LN		12		1		false		 1              recall, the constitutional				false

		289						LN		12		2		false		 2              created Industrial Tax Exemption				false

		290						LN		12		3		false		 3              program at a ten year one hundred				false

		291						LN		12		4		false		 4              percent exemption, and from a				false

		292						LN		12		5		false		 5              community stakeholder viewpoint				false

		293						LN		12		6		false		 6              that meant revenues from that				false

		294						LN		12		7		false		 7              investment millage's would begin				false

		295						LN		12		8		false		 8              to come to the community in year				false

		296						LN		12		9		false		 9              eleven.				false

		297						LN		12		10		false		10                  Governor John Bel Edwards				false

		298						LN		12		11		false		11              enacted an executive order which				false

		299						LN		12		12		false		12              changed the yield to a five year				false

		300						LN		12		13		false		13              one hundred percent abatement				false

		301						LN		12		14		false		14              followed by a three year term at				false

		302						LN		12		15		false		15              an 80 percent abatement.  If you				false

		303						LN		12		16		false		16              do calculations around that that				false

		304						LN		12		17		false		17              yield is approximately 75 percent				false

		305						LN		12		18		false		18              of the previous program, and				false

		306						LN		12		19		false		19              associated with that specific				false

		307						LN		12		20		false		20              yield revenues begin to flow to				false

		308						LN		12		21		false		21              the community in terms of millage				false

		309						LN		12		22		false		22              receipts in year six.  With the				false

		310						LN		12		23		false		23              adoption of this rule change, the				false

		311						LN		12		24		false		24              yield will become ten years at 80				false

		312						LN		12		25		false		25              percent abatement given the				false

		313						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		314						LN		13		1		false		 1              community's impacted opt end.				false

		315						LN		13		2		false		 2              Those being the sheriff, the				false

		316						LN		13		3		false		 3              school board, parish government				false

		317						LN		13		4		false		 4              and the case of municipality,				false

		318						LN		13		5		false		 5              participating municipality.  So				false

		319						LN		13		6		false		 6              it's a significant change, and				false

		320						LN		13		7		false		 7              when revenues began to flow to				false

		321						LN		13		8		false		 8              the community from year eleven to				false

		322						LN		13		9		false		 9              year six to now proposed that the				false

		323						LN		13		10		false		10              community impacted by the				false

		324						LN		13		11		false		11              investment would begin to receive				false

		325						LN		13		12		false		12              revenues in year one.				false

		326						LN		13		13		false		13                  Finally, the important				false

		327						LN		13		14		false		14              element of the local voice, and				false

		328						LN		13		15		false		15              these characteristics that are				false

		329						LN		13		16		false		16              represented in the proposed rule				false

		330						LN		13		17		false		17              changes don't change.				false

		331						LN		13		18		false		18              Accountability feature that was				false

		332						LN		13		19		false		19              placed into this by the Governor				false

		333						LN		13		20		false		20              remains the same represented by				false

		334						LN		13		21		false		21              Exhibit A, the agreement, and				false

		335						LN		13		22		false		22              also the local voice as to				false

		336						LN		13		23		false		23              choosing whether to participate				false

		337						LN		13		24		false		24              in the abatement or not remains				false

		338						LN		13		25		false		25              with those governmental agencies.				false

		339						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		340						LN		14		1		false		 1              What changes is the process.				false

		341						LN		14		2		false		 2              Previous to now, this board was				false

		342						LN		14		3		false		 3              accepted completed applications				false

		343						LN		14		4		false		 4              which included both Exhibit A and				false

		344						LN		14		5		false		 5              Exhibit B.  Exhibit B being the				false

		345						LN		14		6		false		 6              grouping of adopted resolutions				false

		346						LN		14		7		false		 7              coming from the school board, the				false

		347						LN		14		8		false		 8              parish government and a letter				false

		348						LN		14		9		false		 9              indicating support or not support				false

		349						LN		14		10		false		10              from the sheriff.  At that point				false

		350						LN		14		11		false		11              the local government agencies				false

		351						LN		14		12		false		12              were required to evaluate and				false

		352						LN		14		13		false		13              then pass or not pass a				false

		353						LN		14		14		false		14              resolution of support.				false

		354						LN		14		15		false		15                  In the new set of rules, the				false

		355						LN		14		16		false		16              Board of Commerce and Industry				false

		356						LN		14		17		false		17              backed by the LEDC staff will				false

		357						LN		14		18		false		18              fully evaluate all of the				false

		358						LN		14		19		false		19              proposals as we have in the past,				false

		359						LN		14		20		false		20              and they will include Exhibit A,				false

		360						LN		14		21		false		21              and then this board will then				false

		361						LN		14		22		false		22              provide what I will refer to as				false

		362						LN		14		23		false		23              initial approval.  In other				false

		363						LN		14		24		false		24              words, the approval of board				false

		364						LN		14		25		false		25              after review that the proposed				false

		365						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		366						LN		15		1		false		 1              investment meets the				false

		367						LN		15		2		false		 2              qualifications manufacturing job				false

		368						LN		15		3		false		 3              creation or retention, etc., and				false

		369						LN		15		4		false		 4              then we would provide immediate				false

		370						LN		15		5		false		 5              notice to all of the impacted				false

		371						LN		15		6		false		 6              agencies and include a new				false

		372						LN		15		7		false		 7              addition on that list of				false

		373						LN		15		8		false		 8              notification to the assessors.				false

		374						LN		15		9		false		 9                  Upon notification, the local				false

		375						LN		15		10		false		10              governmental agency has 30 days				false

		376						LN		15		11		false		11              in which to act if they seek to				false

		377						LN		15		12		false		12              have discourse regarding				false

		378						LN		15		13		false		13              consideration of this they can				false

		379						LN		15		14		false		14              move to have it placed on their				false

		380						LN		15		15		false		15              agenda within a 30 day timeframe				false

		381						LN		15		16		false		16              which should allow for the normal				false

		382						LN		15		17		false		17              cycle of public meeting for that				false

		383						LN		15		18		false		18              governmental agency and then				false

		384						LN		15		19		false		19              should the item be placed on the				false

		385						LN		15		20		false		20              agenda at the following meeting,				false

		386						LN		15		21		false		21              they will vote the request for				false

		387						LN		15		22		false		22              exemption up or down.				false

		388						LN		15		23		false		23                  In this way within 60 days,				false

		389						LN		15		24		false		24              LEDC, the corporation, the public				false

		390						LN		15		25		false		25              know what the outcome of the				false

		391						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		392						LN		16		1		false		 1              proposed exemption is.  In fact,				false

		393						LN		16		2		false		 2              if no action is taken by any of				false

		394						LN		16		3		false		 3              the governmental agencies then it				false

		395						LN		16		4		false		 4              indicates their support, and				false

		396						LN		16		5		false		 5              within 30 days it is possible to				false

		397						LN		16		6		false		 6              communicate that certainty of the				false

		398						LN		16		7		false		 7              exemption to a corporation.				false

		399						LN		16		8		false		 8                  The communities and				false

		400						LN		16		9		false		 9              governmental agencies can rely on				false

		401						LN		16		10		false		10              the evaluation and the				false

		402						LN		16		11		false		11              qualification of the program				false

		403						LN		16		12		false		12              coming to them for consideration				false

		404						LN		16		13		false		13              as it is pass muster both with				false

		405						LN		16		14		false		14              LEDC and Board of Commerce and				false

		406						LN		16		15		false		15              Industry, so we're trying to				false

		407						LN		16		16		false		16              place the evaluation process, the				false

		408						LN		16		17		false		17              analysis process in the hands of				false

		409						LN		16		18		false		18              the professionals and simply				false

		410						LN		16		19		false		19              allow the local communities to				false

		411						LN		16		20		false		20              determine whether or not they				false

		412						LN		16		21		false		21              choose to participate in the				false

		413						LN		16		22		false		22              abatement.				false

		414						LN		16		23		false		23                  That is the general rundown				false

		415						LN		16		24		false		24              of the proposed rules.  Certainly				false

		416						LN		16		25		false		25              if there are more technical				false

		417						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		418						LN		17		1		false		 1              questions we'll be prepared to				false

		419						LN		17		2		false		 2              entertain those from you today,				false

		420						LN		17		3		false		 3              but they have been provided at				false

		421						LN		17		4		false		 4              the opportunitylouisiana.com				false

		422						LN		17		5		false		 5              website, and you can click there				false

		423						LN		17		6		false		 6              to see a marked up set of the				false

		424						LN		17		7		false		 7              rules for those that would seek				false

		425						LN		17		8		false		 8              to have specific technical				false

		426						LN		17		9		false		 9              questions resolved.				false

		427						LN		17		10		false		10                  In a moment I will open up				false

		428						LN		17		11		false		11              the first opportunity for				false

		429						LN		17		12		false		12              comments and questions by the				false

		430						LN		17		13		false		13              board, but I would like to take				false

		431						LN		17		14		false		14              this moment to read into the				false

		432						LN		17		15		false		15              record the receipt of written				false

		433						LN		17		16		false		16              communications that have come to				false

		434						LN		17		17		false		17              the Department expressing support				false

		435						LN		17		18		false		18              for these proposed rule changes.				false

		436						LN		17		19		false		19              Each one of these letters				false

		437						LN		17		20		false		20              indicates support and urges the				false

		438						LN		17		21		false		21              Board of Commerce and Industry to				false

		439						LN		17		22		false		22              adopt these rules.  A number of				false

		440						LN		17		23		false		23              them also suggest changes that				false

		441						LN		17		24		false		24              they would like to see in the				false

		442						LN		17		25		false		25              future.  I believe that a well				false

		443						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		444						LN		18		1		false		 1              run organization should always be				false

		445						LN		18		2		false		 2              reviewing its programs, and so I				false

		446						LN		18		3		false		 3              would hope that we would continue				false

		447						LN		18		4		false		 4              to consider changes to programs,				false

		448						LN		18		5		false		 5              and that includes continue review				false

		449						LN		18		6		false		 6              and possible revision in the				false

		450						LN		18		7		false		 7              future of this, but I would also				false

		451						LN		18		8		false		 8              be mindful that we have a				false

		452						LN		18		9		false		 9              carefully crafted compromise of				false

		453						LN		18		10		false		10              many good ideas and suggestions				false

		454						LN		18		11		false		11              that is on the table today and				false

		455						LN		18		12		false		12              that what I will call this				false

		456						LN		18		13		false		13              program is ITEP 2.0 in that it's				false

		457						LN		18		14		false		14              the next version following the				false

		458						LN		18		15		false		15              Governor's executive order, and				false

		459						LN		18		16		false		16              that in the future you would				false

		460						LN		18		17		false		17              propose revisions to this set of				false

		461						LN		18		18		false		18              rules, and I would call that ITEP				false

		462						LN		18		19		false		19              3.0, so with that said, again, a				false

		463						LN		18		20		false		20              number of these organizations may				false

		464						LN		18		21		false		21              have included comments that I				false

		465						LN		18		22		false		22              would attribute to ITEP 3.0, but				false

		466						LN		18		23		false		23              these are all inclusive of				false

		467						LN		18		24		false		24              language that says I urge the				false

		468						LN		18		25		false		25              Board of Commerce and Industry to				false

		469						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		470						LN		19		1		false		 1              adopt these proposed rules as				false

		471						LN		19		2		false		 2              soon as possible.				false

		472						LN		19		3		false		 3                  I will now read these into				false

		473						LN		19		4		false		 4              the record and we will have the				false

		474						LN		19		5		false		 5              written copies available.  We're				false

		475						LN		19		6		false		 6              going to put them together				false

		476						LN		19		7		false		 7              electronically into a PDF file				false

		477						LN		19		8		false		 8              and they will be available for				false

		478						LN		19		9		false		 9              inspection, and they will be				false

		479						LN		19		10		false		10              provided as appropriate in				false

		480						LN		19		11		false		11              compliance with the				false

		481						LN		19		12		false		12              Administrative Procedures Act as				false

		482						LN		19		13		false		13              well.				false

		483						LN		19		14		false		14                  A reminder that this doesn't				false

		484						LN		19		15		false		15              end the period for written				false

		485						LN		19		16		false		16              comments.  We will continue to				false

		486						LN		19		17		false		17              receive those through 22 June.				false

		487						LN		19		18		false		18                  I will now quickly read				false

		488						LN		19		19		false		19              through these.  In support,				false

		489						LN		19		20		false		20              Greater New Orleans Inc., Michael				false

		490						LN		19		21		false		21              Heck.  Mayor Steven Nosacka, Town				false

		491						LN		19		22		false		22              of Gramercy. Committee of 100,				false

		492						LN		19		23		false		23              Michael Olivier.  Parish of St.				false

		493						LN		19		24		false		24              James, Parish President Timothy				false

		494						LN		19		25		false		25              Roussell.  Glen Waguespack,				false

		495						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		496						LN		20		1		false		 1              Assessor.  George Nassif (ph),				false

		497						LN		20		2		false		 2              school board President.  Willie				false

		498						LN		20		3		false		 3              Martin, sheriff.  Ed Shane,				false

		499						LN		20		4		false		 4              superintendent.  And Ryan Loch,				false

		500						LN		20		5		false		 5              council chair.  Greater Bossier				false

		501						LN		20		6		false		 6              Economic Development Foundation,				false

		502						LN		20		7		false		 7              David Rocket.  Committee of 100,				false

		503						LN		20		8		false		 8              Board of Directors, Shreveport				false

		504						LN		20		9		false		 9              Bossier, Reginald Abrams.				false

		505						LN		20		10		false		10              Southern Credit, Jessie				false

		506						LN		20		11		false		11              Broderick.  Southwest Economic				false

		507						LN		20		12		false		12              Development Alliance, George				false

		508						LN		20		13		false		13              Swift.  Wayne Brown.  Chairman of				false

		509						LN		20		14		false		14              the Board, Brown Builders.  Frank				false

		510						LN		20		15		false		15              Fink representing the St. Mary				false

		511						LN		20		16		false		16              Parish government.  World Trade				false

		512						LN		20		17		false		17              Center, New Orleans, Catelyn				false

		513						LN		20		18		false		18              Cain, executive director.  Thomas				false

		514						LN		20		19		false		19              Spears, chairman.  Eddie Hayes,				false

		515						LN		20		20		false		20              co-chair policy committee. Ben				false

		516						LN		20		21		false		21              Billings, co-chair policy				false

		517						LN		20		22		false		22              committee.  Didier Consultant,				false

		518						LN		20		23		false		23              Dale Powers, Madison Parish Port.				false

		519						LN		20		24		false		24              Patrick Murphy, South Louisiana				false

		520						LN		20		25		false		25              economic council.  Vic Lafont,				false

		521						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		522						LN		21		1		false		 1              Caddo Parish school board. Steve				false

		523						LN		21		2		false		 2              Rail.  Solutions through Science,				false

		524						LN		21		3		false		 3              Jude Norton.  Louisiana Ammonia				false

		525						LN		21		4		false		 4              Producers, Dwayne Lee.  St.				false

		526						LN		21		5		false		 5              Charles Parish, Felicia Gomez				false

		527						LN		21		6		false		 6              Walker, superintendent. Greg				false

		528						LN		21		7		false		 7              Champagne, sheriff.  Larry				false

		529						LN		21		8		false		 8              Cochran, parish president.				false

		530						LN		21		9		false		 9              Economic development.  Michael				false

		531						LN		21		10		false		10              Tomlinson, port of south				false

		532						LN		21		11		false		11              Louisiana.  Paul Aucoin, river				false

		533						LN		21		12		false		12              region Chamber of Commerce.  Kim				false

		534						LN		21		13		false		13              Bourgeois chairman of the board,				false

		535						LN		21		14		false		14              Louisiana Industrial Development				false

		536						LN		21		15		false		15              Executive Association, Wanda				false

		537						LN		21		16		false		16              Curiole.  Dow Chemical, Tommy				false

		538						LN		21		17		false		17              Fourcier.  ExxonMobil, Malory				false

		539						LN		21		18		false		18              Leblanc.  Louisiana resident,				false

		540						LN		21		19		false		19              Gloria McConnor.  Didier				false

		541						LN		21		20		false		20              Consultants, Rhonda Boatner.				false

		542						LN		21		21		false		21              ExxonMobil Fuels and Lubricants,				false

		543						LN		21		22		false		22              Sherry Evans.  Louisiana				false

		544						LN		21		23		false		23              residents, Dick Talbot.				false

		545						LN		21		24		false		24              ExxonMobil Baton Rouge complex,				false

		546						LN		21		25		false		25              Meredith Meaux.  ExxonMobil, Troy				false

		547						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		548						LN		22		1		false		 1              Carter. Advanced consulting,				false

		549						LN		22		2		false		 2              James Leonard, Don Alison.				false

		550						LN		22		3		false		 3              ExxonMobil Employee Tray Ball.				false

		551						LN		22		4		false		 4              Chairman Baton Rouge north				false

		552						LN		22		5		false		 5              economic development district,				false

		553						LN		22		6		false		 6              Ronald Smith.  East Baton Rouge				false

		554						LN		22		7		false		 7              Parish President.  Northeast				false

		555						LN		22		8		false		 8              Louisiana Economic Alliance,				false

		556						LN		22		9		false		 9              Tenner Rachelle.  Greater Baton				false

		557						LN		22		10		false		10              Rouge Industry Alliance ISC				false

		558						LN		22		11		false		11              Constructors, LLC, Collins Rang,				false

		559						LN		22		12		false		12              Vice-President.  Mike Thomas				false

		560						LN		22		13		false		13              senior vice president of the				false

		561						LN		22		14		false		14              north American operation.				false

		562						LN		22		15		false		15              Central Louisiana economic				false

		563						LN		22		16		false		16              development alliance, Jim				false

		564						LN		22		17		false		17              Clinton.  Tangipahoa economic				false

		565						LN		22		18		false		18              foundation, Cangelosi.  Louisiana				false

		566						LN		22		19		false		19              chemical association, Greg				false

		567						LN		22		20		false		20              Bowser.  IOP Constructors,				false

		568						LN		22		21		false		21              Michael Akey.  Ascension Parish				false

		569						LN		22		22		false		22              Economic Development Corporation,				false

		570						LN		22		23		false		23              Kate McArthur.  Regional economic				false

		571						LN		22		24		false		24              alliance of Louisiana, Jim				false

		572						LN		22		25		false		25              Clinton, chairman.  Baton Rouge				false

		573						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		574						LN		23		1		false		 1              area chamber, central Louisiana				false

		575						LN		23		2		false		 2              economic development authority,				false

		576						LN		23		3		false		 3              Greater New Orleans, Inc.				false

		577						LN		23		4		false		 4              Northeast Louisiana Economic				false

		578						LN		23		5		false		 5              Alliance, One Acadiana, south				false

		579						LN		23		6		false		 6              Louisiana economic counsel,				false

		580						LN		23		7		false		 7              southwest Louisiana chamber.				false

		581						LN		23		8		false		 8              Louisiana Association of Business				false

		582						LN		23		9		false		 9              and Industry, Waguespack.				false

		583						LN		23		10		false		10              ExxonMobil, Pam Key.  Louisiana				false

		584						LN		23		11		false		11              resident, Kimberly Paul,				false

		585						LN		23		12		false		12              Louisiana resident, Herbert				false

		586						LN		23		13		false		13              Vanhorn.  Louisiana resident,				false

		587						LN		23		14		false		14              Dustin Speck.  Louisiana				false

		588						LN		23		15		false		15              resident, Stephanie Campbell.				false

		589						LN		23		16		false		16              Louisiana resident, Jason				false

		590						LN		23		17		false		17              Campbell.  Louisiana resident,				false

		591						LN		23		18		false		18              Richard Tullis. Louisiana				false

		592						LN		23		19		false		19              resident, Jilian Schuler.				false

		593						LN		23		20		false		20              Louisiana resident, Earl Himel.				false

		594						LN		23		21		false		21              Louisiana resident, Matthew				false

		595						LN		23		22		false		22              Hammond.  Louisiana resident,				false

		596						LN		23		23		false		23              Dillon Cramer.  Louisiana				false

		597						LN		23		24		false		24              resident, Jona Lee.  Louisiana				false

		598						LN		23		25		false		25              resident, Ryan Canal.  Louisiana				false

		599						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		600						LN		24		1		false		 1              resident, Donna Ray.  Louisiana				false

		601						LN		24		2		false		 2              resident, Anna Thomas.  Louisiana				false

		602						LN		24		3		false		 3              resident, Barbara Becoram.				false

		603						LN		24		4		false		 4              Louisiana resident, Chad Aspears.				false

		604						LN		24		5		false		 5              Louisiana resident, Eric				false

		605						LN		24		6		false		 6              Volinseo. Louisiana resident,				false

		606						LN		24		7		false		 7              John Big.  Louisiana resident,				false

		607						LN		24		8		false		 8              Scott Brown.  Louisiana resident,				false

		608						LN		24		9		false		 9              Danny Bouion.  Louisiana				false

		609						LN		24		10		false		10              resident, Douglas Melancon.				false

		610						LN		24		11		false		11              Louisiana resident, Ryan				false

		611						LN		24		12		false		12              Whittington. Louisiana resident,				false

		612						LN		24		13		false		13              Charles Dabney.  Louisiana				false

		613						LN		24		14		false		14              resident, Jason Ansley.				false

		614						LN		24		15		false		15              Louisiana resident, Stephanie				false

		615						LN		24		16		false		16              Cargile.  Louisiana resident,				false

		616						LN		24		17		false		17              James Labong.  Louisiana				false

		617						LN		24		18		false		18              resident, Jody Britt.  Louisiana				false

		618						LN		24		19		false		19              resident, Michael Copski.				false

		619						LN		24		20		false		20              Louisiana resident, Cliff Mount.				false

		620						LN		24		21		false		21              Louisiana resident, Leo Chapel.				false

		621						LN		24		22		false		22              Louisiana resident, Kathy				false

		622						LN		24		23		false		23              Galliano.  Louisiana resident,				false

		623						LN		24		24		false		24              Gloria Maconda.  Louisiana				false

		624						LN		24		25		false		25              resident, Cheryl Bian. And				false

		625						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		626						LN		25		1		false		 1              Louisiana resident, Kevin				false

		627						LN		25		2		false		 2              Bergeron.				false

		628						LN		25		3		false		 3                  Those are the organizations,				false

		629						LN		25		4		false		 4              individuals, elected officials				false

		630						LN		25		5		false		 5              that have -- during this first 30				false

		631						LN		25		6		false		 6              day timeframe from the 25th of				false

		632						LN		25		7		false		 7              April when the rules were posted				false

		633						LN		25		8		false		 8              have reviewed and expressed				false

		634						LN		25		9		false		 9              support, and, again, I would				false

		635						LN		25		10		false		10              indicate that as you review				false

		636						LN		25		11		false		11              letters you will likely see on a				false

		637						LN		25		12		false		12              number of them that they do have				false

		638						LN		25		13		false		13              suggestions for ITEP 3.0, but at				false

		639						LN		25		14		false		14              this time urge the board to adopt				false

		640						LN		25		15		false		15              the rules as proposed.				false

		641						LN		25		16		false		16                  That concludes the reading of				false

		642						LN		25		17		false		17              the written comments into the				false

		643						LN		25		18		false		18              record that we have received so				false

		644						LN		25		19		false		19              far at LED, and at this time I				false

		645						LN		25		20		false		20              would entertain comments and				false

		646						LN		25		21		false		21              questions by the board.				false

		647						LN		25		22		false		22                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		648						LN		25		23		false		23                  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.  Do				false

		649						LN		25		24		false		24              any of the board members have				false

		650						LN		25		25		false		25              questions of the secretary				false

		651						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		652						LN		26		1		false		 1              concerning the proposed changes?				false

		653						LN		26		2		false		 2                  MR. JONES:				false

		654						LN		26		3		false		 3                  One question.  Mr. Pierson,				false

		655						LN		26		4		false		 4              you had mentioned that the rules				false

		656						LN		26		5		false		 5              will allow for municipality which				false

		657						LN		26		6		false		 6              may be in the parish to weigh in				false

		658						LN		26		7		false		 7              on the issues, and I should know				false

		659						LN		26		8		false		 8              the answer to this and I do not.				false

		660						LN		26		9		false		 9              If a municipality is not				false

		661						LN		26		10		false		10              receiving ad valorem taxes do				false

		662						LN		26		11		false		11              they have the ability to have a				false

		663						LN		26		12		false		12              say in that matter or only those				false

		664						LN		26		13		false		13              municipalities that have passed				false

		665						LN		26		14		false		14              and receiving ad valorem taxes.				false

		666						LN		26		15		false		15                  MR. PIERSON:				false

		667						LN		26		16		false		16                  The exemption is focused on				false

		668						LN		26		17		false		17              millage's, so if the municipality				false

		669						LN		26		18		false		18              received no millage's, it would				false

		670						LN		26		19		false		19              be my understanding they would				false

		671						LN		26		20		false		20              not be a requirement for the				false

		672						LN		26		21		false		21              process.				false

		673						LN		26		22		false		22                  MR. JONES:				false

		674						LN		26		23		false		23                  Thank you.				false

		675						LN		26		24		false		24                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		676						LN		26		25		false		25                  Any other questions by any of				false

		677						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		678						LN		27		1		false		 1              the board members? I believe this				false

		679						LN		27		2		false		 2              is a good move in the right				false

		680						LN		27		3		false		 3              direction.  I believe the changes				false

		681						LN		27		4		false		 4              that are being proposed will				false

		682						LN		27		5		false		 5              provide the ability for entities				false

		683						LN		27		6		false		 6              to make calculated decisions and				false

		684						LN		27		7		false		 7              at least put into the equation an				false

		685						LN		27		8		false		 8              answer so that Louisiana can				false

		686						LN		27		9		false		 9              compete across a variety of				false

		687						LN		27		10		false		10              industries.  I think parts of the				false

		688						LN		27		11		false		11              past have been some of the				false

		689						LN		27		12		false		12              uncertainty for the industries as				false

		690						LN		27		13		false		13              they move forward with the				false

		691						LN		27		14		false		14              project, and many of us know that				false

		692						LN		27		15		false		15              have done this, Economic				false

		693						LN		27		16		false		16              Development for a very long time,				false

		694						LN		27		17		false		17              it is an elimination process, so				false

		695						LN		27		18		false		18              as projects are considered by				false

		696						LN		27		19		false		19              businesses and industries, we				false

		697						LN		27		20		false		20              want to make sure that we stay on				false

		698						LN		27		21		false		21              the list, and the Governor's				false

		699						LN		27		22		false		22              office believe this is a good				false

		700						LN		27		23		false		23              move.  It does allow entities to				false

		701						LN		27		24		false		24              receive dollars into the coffers				false

		702						LN		27		25		false		25              when project is announced in the				false

		703						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		704						LN		28		1		false		 1              beginning as opposed to waiting				false

		705						LN		28		2		false		 2              until the six years, as the				false

		706						LN		28		3		false		 3              secretary mentioned.  It provides				false

		707						LN		28		4		false		 4              a much thinned down legal				false

		708						LN		28		5		false		 5              document that we believe in				false

		709						LN		28		6		false		 6              reading it and from some of the				false

		710						LN		28		7		false		 7              attorneys that I have spoken with				false

		711						LN		28		8		false		 8              makes it a little more streamline				false

		712						LN		28		9		false		 9              so that it doesn't have some of				false

		713						LN		28		10		false		10              the ancillary requirements that				false

		714						LN		28		11		false		11              may have been required before				false

		715						LN		28		12		false		12              just to be in compliance with the				false

		716						LN		28		13		false		13              document, you know, being a CPA,				false

		717						LN		28		14		false		14              so that is a really good thing in				false

		718						LN		28		15		false		15              there and it still gives the				false

		719						LN		28		16		false		16              locals the opportunity to express				false

		720						LN		28		17		false		17              their voice.  It's just not on				false

		721						LN		28		18		false		18              the front end.  It's after the				false

		722						LN		28		19		false		19              professionals, the companies, the				false

		723						LN		28		20		false		20              state have come together and				false

		724						LN		28		21		false		21              determine that the project is a				false

		725						LN		28		22		false		22              good investment from the state's				false

		726						LN		28		23		false		23              perspective.  The economic				false

		727						LN		28		24		false		24              development -- developers at the				false

		728						LN		28		25		false		25              local level bring these projects				false

		729						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		730						LN		29		1		false		 1              to the communities and they are				false

		731						LN		29		2		false		 2              the experts in that area.  So the				false

		732						LN		29		3		false		 3              other elected officials may not				false

		733						LN		29		4		false		 4              have the experienced background				false

		734						LN		29		5		false		 5              to make those decisions, so now				false

		735						LN		29		6		false		 6              we're just lending a local				false

		736						LN		29		7		false		 7              expertise, Board of Commerce and				false

		737						LN		29		8		false		 8              Industry's input and voice into				false

		738						LN		29		9		false		 9              the project and then giving the				false

		739						LN		29		10		false		10              locals the ability to voice their				false

		740						LN		29		11		false		11              approval or disapproval, but it's				false

		741						LN		29		12		false		12              given the companies a timeline				false

		742						LN		29		13		false		13              that they can work with.  So				false

		743						LN		29		14		false		14              kudos to the staff for those				false

		744						LN		29		15		false		15              pulling these kind of rules				false

		745						LN		29		16		false		16              together.  It is a compromise				false

		746						LN		29		17		false		17              from where we were before.				false

		747						LN		29		18		false		18                  Any other questions or				false

		748						LN		29		19		false		19              comments from the board members?				false

		749						LN		29		20		false		20              All right.  If there are any				false

		750						LN		29		21		false		21              members of the public who have				false

		751						LN		29		22		false		22              not submitted a card, I encourage				false

		752						LN		29		23		false		23              you to do so now so we can make				false

		753						LN		29		24		false		24              sure we hear your comments.  You				false

		754						LN		29		25		false		25              can give them to Melissa or to				false

		755						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		756						LN		30		1		false		 1              Tham or to anyone on the front				false

		757						LN		30		2		false		 2              row here on the right hand side.				false

		758						LN		30		3		false		 3                  With that, we'll open this up				false

		759						LN		30		4		false		 4              to the -- for the comments on the				false

		760						LN		30		5		false		 5              rules.				false

		761						LN		30		6		false		 6                  First I would like to invite				false

		762						LN		30		7		false		 7              Mr. Jim Patterson representing				false

		763						LN		30		8		false		 8              LABI.  And I guess part of the				false

		764						LN		30		9		false		 9              process here is so I don't have				false

		765						LN		30		10		false		10              to read everything and we don't				false

		766						LN		30		11		false		11              want to be repetitive.  I will				false

		767						LN		30		12		false		12              invite your name up and you come				false

		768						LN		30		13		false		13              up and tell us who you represent				false

		769						LN		30		14		false		14              and what your comments are.  If				false

		770						LN		30		15		false		15              possible, please keep it to three				false

		771						LN		30		16		false		16              minutes.  With modern technology,				false

		772						LN		30		17		false		17              I can count.  All right. Please,				false

		773						LN		30		18		false		18              Mr. Patterson.				false

		774						LN		30		19		false		19                  MR. PATTERSON:				false

		775						LN		30		20		false		20                  Thank you, Chairman Windham,				false

		776						LN		30		21		false		21              and Mr. Secretary, members of the				false

		777						LN		30		22		false		22              committee, I am Jim Patterson.  I				false

		778						LN		30		23		false		23              am with Louisiana Association of				false

		779						LN		30		24		false		24              Business and Industry known as				false

		780						LN		30		25		false		25              LABI.  I serve as Vice President				false

		781						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		782						LN		31		1		false		 1              of government relations and tax				false

		783						LN		31		2		false		 2              counsel director. I want to begin				false

		784						LN		31		3		false		 3              by thanking the secretary for				false

		785						LN		31		4		false		 4              having reached out to us as well				false

		786						LN		31		5		false		 5              as others within the business				false

		787						LN		31		6		false		 6              community to solicit our input				false

		788						LN		31		7		false		 7              regarding the program and the				false

		789						LN		31		8		false		 8              need for changes to include that				false

		790						LN		31		9		false		 9              program.  We were -- pretty sure				false

		791						LN		31		10		false		10              that's not three minutes.				false

		792						LN		31		11		false		11                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		793						LN		31		12		false		12                  No.  That's not.  Sorry.				false

		794						LN		31		13		false		13                  MR. JONES:				false

		795						LN		31		14		false		14                  Technology is good.  User,				false

		796						LN		31		15		false		15              maybe not so good.				false

		797						LN		31		16		false		16                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		798						LN		31		17		false		17                  We'll add a few more seconds.				false

		799						LN		31		18		false		18                  MR. PATTERSON:				false

		800						LN		31		19		false		19                  I appreciate that.  A little				false

		801						LN		31		20		false		20              extra time at they say in soccer.				false

		802						LN		31		21		false		21              So we very much appreciate the				false

		803						LN		31		22		false		22              secretary for giving us this				false

		804						LN		31		23		false		23              opportunity for input.  We do				false

		805						LN		31		24		false		24              believe that these changes are				false

		806						LN		31		25		false		25              going to improve the way that the				false

		807						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		808						LN		32		1		false		 1              program operates and make it more				false

		809						LN		32		2		false		 2              attractive to certain industries,				false

		810						LN		32		3		false		 3              and we very much want to				false

		811						LN		32		4		false		 4              congratulate you on bringing us				false

		812						LN		32		5		false		 5              to this point.				false

		813						LN		32		6		false		 6                  As you have indicated, there				false

		814						LN		32		7		false		 7              is a desire for more change.  We				false

		815						LN		32		8		false		 8              did submit a number of pages				false

		816						LN		32		9		false		 9              worth of changes that we thought				false

		817						LN		32		10		false		10              needed to be made, many of which				false

		818						LN		32		11		false		11              are not part of these changes,				false

		819						LN		32		12		false		12              and we understand those reasons,				false

		820						LN		32		13		false		13              but do look forward to working				false

		821						LN		32		14		false		14              with the secretary, the				false

		822						LN		32		15		false		15              administration, the board to				false

		823						LN		32		16		false		16              continue to improve the program				false

		824						LN		32		17		false		17              and make it more palatable to the				false

		825						LN		32		18		false		18              manufacturers.				false

		826						LN		32		19		false		19                  We are concerned that with				false

		827						LN		32		20		false		20              the economic vibrance in our				false

		828						LN		32		21		false		21              country that Louisiana may not be				false

		829						LN		32		22		false		22              properly positioned to be a part				false

		830						LN		32		23		false		23              of that, and we don't want to				false

		831						LN		32		24		false		24              lose that opportunity, and we				false

		832						LN		32		25		false		25              think that this is an important				false

		833						PG		33		0		false		page 33				false

		834						LN		33		1		false		 1              step in that direction.  We hope				false

		835						LN		33		2		false		 2              to work with the legislature as				false

		836						LN		33		3		false		 3              regards to changes coming forth				false

		837						LN		33		4		false		 4              to make sure that we do no harm				false

		838						LN		33		5		false		 5              in terms of the attractiveness of				false

		839						LN		33		6		false		 6              our state to business development				false

		840						LN		33		7		false		 7              expansion to the growth of jobs.				false

		841						LN		33		8		false		 8              That is what we want to see				false

		842						LN		33		9		false		 9              happen.  We believe that this is				false

		843						LN		33		10		false		10              a good first step.  And, again,				false

		844						LN		33		11		false		11              commend you, Mr. Secretary.  We				false

		845						LN		33		12		false		12              thank you, the board, for				false

		846						LN		33		13		false		13              deliberating this, and we look				false

		847						LN		33		14		false		14              forward to, as I said, working				false

		848						LN		33		15		false		15              with you as we endeavor to				false

		849						LN		33		16		false		16              continue to improve this program.				false

		850						LN		33		17		false		17              Thank you.				false

		851						LN		33		18		false		18                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		852						LN		33		19		false		19                  Thank you, Mr. Patterson.				false

		853						LN		33		20		false		20              Next we'll have Dale Powers.  All				false

		854						LN		33		21		false		21              right. Thank you.  Next we'll				false

		855						LN		33		22		false		22              have Tyler Gray.  Tyler Gray in				false

		856						LN		33		23		false		23              the audience.				false

		857						LN		33		24		false		24                  MR. GRAY:				false

		858						LN		33		25		false		25                  Right here.  Good morning.				false

		859						PG		34		0		false		page 34				false

		860						LN		34		1		false		 1              Mr. Secretary, Board of Commerce				false

		861						LN		34		2		false		 2              and Industry members, my name is				false

		862						LN		34		3		false		 3              Tyler Gray.  I'm the general				false

		863						LN		34		4		false		 4              counsel for the Louisiana Mid				false

		864						LN		34		5		false		 5              Continent Oil and Gas				false

		865						LN		34		6		false		 6              Association. Our membership				false

		866						LN		34		7		false		 7              represents both refiners and L&G				false

		867						LN		34		8		false		 8              companies in the state, and I am				false

		868						LN		34		9		false		 9              here today, and I do apologize				false

		869						LN		34		10		false		10              for not submitting a comment				false

		870						LN		34		11		false		11              beforehand, but I do have a				false

		871						LN		34		12		false		12              letter that I would like to enter				false

		872						LN		34		13		false		13              into the record that basically				false

		873						LN		34		14		false		14              says we want to please urge				false

		874						LN		34		15		false		15              you-all to adopt these rules as				false

		875						LN		34		16		false		16              fast as possible.  We do				false

		876						LN		34		17		false		17              recognize that there is an				false

		877						LN		34		18		false		18              opportunity to improve at some				false

		878						LN		34		19		false		19              places and we will submit				false

		879						LN		34		20		false		20              additional comments asking for				false

		880						LN		34		21		false		21              clarification in some areas of				false

		881						LN		34		22		false		22              the rules, but at this point we				false

		882						LN		34		23		false		23              do ask and urge you to adopt them				false

		883						LN		34		24		false		24              as soon as possible. Thanks so				false

		884						LN		34		25		false		25              much.				false

		885						PG		35		0		false		page 35				false

		886						LN		35		1		false		 1                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		887						LN		35		2		false		 2                  Thank you, Mr. Gray.  Next we				false

		888						LN		35		3		false		 3              have Douglas Melancon.				false

		889						LN		35		4		false		 4                  MR. MELANCON:				false

		890						LN		35		5		false		 5                  Good morning.  Douglas				false

		891						LN		35		6		false		 6              Melancon.  ExxonMobil employee.				false

		892						LN		35		7		false		 7              I work in the environment group				false

		893						LN		35		8		false		 8              at the Baton Rouge complex.  I'm				false

		894						LN		35		9		false		 9              a lifelong Louisiana resident.				false

		895						LN		35		10		false		10              Graduated from LSU, stayed in				false

		896						LN		35		11		false		11              Baton Rouge. My wife is a teacher				false

		897						LN		35		12		false		12              in the East Baton Rouge school				false

		898						LN		35		13		false		13              system.  I live in Mid City and				false

		899						LN		35		14		false		14              I've raised two kids in Baton				false

		900						LN		35		15		false		15              Rouge and we are proud to be from				false

		901						LN		35		16		false		16              Baton Rouge.  I urge you to				false

		902						LN		35		17		false		17              support LED's new guidelines.				false

		903						LN		35		18		false		18              This will encourage economic				false

		904						LN		35		19		false		19              development and make for a				false

		905						LN		35		20		false		20              predictable stable tax climate,				false

		906						LN		35		21		false		21              which is a key consideration for				false

		907						LN		35		22		false		22              companies considering future				false

		908						LN		35		23		false		23              investments.  Continue economic				false

		909						LN		35		24		false		24              growth and prosperity depends on				false

		910						LN		35		25		false		25              a business environment that				false

		911						PG		36		0		false		page 36				false

		912						LN		36		1		false		 1              encourages capital investment and				false

		913						LN		36		2		false		 2              creates jobs.  I want Louisiana's				false

		914						LN		36		3		false		 3              economy to prosper and grow.				false

		915						LN		36		4		false		 4              ExxonMobil recently announced a				false

		916						LN		36		5		false		 5              $50 billion in plan investments				false

		917						LN		36		6		false		 6              for the Gulf Coast.  I want those				false

		918						LN		36		7		false		 7              investments and opportunities to				false

		919						LN		36		8		false		 8              come here to Baton Rouge.  I want				false

		920						LN		36		9		false		 9              to stay in Baton Rouge and I want				false

		921						LN		36		10		false		10              my children to stay in Baton				false

		922						LN		36		11		false		11              Rouge.  We have to be -- we have				false

		923						LN		36		12		false		12              to be strategic.  We have to be				false

		924						LN		36		13		false		13              competitive now to allow for				false

		925						LN		36		14		false		14              future growth and success.				false

		926						LN		36		15		false		15              Consider the jobs currently				false

		927						LN		36		16		false		16              created by ExxonMobil investments				false

		928						LN		36		17		false		17              in our area.  Greater than 6,900				false

		929						LN		36		18		false		18              full time Exxon employees and				false

		930						LN		36		19		false		19              contractors consider the jobs				false

		931						LN		36		20		false		20              created by those jobs.  These				false

		932						LN		36		21		false		21              jobs are the fuel that drive the				false

		933						LN		36		22		false		22              Baton Rouge economy.				false

		934						LN		36		23		false		23                  Lastly, as a employee and				false

		935						LN		36		24		false		24              someone's whose entire career has				false

		936						LN		36		25		false		25              been spent in the environmental				false

		937						PG		37		0		false		page 37				false

		938						LN		37		1		false		 1              regulatory world, ExxonMobil is				false

		939						LN		37		2		false		 2              committed to being a good source				false

		940						LN		37		3		false		 3              of the environment.  We				false

		941						LN		37		4		false		 4              understand our responsibility to				false

		942						LN		37		5		false		 5              this community and our commitment				false

		943						LN		37		6		false		 6              to our right to operate.  Thank				false

		944						LN		37		7		false		 7              you.				false

		945						LN		37		8		false		 8                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		946						LN		37		9		false		 9                  Thank you, Mr. Melancon.				false

		947						LN		37		10		false		10              Next we have David Hunagriff.				false

		948						LN		37		11		false		11                  MR. FINK:				false

		949						LN		37		12		false		12                  I am sorry I couldn't open				false

		950						LN		37		13		false		13              before the day -- I am Frank				false

		951						LN		37		14		false		14              Fink.  I'm the Director of				false

		952						LN		37		15		false		15              Economic Development for St. Mary				false

		953						LN		37		16		false		16              Parish, and so I do appreciate				false

		954						LN		37		17		false		17              the fact you did send Don a				false

		955						LN		37		18		false		18              comment letter already and in				false

		956						LN		37		19		false		19              general we have some agreement,				false

		957						LN		37		20		false		20              but we also have -- we are going				false

		958						LN		37		21		false		21              to ask the board to consider				false

		959						LN		37		22		false		22              maybe some other things within				false

		960						LN		37		23		false		23              the new rules.				false

		961						LN		37		24		false		24                  We do agree that the fact				false

		962						LN		37		25		false		25              that you shortened Exhibit A				false

		963						PG		38		0		false		page 38				false

		964						LN		38		1		false		 1              going down to 13 pages that we				false

		965						LN		38		2		false		 2              hope that you will continue to				false

		966						LN		38		3		false		 3              shorten that because we may have				false

		967						LN		38		4		false		 4              Industrial Tax Exemption projects				false

		968						LN		38		5		false		 5              with about 700,010 employees and				false

		969						LN		38		6		false		 6              even the 13 page document would				false

		970						LN		38		7		false		 7              be overwhelming to them, so we				false

		971						LN		38		8		false		 8              hope that you consider shortening				false

		972						LN		38		9		false		 9              that up.  The proposal to adjust				false

		973						LN		38		10		false		10              the level, and the terms and the				false

		974						LN		38		11		false		11              magnitude is fine with us, we				false

		975						LN		38		12		false		12              don't have a problem with that.				false

		976						LN		38		13		false		13              The request we have is why now do				false

		977						LN		38		14		false		14              we have a top down process that's				false

		978						LN		38		15		false		15              proposed by the department -- by				false

		979						LN		38		16		false		16              the department and the C&I board.				false

		980						LN		38		17		false		17              The parish is a political				false

		981						LN		38		18		false		18              subdivision that offers the				false

		982						LN		38		19		false		19              Industrial Tax Exemption to				false

		983						LN		38		20		false		20              manufacturers as it is set.  If				false

		984						LN		38		21		false		21              the benefits of that project in				false

		985						LN		38		22		false		22              our parish is seeking incentives				false

		986						LN		38		23		false		23              itself, we take a positive look				false

		987						LN		38		24		false		24              at it.  Regardless of the state				false

		988						LN		38		25		false		25              still benefits from the				false

		989						PG		39		0		false		page 39				false

		990						LN		39		1		false		 1              manufacturing expansion through				false

		991						LN		39		2		false		 2              sales tax and income tax				false

		992						LN		39		3		false		 3              collections, the proposed process				false

		993						LN		39		4		false		 4              does not recognize parish				false

		994						LN		39		5		false		 5              leadership by going around parish				false

		995						LN		39		6		false		 6              President directly to the parish				false

		996						LN		39		7		false		 7              taxing authority.  So what				false

		997						LN		39		8		false		 8              suggestions would we like to make				false

		998						LN		39		9		false		 9              to you.  We'd like you to				false

		999						LN		39		10		false		10              consider that the parishes have a				false

		1000						LN		39		11		false		11              local option to determine				false

		1001						LN		39		12		false		12              expansion in your parish.  The				false

		1002						LN		39		13		false		13              state will still have the				false

		1003						LN		39		14		false		14              responsibility to produce Exhibit				false

		1004						LN		39		15		false		15              A and to monitor the process.  90				false

		1005						LN		39		16		false		16              percent of the Industrial Tax				false

		1006						LN		39		17		false		17              Exemption projects begin at the				false

		1007						LN		39		18		false		18              parish level.  The parish will				false

		1008						LN		39		19		false		19              evaluate the benefits to the				false

		1009						LN		39		20		false		20              incentive and the expansion as				false

		1010						LN		39		21		false		21              positive.  We will get our taxing				false

		1011						LN		39		22		false		22              authorities to sign off and send				false

		1012						LN		39		23		false		23              this to LEDC.  This could take				false

		1013						LN		39		24		false		24              off a lot of time in the process				false

		1014						LN		39		25		false		25              and if LEDC approves of what we				false

		1015						PG		40		0		false		page 40				false

		1016						LN		40		1		false		 1              do in the Exhibit A is put in				false

		1017						LN		40		2		false		 2              place, we can go right ahead with				false

		1018						LN		40		3		false		 3              the C&I board approval and send				false

		1019						LN		40		4		false		 4              it on to the Governor for his				false

		1020						LN		40		5		false		 5              signature.				false

		1021						LN		40		6		false		 6                  In St. Mary Parish, taxing				false

		1022						LN		40		7		false		 7              authorities have granted				false

		1023						LN		40		8		false		 8              authority by resolution to the				false

		1024						LN		40		9		false		 9              parish President to act on their				false

		1025						LN		40		10		false		10              behalf if the parish level				false

		1026						LN		40		11		false		11              benefits exceed the incentive				false

		1027						LN		40		12		false		12              offer for the project and the				false

		1028						LN		40		13		false		13              parish President must inform and				false

		1029						LN		40		14		false		14              discuss with each taxing				false

		1030						LN		40		15		false		15              authorities designee.  In				false

		1031						LN		40		16		false		16              economic development terms, the				false

		1032						LN		40		17		false		17              benefits of the project. Other				false

		1033						LN		40		18		false		18              parishes may have similar systems				false

		1034						LN		40		19		false		19              in place or develop a local				false

		1035						LN		40		20		false		20              option to facilitate, grant them				false

		1036						LN		40		21		false		21              the Industrial Tax Exemption.  If				false

		1037						LN		40		22		false		22              offering is not satisfactory let				false

		1038						LN		40		23		false		23              us suggest that the local option				false

		1039						LN		40		24		false		24              be considered for all projects				false

		1040						LN		40		25		false		25              that qualify for ITEP with a				false

		1041						PG		41		0		false		page 41				false

		1042						LN		41		1		false		 1              capital investment below $10				false

		1043						LN		41		2		false		 2              million.  This will alleviate the				false

		1044						LN		41		3		false		 3              burden of the secretary and the				false

		1045						LN		41		4		false		 4              C&I board of dealing with a much				false

		1046						LN		41		5		false		 5              smaller ITEP proposals.  Thank				false

		1047						LN		41		6		false		 6              you.				false

		1048						LN		41		7		false		 7                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1049						LN		41		8		false		 8                  Thank you, Mr. Fink.				false

		1050						LN		41		9		false		 9                  MR. HUNAGRIFF:				false

		1051						LN		41		10		false		10                  Thank you, sir. Thank you				false

		1052						LN		41		11		false		11              secretary.  My name is David				false

		1053						LN		41		12		false		12              Hunagriff.  I'm St. Mary Parish				false

		1054						LN		41		13		false		13              President, and like Mr. Fink said				false

		1055						LN		41		14		false		14              prior to that, in 2016 the				false

		1056						LN		41		15		false		15              Governor signed the executive				false

		1057						LN		41		16		false		16              order and I thought it was a good				false

		1058						LN		41		17		false		17              thing.  Having local input into				false

		1059						LN		41		18		false		18              the process, which was tremendous				false

		1060						LN		41		19		false		19              especially how we are truly the				false

		1061						LN		41		20		false		20              one that are truly affected by				false

		1062						LN		41		21		false		21              this.  But in doing so I				false

		1063						LN		41		22		false		22              recognize right off the bat the				false

		1064						LN		41		23		false		23              pitfalls that we're dealing with.				false

		1065						LN		41		24		false		24              As a businessman, I cringe at the				false

		1066						LN		41		25		false		25              thought of my company or any				false

		1067						PG		42		0		false		page 42				false

		1068						LN		42		1		false		 1              other company having to go				false

		1069						LN		42		2		false		 2              between -- before each of these				false

		1070						LN		42		3		false		 3              tax entities and have to sit and				false

		1071						LN		42		4		false		 4              ask permission to get that				false

		1072						LN		42		5		false		 5              exemption because even through				false

		1073						LN		42		6		false		 6              this process as Frank Fink				false

		1074						LN		42		7		false		 7              mentioned, it becomes more beyond				false

		1075						LN		42		8		false		 8              the merits of what your review --				false

		1076						LN		42		9		false		 9              the process of the application				false

		1077						LN		42		10		false		10              which of -- of which you are				false

		1078						LN		42		11		false		11              requiring, it becomes political,				false

		1079						LN		42		12		false		12              so what we did was we went to				false

		1080						LN		42		13		false		13              each and every taxing entity. The				false

		1081						LN		42		14		false		14              five cities in St. Mary Parish;				false

		1082						LN		42		15		false		15              the school board and sheriff and				false

		1083						LN		42		16		false		16              the city and parish council, and				false

		1084						LN		42		17		false		17              out of that the total of 48				false

		1085						LN		42		18		false		18              individuals and only one voted				false

		1086						LN		42		19		false		19              against it.  They all gave me the				false

		1087						LN		42		20		false		20              authority to use their authority				false

		1088						LN		42		21		false		21              in deciding this, and, again, why				false

		1089						LN		42		22		false		22              is this important because it				false

		1090						LN		42		23		false		23              streamlines the process.  It's				false

		1091						LN		42		24		false		24              the best of both worlds.  It				false

		1092						LN		42		25		false		25              brings it to the local level and				false

		1093						PG		43		0		false		page 43				false

		1094						LN		43		1		false		 1              in that resolution I am required				false

		1095						LN		43		2		false		 2              to discuss and inform each				false

		1096						LN		43		3		false		 3              entity's designee, so everyone is				false

		1097						LN		43		4		false		 4              going to be informed what is				false

		1098						LN		43		5		false		 5              going on and instead of this				false

		1099						LN		43		6		false		 6              process taking 60 days, we can do				false

		1100						LN		43		7		false		 7              it in 14.				false

		1101						LN		43		8		false		 8                  So I suggest looking forward				false

		1102						LN		43		9		false		 9              trying to combine the two, and				false

		1103						LN		43		10		false		10              parishes that have resource,				false

		1104						LN		43		11		false		11              parishes that are actually doing				false

		1105						LN		43		12		false		12              what St. Mary Parish did can				false

		1106						LN		43		13		false		13              streamline the process, getting				false

		1107						LN		43		14		false		14              everyone on board, give that				false

		1108						LN		43		15		false		15              authority to the Parish President				false

		1109						LN		43		16		false		16              and with that parish having the				false

		1110						LN		43		17		false		17              resources to their own analysis				false

		1111						LN		43		18		false		18              at a certain level like Mr. Frank				false

		1112						LN		43		19		false		19              mentioned, pick a number, ten				false

		1113						LN		43		20		false		20              million, five million, allow us				false

		1114						LN		43		21		false		21              to start the process from the				false

		1115						LN		43		22		false		22              bottom up and continue this so we				false

		1116						LN		43		23		false		23              can streamline for businesses.				false

		1117						LN		43		24		false		24              Thank you.				false

		1118						LN		43		25		false		25                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1119						PG		44		0		false		page 44				false

		1120						LN		44		1		false		 1                  Thank you, sir.  Next we have				false

		1121						LN		44		2		false		 2              Robert Berg.				false

		1122						LN		44		3		false		 3                  MR. BERG:				false

		1123						LN		44		4		false		 4                  Ditto.				false

		1124						LN		44		5		false		 5                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1125						LN		44		6		false		 6                  Thank you. Next we have Chad				false

		1126						LN		44		7		false		 7              Istre.				false

		1127						LN		44		8		false		 8                  MR. ISTRE:				false

		1128						LN		44		9		false		 9                  Good morning, everyone.  I				false

		1129						LN		44		10		false		10              like to say as Robert said ditto				false

		1130						LN		44		11		false		11              and I am so happy this morning.				false

		1131						LN		44		12		false		12              I'm Chad Istre.  I'm an				false

		1132						LN		44		13		false		13              ExxonMobil Employee for 20 years.				false

		1133						LN		44		14		false		14              I am a 10th generation				false

		1134						LN		44		15		false		15              Louisianian married to an 8th				false

		1135						LN		44		16		false		16              generation Louisianian with two				false

		1136						LN		44		17		false		17              Louisianian children and would				false

		1137						LN		44		18		false		18              love to stay here. I'm so				false

		1138						LN		44		19		false		19              pleased.  Secretary Pierson what				false

		1139						LN		44		20		false		20              you said, there is one foot that				false

		1140						LN		44		21		false		21              sticks with me, not every change				false

		1141						LN		44		22		false		22              is an improvement but every				false

		1142						LN		44		23		false		23              improvement requires a change, I				false

		1143						LN		44		24		false		24              love what you said.  Every				false

		1144						LN		44		25		false		25              organization needs to look at				false

		1145						PG		45		0		false		page 45				false

		1146						LN		45		1		false		 1              itself and make itself				false

		1147						LN		45		2		false		 2              continually better.  I make				false

		1148						LN		45		3		false		 3              mistakes every day.  I need to				false

		1149						LN		45		4		false		 4              keep doing better and better				false

		1150						LN		45		5		false		 5              until we get to eternity.  And				false

		1151						LN		45		6		false		 6              Chairman Windham, I like what you				false

		1152						LN		45		7		false		 7              said that this is good				false

		1153						LN		45		8		false		 8              compromise. So I would say ditto.				false

		1154						LN		45		9		false		 9              I'm pleased with what y'all are				false

		1155						LN		45		10		false		10              doing.  I think some things in				false

		1156						LN		45		11		false		11              life work, some things don't. And				false

		1157						LN		45		12		false		12              I tell the story that when this				false

		1158						LN		45		13		false		13              happened in 1936 when this was				false

		1159						LN		45		14		false		14              first passed, and I asked people				false

		1160						LN		45		15		false		15              and sometimes they know and				false

		1161						LN		45		16		false		16              sometimes they don't. If				false

		1162						LN		45		17		false		17              something is going on in the				false

		1163						LN		45		18		false		18              world in 1936 there is a big				false

		1164						LN		45		19		false		19              demand for fuel across the world.				false

		1165						LN		45		20		false		20              Does anybody know what it was?				false

		1166						LN		45		21		false		21              World War II, right.  And our				false

		1167						LN		45		22		false		22              grandparents and great				false

		1168						LN		45		23		false		23              grandparents passed this tax				false

		1169						LN		45		24		false		24              referral program to attract				false

		1170						LN		45		25		false		25              business to give generational				false

		1171						PG		46		0		false		page 46				false

		1172						LN		46		1		false		 1              jobs here in Louisiana.  Four of				false

		1173						LN		46		2		false		 2              the five ExxonMobil facilities				false

		1174						LN		46		3		false		 3              that have never been built here				false

		1175						LN		46		4		false		 4              if it weren't for that case.				false

		1176						LN		46		5		false		 5              Picked up in 1963 where we would				false

		1177						LN		46		6		false		 6              have got Disney World but so be				false

		1178						LN		46		7		false		 7              it and let's not do that again.				false

		1179						LN		46		8		false		 8              80 years later when it is				false

		1180						LN		46		9		false		 9              overturned this is a compromise				false

		1181						LN		46		10		false		10              to get it back.  Maybe this is				false

		1182						LN		46		11		false		11              2.0 and maybe some day we can get				false

		1183						LN		46		12		false		12              that to 3.0.  One of these boards				false

		1184						LN		46		13		false		13              put together that we're now 12th				false

		1185						LN		46		14		false		14              best in manufacturing				false

		1186						LN		46		15		false		15              friendliness.  We used to be No.				false

		1187						LN		46		16		false		16              1.  Who goes for the record?  Who				false

		1188						LN		46		17		false		17              goes to the 12th car dealership				false

		1189						LN		46		18		false		18              to get the 12th best deal and is				false

		1190						LN		46		19		false		19              happy about it.  It's the same as				false

		1191						LN		46		20		false		20              losing 11 times over.  Let's put				false

		1192						LN		46		21		false		21              Louisiana first again.  Thank				false

		1193						LN		46		22		false		22              you. Ditto.  I appreciate you.				false

		1194						LN		46		23		false		23                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1195						LN		46		24		false		24                  Thank you.  Next we have				false

		1196						LN		46		25		false		25              Alexis Hector.				false

		1197						PG		47		0		false		page 47				false

		1198						LN		47		1		false		 1                  MS. HECTOR:				false

		1199						LN		47		2		false		 2                  Ditto.				false

		1200						LN		47		3		false		 3                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1201						LN		47		4		false		 4                  Thank you.  Ms. Diane Haley				false

		1202						LN		47		5		false		 5              or Hadley?				false

		1203						LN		47		6		false		 6                  MS. HANLEY:				false

		1204						LN		47		7		false		 7                  Hanley.				false

		1205						LN		47		8		false		 8                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1206						LN		47		9		false		 9                  Hanley.  I am so sorry.				false

		1207						LN		47		10		false		10                  MS. HANLEY:				false

		1208						LN		47		11		false		11                  My name is Diane Hanley and I				false

		1209						LN		47		12		false		12              really appreciate having these				false

		1210						LN		47		13		false		13              three minutes, and I thank you				false

		1211						LN		47		14		false		14              for telling me that you value my				false

		1212						LN		47		15		false		15              opinion.  You are going to hear a				false

		1213						LN		47		16		false		16              lot of different opinions from				false

		1214						LN		47		17		false		17              mine, and so I would really like				false

		1215						LN		47		18		false		18              mine in the record. I'm hoping				false

		1216						LN		47		19		false		19              that you know the story of the				false

		1217						LN		47		20		false		20              Emperors New Clothes, and if you				false

		1218						LN		47		21		false		21              don't, I would tell you to please				false

		1219						LN		47		22		false		22              read it tonight because this is				false

		1220						LN		47		23		false		23              what is happening here today.  We				false

		1221						LN		47		24		false		24              are exposing ourselves to a story				false

		1222						LN		47		25		false		25              that has been told for 80 years				false

		1223						PG		48		0		false		page 48				false

		1224						LN		48		1		false		 1              and we are having something woven				false

		1225						LN		48		2		false		 2              for us that is telling us that				false

		1226						LN		48		3		false		 3              there are jobs being created				false

		1227						LN		48		4		false		 4              through ITEP.  These companies				false

		1228						LN		48		5		false		 5              are creating jobs and I'm glad				false

		1229						LN		48		6		false		 6              they have jobs but the way these				false

		1230						LN		48		7		false		 7              rules are written, it is saying				false

		1231						LN		48		8		false		 8              that whether there are jobs or				false

		1232						LN		48		9		false		 9              not, come on in and we'll give				false

		1233						LN		48		10		false		10              you a break.  30 hours of work				false

		1234						LN		48		11		false		11              for one week and we counted.				false

		1235						LN		48		12		false		12              That's what's going on here				false

		1236						LN		48		13		false		13              today.  So I want you to know				false

		1237						LN		48		14		false		14              when you read the story of the				false

		1238						LN		48		15		false		15              Emperors New Clothes and you				false

		1239						LN		48		16		false		16              think about that child that comes				false

		1240						LN		48		17		false		17              forward and says, the Emperor has				false

		1241						LN		48		18		false		18              no clothes, that's the citizens				false

		1242						LN		48		19		false		19              of the state who are waking up.				false

		1243						LN		48		20		false		20              I know there are experts in the				false

		1244						LN		48		21		false		21              field.  The experts are very				false

		1245						LN		48		22		false		22              happy with these rules and there				false

		1246						LN		48		23		false		23              is a reason and they will come				false

		1247						LN		48		24		false		24              again and again.  I'm not sure				false

		1248						LN		48		25		false		25              who the compromise was with but				false

		1249						PG		49		0		false		page 49				false

		1250						LN		49		1		false		 1              it wasn't with me because I can				false

		1251						LN		49		2		false		 2              show you over and over again				false

		1252						LN		49		3		false		 3              where these rules continue the				false

		1253						LN		49		4		false		 4              status quo.  It's not changing				false

		1254						LN		49		5		false		 5              things.  If this is a requirement				false

		1255						LN		49		6		false		 6              of jobs then the jobs will show				false

		1256						LN		49		7		false		 7              up and we will see them, but if				false

		1257						LN		49		8		false		 8              you have to write the rules in a				false

		1258						LN		49		9		false		 9              way so that it is so vague about				false

		1259						LN		49		10		false		10              new jobs coming along, we want				false

		1260						LN		49		11		false		11              ten year jobs.  We want jobs that				false

		1261						LN		49		12		false		12              are going to last at least as				false

		1262						LN		49		13		false		13              long as the exemptions, and these				false

		1263						LN		49		14		false		14              are saying that they can have				false

		1264						LN		49		15		false		15              jobs that are, you know, 30 hours				false

		1265						LN		49		16		false		16              a week for one week, one month is				false

		1266						LN		49		17		false		17              what this stands for, so I want				false

		1267						LN		49		18		false		18              us to really consider what is the				false

		1268						LN		49		19		false		19              truth of what is going on here				false

		1269						LN		49		20		false		20              and to stop seeing things as if				false

		1270						LN		49		21		false		21              they are clothes on us when they				false

		1271						LN		49		22		false		22              are not.				false

		1272						LN		49		23		false		23                  I think we are allowing the				false

		1273						LN		49		24		false		24              proposed rules to create zero				false

		1274						LN		49		25		false		25              real jobs and growth and even job				false

		1275						PG		50		0		false		page 50				false

		1276						LN		50		1		false		 1              cuts disguised as job gains.  I				false

		1277						LN		50		2		false		 2              want y'all to look at this				false

		1278						LN		50		3		false		 3              honestly.  The experts keep				false

		1279						LN		50		4		false		 4              telling us this is what you see,				false

		1280						LN		50		5		false		 5              this is what you see, but what				false

		1281						LN		50		6		false		 6              we're doing is exposing our				false

		1282						LN		50		7		false		 7              Emperor to what is not real.  You				false

		1283						LN		50		8		false		 8              will have the testimony and you				false

		1284						LN		50		9		false		 9              can ask for more testimony about				false

		1285						LN		50		10		false		10              what is really happening here.				false

		1286						LN		50		11		false		11              Our recommendation is that the				false

		1287						LN		50		12		false		12              revised rules should establish				false

		1288						LN		50		13		false		13              clear stipulations for contract				false

		1289						LN		50		14		false		14              labor, requiring that it be				false

		1290						LN		50		15		false		15              counted on a full time equivalent				false

		1291						LN		50		16		false		16              ten year basis to close the				false

		1292						LN		50		17		false		17              phantom job loophole.  We're also				false

		1293						LN		50		18		false		18              asking that there be real				false

		1294						LN		50		19		false		19              established return on investment				false

		1295						LN		50		20		false		20              analysis that, Mr. Pierson, we				false

		1296						LN		50		21		false		21              appreciate your 28 years of				false

		1297						LN		50		22		false		22              service and the knowledge you				false

		1298						LN		50		23		false		23              have in your heart and your head				false

		1299						LN		50		24		false		24              but you may not be here forever				false

		1300						LN		50		25		false		25              and we need to have these rules,				false

		1301						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1302						LN		51		1		false		 1              these analysis come from the				false

		1303						LN		51		2		false		 2              experts that will corroborate				false

		1304						LN		51		3		false		 3              your statements of history and				false

		1305						LN		51		4		false		 4              knowledge, and we appreciate you				false

		1306						LN		51		5		false		 5              giving us that, but we want				false

		1307						LN		51		6		false		 6              analysis that will be in				false

		1308						LN		51		7		false		 7              statements that will be written				false

		1309						LN		51		8		false		 8              that we can look at ourselves.				false

		1310						LN		51		9		false		 9              If you are telling the locals you				false

		1311						LN		51		10		false		10              are going to give it to us, give				false

		1312						LN		51		11		false		11              it to us.  We're asking for it.				false

		1313						LN		51		12		false		12              We don't want it just being told				false

		1314						LN		51		13		false		13              to us.  As locals, as citizens				false

		1315						LN		51		14		false		14              we're learning what we need to				false

		1316						LN		51		15		false		15              learn about this ITEP program and				false

		1317						LN		51		16		false		16              we're going to be calling out				false

		1318						LN		51		17		false		17              that the Emperor has new clothes				false

		1319						LN		51		18		false		18              when the Emperor has new clothes,				false

		1320						LN		51		19		false		19              and we ask you as people who are				false

		1321						LN		51		20		false		20              policymakers to look at this more				false

		1322						LN		51		21		false		21              carefully, more closely and at				false

		1323						LN		51		22		false		22              the analysis that we at Together				false

		1324						LN		51		23		false		23              Louisiana are putting forth.				false

		1325						LN		51		24		false		24              Thank you very much.				false

		1326						LN		51		25		false		25                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1327						PG		52		0		false		page 52				false

		1328						LN		52		1		false		 1                  Thank you, Ms. Hanley.  Mr.				false

		1329						LN		52		2		false		 2              Roger Bagert.				false

		1330						LN		52		3		false		 3                  MR. BAGERT:				false

		1331						LN		52		4		false		 4                  Good morning.  My name is				false

		1332						LN		52		5		false		 5              Roger Bagert representing				false

		1333						LN		52		6		false		 6              Together Louisiana.  After you				false

		1334						LN		52		7		false		 7              read the Emperors New Clothes I				false

		1335						LN		52		8		false		 8              encourage you to read the				false

		1336						LN		52		9		false		 9              proposed rules.				false

		1337						LN		52		10		false		10                  We don't have a problem with				false

		1338						LN		52		11		false		11              the elements of this agreement of				false

		1339						LN		52		12		false		12              policy choices made by the rules.				false

		1340						LN		52		13		false		13              That's not what I want to testify				false

		1341						LN		52		14		false		14              to today.  We commented ourselves				false

		1342						LN		52		15		false		15              to that.  It's to drafting				false

		1343						LN		52		16		false		16              choices or errors that muddy and				false

		1344						LN		52		17		false		17              confuse things.  The -- the sense				false

		1345						LN		52		18		false		18              of urgency is real and it's				false

		1346						LN		52		19		false		19              around the need for certainty and				false

		1347						LN		52		20		false		20              clear expectations, and that's				false

		1348						LN		52		21		false		21              not a need shared only by				false

		1349						LN		52		22		false		22              applicant companies in the				false

		1350						LN		52		23		false		23              business community.  We all feel				false

		1351						LN		52		24		false		24              that.  We all want this thing to				false

		1352						LN		52		25		false		25              be settled.  But if there are				false

		1353						PG		53		0		false		page 53				false

		1354						LN		53		1		false		 1              areas of ambiguity that will not				false

		1355						LN		53		2		false		 2              only maintain but enhance				false

		1356						LN		53		3		false		 3              uncertainty then the process of				false

		1357						LN		53		4		false		 4              rushing this through to get it				false

		1358						LN		53		5		false		 5              done in August instead of				false

		1359						LN		53		6		false		 6              September won't meet the goal of				false

		1360						LN		53		7		false		 7              certainty, it will increase				false

		1361						LN		53		8		false		 8              uncertainty.				false

		1362						LN		53		9		false		 9                  Give you three examples.  On				false

		1363						LN		53		10		false		10              the first page of the rules it				false

		1364						LN		53		11		false		11              talks about when the new rules				false

		1365						LN		53		12		false		12              are meant to apply and it says --				false

		1366						LN		53		13		false		13              this is under C3.  It says, first				false

		1367						LN		53		14		false		14              that after June 24, 2016 but				false

		1368						LN		53		15		false		15              before June -- July 1, 2018 the				false

		1369						LN		53		16		false		16              applicant has the option of				false

		1370						LN		53		17		false		17              choosing between the rules				false

		1371						LN		53		18		false		18              promulgated on June of 2017 or				false

		1372						LN		53		19		false		19              the current rules that are about				false

		1373						LN		53		20		false		20              to be promulgated, and the next				false

		1374						LN		53		21		false		21              sentence says that applications				false

		1375						LN		53		22		false		22              within advanced notice filed				false

		1376						LN		53		23		false		23              after June 24th but before				false

		1377						LN		53		24		false		24              October -- June 24, 2016 but				false

		1378						LN		53		25		false		25              before October 21, 2016 thou				false

		1379						PG		54		0		false		page 54				false

		1380						LN		54		1		false		 1              shall be subject to the rules on				false

		1381						LN		54		2		false		 2              June 20, 2017.  The second subset				false

		1382						LN		54		3		false		 3              is contained within the first, so				false

		1383						LN		54		4		false		 4              now we have a shall that is				false

		1384						LN		54		5		false		 5              directly in contradiction with				false

		1385						LN		54		6		false		 6              the previous sentence.  That				false

		1386						LN		54		7		false		 7              wouldn't increase certainty, that				false

		1387						LN		54		8		false		 8              will increase uncertainty and				false

		1388						LN		54		9		false		 9              probably legal litigation.				false

		1389						LN		54		10		false		10                  Second around jobs, in the				false

		1390						LN		54		11		false		11              Enterprise Zone Program jobs are				false

		1391						LN		54		12		false		12              admirably defined.  It says we				false

		1392						LN		54		13		false		13              are going to establish a baseline				false

		1393						LN		54		14		false		14              based on a 12 month prior				false

		1394						LN		54		15		false		15              history.  The current standard				false

		1395						LN		54		16		false		16              for jobs includes job retention,				false

		1396						LN		54		17		false		17              and here is what qualifies for				false

		1397						LN		54		18		false		18              job retention, any investment,				false

		1398						LN		54		19		false		19              quote, to employ best practice or				false

		1399						LN		54		20		false		20              innovative state of the art				false

		1400						LN		54		21		false		21              technology, any investment to				false

		1401						LN		54		22		false		22              increase maximum capacity or				false

		1402						LN		54		23		false		23              efficiency that is any investment				false

		1403						LN		54		24		false		24              ever made because why would you				false

		1404						LN		54		25		false		25              make an investment except to				false

		1405						PG		55		0		false		page 55				false

		1406						LN		55		1		false		 1              increase your maximum capacity.				false

		1407						LN		55		2		false		 2              Once that loophole is created				false

		1408						LN		55		3		false		 3              around retention, any job that's				false

		1409						LN		55		4		false		 4              at least 30 hours that doesn't				false

		1410						LN		55		5		false		 5              have a specified term, so if I				false

		1411						LN		55		6		false		 6              hire somebody for a week but I				false

		1412						LN		55		7		false		 7              haven't specified it's a week,				false

		1413						LN		55		8		false		 8              under these rules can be made and				false

		1414						LN		55		9		false		 9              understood to apply as equivalent				false

		1415						LN		55		10		false		10              to a ten year full time job.				false

		1416						LN		55		11		false		11              It's no longer a question of				false

		1417						LN		55		12		false		12              whether that interpretation will				false

		1418						LN		55		13		false		13              be made, it is being made.				false

		1419						LN		55		14		false		14              Applications that have been				false

		1420						LN		55		15		false		15              submitted to the Board of				false

		1421						LN		55		16		false		16              Commerce and Industry already				false

		1422						LN		55		17		false		17              include an -- I'm not going to				false

		1423						LN		55		18		false		18              name the company because it's				false

		1424						LN		55		19		false		19              beside the point here today, but				false

		1425						LN		55		20		false		20              it's a public record, include job				false

		1426						LN		55		21		false		21              creation of 257 new jobs since				false

		1427						LN		55		22		false		22              December of 2017 to March of 2018				false

		1428						LN		55		23		false		23              when there has been no new				false

		1429						LN		55		24		false		24              hiring.				false

		1430						LN		55		25		false		25                  What's happening, contract				false

		1431						PG		56		0		false		page 56				false

		1432						LN		56		1		false		 1              jobs are being counted on an				false

		1433						LN		56		2		false		 2              apples to apples basis when it's				false

		1434						LN		56		3		false		 3              not apples to apples it's apples				false

		1435						LN		56		4		false		 4              to oranges.				false

		1436						LN		56		5		false		 5                  Finally, there is a				false

		1437						LN		56		6		false		 6              requirement for return on				false

		1438						LN		56		7		false		 7              investment statement that was				false

		1439						LN		56		8		false		 8              originally put into the executive				false

		1440						LN		56		9		false		 9              order in the rules promulgated in				false

		1441						LN		56		10		false		10              June of 2017.  It is the position				false

		1442						LN		56		11		false		11              of LEDC as expressed in an e-mail				false

		1443						LN		56		12		false		12              to us through their executive				false

		1444						LN		56		13		false		13              counsel that this return on				false

		1445						LN		56		14		false		14              investment statement is not				false

		1446						LN		56		15		false		15              required to be written or formal.				false

		1447						LN		56		16		false		16              That it can be eyeballed.  That				false

		1448						LN		56		17		false		17              it can be judged by the				false

		1449						LN		56		18		false		18              experience and intuition of the				false

		1450						LN		56		19		false		19              secretary.  We think that's an				false

		1451						LN		56		20		false		20              untamable position.  We think				false

		1452						LN		56		21		false		21              that is not a sound basis by				false

		1453						LN		56		22		false		22              which to establish whether to				false

		1454						LN		56		23		false		23              grant public resources for				false

		1455						LN		56		24		false		24              private purposes, and we think				false

		1456						LN		56		25		false		25              it's the responsibility of this				false

		1457						PG		57		0		false		page 57				false

		1458						LN		57		1		false		 1              board to clarify that a return on				false

		1459						LN		57		2		false		 2              investment statement must be				false

		1460						LN		57		3		false		 3              based on a return on investment				false

		1461						LN		57		4		false		 4              analysis that is both written and				false

		1462						LN		57		5		false		 5              formal.  Thank you.				false

		1463						LN		57		6		false		 6                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1464						LN		57		7		false		 7                  Thank you, Mr. Bagert.  Next				false

		1465						LN		57		8		false		 8              we have Traci --				false

		1466						LN		57		9		false		 9                  MS. GREEN:				false

		1467						LN		57		10		false		10                  Green.				false

		1468						LN		57		11		false		11                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1469						LN		57		12		false		12                  Green. I'm sorry.				false

		1470						LN		57		13		false		13                  MS. GREEN:				false

		1471						LN		57		14		false		14                  Ditto to supporting LED.				false

		1472						LN		57		15		false		15                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1473						LN		57		16		false		16                  Thank you, ma'am.  Jasmine				false

		1474						LN		57		17		false		17              Payne.				false

		1475						LN		57		18		false		18                  MS. PAYNE:				false

		1476						LN		57		19		false		19                  Ditto.				false

		1477						LN		57		20		false		20                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1478						LN		57		21		false		21                  Thank you, Jasmine.  David				false

		1479						LN		57		22		false		22              Parker.				false

		1480						LN		57		23		false		23                  MR. PARKER:				false

		1481						LN		57		24		false		24                  I support ITEP.  Thank you.				false

		1482						LN		57		25		false		25                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1483						PG		58		0		false		page 58				false

		1484						LN		58		1		false		 1                  Thank you.  Deborah Meaux.				false

		1485						LN		58		2		false		 2              Please, behind the -- yeah.				false

		1486						LN		58		3		false		 3              Thank you.				false

		1487						LN		58		4		false		 4                  MS. MEAUX:				false

		1488						LN		58		5		false		 5                  Good morning. I am Debbie				false

		1489						LN		58		6		false		 6              Meaux.  I'm President of the				false

		1490						LN		58		7		false		 7              Louisiana Association of Educator				false

		1491						LN		58		8		false		 8              and I have been in education for				false

		1492						LN		58		9		false		 9              43 years.				false

		1493						LN		58		10		false		10                  First, thank you for allowing				false

		1494						LN		58		11		false		11              me to speak.  I am here today to				false

		1495						LN		58		12		false		12              ask this board to consider the				false

		1496						LN		58		13		false		13              negative impact of making local				false

		1497						LN		58		14		false		14              school ad valorem tax money a				false

		1498						LN		58		15		false		15              phantom promise leaving our				false

		1499						LN		58		16		false		16              school system struggling to				false

		1500						LN		58		17		false		17              provide the needs of children and				false

		1501						LN		58		18		false		18              school employees why we continue				false

		1502						LN		58		19		false		19              to keep wealthy corporate				false

		1503						LN		58		20		false		20              companies from paying their				false

		1504						LN		58		21		false		21              constitutional ad valorem taxes				false

		1505						LN		58		22		false		22              to help support community				false

		1506						LN		58		23		false		23              services and schools.  I ask this				false

		1507						LN		58		24		false		24              board to remove school districts				false

		1508						LN		58		25		false		25              from the ITEP completely.				false

		1509						PG		59		0		false		page 59				false

		1510						LN		59		1		false		 1              Schools should not bear the				false

		1511						LN		59		2		false		 2              burden and the harmful effects				false

		1512						LN		59		3		false		 3              incurred through the non-payment				false

		1513						LN		59		4		false		 4              of tax money sorely needed by				false

		1514						LN		59		5		false		 5              every school district to pay the				false

		1515						LN		59		6		false		 6              employees, build or refurbish				false

		1516						LN		59		7		false		 7              school buildings and most				false

		1517						LN		59		8		false		 8              importantly give students				false

		1518						LN		59		9		false		 9              resources needed to become				false

		1519						LN		59		10		false		10              successful in life.  Louisiana is				false

		1520						LN		59		11		false		11              the only state in the union that				false

		1521						LN		59		12		false		12              shaves away local taxes from				false

		1522						LN		59		13		false		13              schools.  Mississippi doesn't do				false

		1523						LN		59		14		false		14              it.  Texas doesn't do it.				false

		1524						LN		59		15		false		15              Arkansas doesn't do it.  In fact,				false

		1525						LN		59		16		false		16              Louisiana is the only state in				false

		1526						LN		59		17		false		17              the country that raises its much				false

		1527						LN		59		18		false		18              needed tax money to companies				false

		1528						LN		59		19		false		19              that are wealthier and better off				false

		1529						LN		59		20		false		20              than our school districts.				false

		1530						LN		59		21		false		21              Though many will say that the				false

		1531						LN		59		22		false		22              exemption it won't provide much				false

		1532						LN		59		23		false		23              in the way of helping to fill the				false

		1533						LN		59		24		false		24              needs of our school systems, we				false

		1534						LN		59		25		false		25              all have to acknowledge it will				false

		1535						PG		60		0		false		page 60				false

		1536						LN		60		1		false		 1              be more than they correctly				false

		1537						LN		60		2		false		 2              receive.  And in a world of				false

		1538						LN		60		3		false		 3              education every single dollar				false

		1539						LN		60		4		false		 4              counts.				false

		1540						LN		60		5		false		 5                  Over time as property returns				false

		1541						LN		60		6		false		 6              to the catch roles, the income				false

		1542						LN		60		7		false		 7              from these ad valorem taxes will				false

		1543						LN		60		8		false		 8              accumulate to provide a growing				false

		1544						LN		60		9		false		 9              dollar amount.  Our children here				false

		1545						LN		60		10		false		10              in East Baton Rouge Parish school				false

		1546						LN		60		11		false		11              district and children in all				false

		1547						LN		60		12		false		12              school districts around the state				false

		1548						LN		60		13		false		13              deserve every dollar we can put				false

		1549						LN		60		14		false		14              to work for them.  Additionally				false

		1550						LN		60		15		false		15              our taxpayers who are always the				false

		1551						LN		60		16		false		16              first that we go to when we need				false

		1552						LN		60		17		false		17              money for our schools deserve a				false

		1553						LN		60		18		false		18              break in the taxes they pay.  If				false

		1554						LN		60		19		false		19              we removed school districts from				false

		1555						LN		60		20		false		20              this tax exemption program all				false

		1556						LN		60		21		false		21              together, we would be giving our				false

		1557						LN		60		22		false		22              tax payers a break in what they				false

		1558						LN		60		23		false		23              have to pay in order to educate				false

		1559						LN		60		24		false		24              their children.  Thank you.				false

		1560						LN		60		25		false		25                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1561						PG		61		0		false		page 61				false

		1562						LN		61		1		false		 1                  Thank you, Ms. Meaux.  Girard				false

		1563						LN		61		2		false		 2              Melancon, CP -- I am sorry, Ph.D.				false

		1564						LN		61		3		false		 3              Sorry, sir.				false

		1565						LN		61		4		false		 4                  MR. MELANCON:				false

		1566						LN		61		5		false		 5                  I was going to say my brother				false

		1567						LN		61		6		false		 6              is in the room, but he is in New				false

		1568						LN		61		7		false		 7              York City.  Once again, Girard				false

		1569						LN		61		8		false		 8              Melancon. I am not a native				false

		1570						LN		61		9		false		 9              Louisiana, but before I get into				false

		1571						LN		61		10		false		10              that, I'm currently the Executive				false

		1572						LN		61		11		false		11              Director for WorkForce Education				false

		1573						LN		61		12		false		12              at Baton Rouge Community College,				false

		1574						LN		61		13		false		13              and I am also President of the				false

		1575						LN		61		14		false		14              national council for workforce				false

		1576						LN		61		15		false		15              education, so we have a 400				false

		1577						LN		61		16		false		16              member community college				false

		1578						LN		61		17		false		17              workforce develop group that I'm				false

		1579						LN		61		18		false		18              President elect for, and I'm				false

		1580						LN		61		19		false		19              really the envy of a lot of my				false

		1581						LN		61		20		false		20              colleagues on the board.  I also				false

		1582						LN		61		21		false		21              was raised in the State of				false

		1583						LN		61		22		false		22              Illinois.  Funny, my dad is				false

		1584						LN		61		23		false		23              Donald Melancon, which, by the				false

		1585						LN		61		24		false		24              way, he found a stage someplace				false

		1586						LN		61		25		false		25              in the common system of Illinois.				false

		1587						PG		62		0		false		page 62				false

		1588						LN		62		1		false		 1              I'm not sure if there is another				false

		1589						LN		62		2		false		 2              stage village at all, but I was				false

		1590						LN		62		3		false		 3              raised in the State of Illinois,				false

		1591						LN		62		4		false		 4              and growing up there, southeast				false

		1592						LN		62		5		false		 5              Chicago, the rust belt of the				false

		1593						LN		62		6		false		 6              Midwest, and I pray every day,				false

		1594						LN		62		7		false		 7              who my dad was the principal, he				false

		1595						LN		62		8		false		 8              died early, 63, and my mother is				false

		1596						LN		62		9		false		 9              still alive and she was a school				false

		1597						LN		62		10		false		10              teacher of 43 years and she still				false

		1598						LN		62		11		false		11              receives a state pension for				false

		1599						LN		62		12		false		12              however long that is because the				false

		1600						LN		62		13		false		13              state budget of Illinois is				false

		1601						LN		62		14		false		14              horrendous because of no industry				false

		1602						LN		62		15		false		15              and a lot of high migration.				false

		1603						LN		62		16		false		16                  I don't want to see that				false

		1604						LN		62		17		false		17              happen here in Baton Rouge.  I				false

		1605						LN		62		18		false		18              also studied in Colorado for				false

		1606						LN		62		19		false		19              seven years.  I was groomed to be				false

		1607						LN		62		20		false		20              a city manager.  I understand the				false

		1608						LN		62		21		false		21              role of ad valorem property tax				false

		1609						LN		62		22		false		22              and how they can fund local				false

		1610						LN		62		23		false		23              communities and systems and so				false

		1611						LN		62		24		false		24              forth.  But without a signal of				false

		1612						LN		62		25		false		25              strong economic development and				false

		1613						PG		63		0		false		page 63				false

		1614						LN		63		1		false		 1              growth, nothing is going to grow.				false

		1615						LN		63		2		false		 2              We are in the workforce.  These				false

		1616						LN		63		3		false		 3              part time jobs I have seen				false

		1617						LN		63		4		false		 4              firsthand, my unit is built				false

		1618						LN		63		5		false		 5              around industry base				false

		1619						LN		63		6		false		 6              certification with the unskilled				false

		1620						LN		63		7		false		 7              worker to a middle skilled				false

		1621						LN		63		8		false		 8              worker.  Our economy is built				false

		1622						LN		63		9		false		 9              around middle skilled jobs.  20				false

		1623						LN		63		10		false		10              percent unskilled, 54 percent				false

		1624						LN		63		11		false		11              currently, 57 percent currently				false

		1625						LN		63		12		false		12              middle skilled. Most of those				false

		1626						LN		63		13		false		13              skills are industrial plants;				false

		1627						LN		63		14		false		14              pipers, welders, instrumentation				false

		1628						LN		63		15		false		15              techs, electricians, and so				false

		1629						LN		63		16		false		16              forth.  Working with Exxon right				false

		1630						LN		63		17		false		17              now for the past four years or				false

		1631						LN		63		18		false		18              so.  We are rating unskilled				false

		1632						LN		63		19		false		19              workers and moving them up in				false

		1633						LN		63		20		false		20              north Baton Rouge community from				false

		1634						LN		63		21		false		21              a laborer blaster painter to a				false

		1635						LN		63		22		false		22              pipe fitter, electrician or				false

		1636						LN		63		23		false		23              welder. We're doing that.  People				false

		1637						LN		63		24		false		24              are growing.				false

		1638						LN		63		25		false		25                  This industry -- there is no				false

		1639						PG		64		0		false		page 64				false

		1640						LN		64		1		false		 1              other industry that can do that.				false

		1641						LN		64		2		false		 2              It could be tech jobs and we				false

		1642						LN		64		3		false		 3              could be moving three people at a				false

		1643						LN		64		4		false		 4              time or anything else, mass skill				false

		1644						LN		64		5		false		 5              of movement of population,				false

		1645						LN		64		6		false		 6              industrial skill jobs is where				false

		1646						LN		64		7		false		 7              it's at.				false

		1647						LN		64		8		false		 8                  So, in short, I support these				false

		1648						LN		64		9		false		 9              proposed changes and do it				false

		1649						LN		64		10		false		10              quickly.  The globe is watching				false

		1650						LN		64		11		false		11              us.  But to send a message across				false

		1651						LN		64		12		false		12              the globe in that we are truly				false

		1652						LN		64		13		false		13              open for business in Louisiana,				false

		1653						LN		64		14		false		14              and I don't want to be a part of				false

		1654						LN		64		15		false		15              and I really want to sustain from				false

		1655						LN		64		16		false		16              becoming the new rust belt of the				false

		1656						LN		64		17		false		17              south.  Thank you.				false

		1657						LN		64		18		false		18                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1658						LN		64		19		false		19                  Thank you, Dr. Melancon.				false

		1659						LN		64		20		false		20              Brad Allen.  Brad -- I am sorry.				false

		1660						LN		64		21		false		21                  MR. ALLEN:				false

		1661						LN		64		22		false		22                  Thank you.  My name is Brad				false

		1662						LN		64		23		false		23              Allen. I'm with ExxonMobil.  I am				false

		1663						LN		64		24		false		24              the operations manager at our				false

		1664						LN		64		25		false		25              Baton Rouge polyolefins plant on				false

		1665						PG		65		0		false		page 65				false

		1666						LN		65		1		false		 1              the north side of east Baton				false

		1667						LN		65		2		false		 2              Rouge. You can probably tell from				false

		1668						LN		65		3		false		 3              my accent I was not born here in				false

		1669						LN		65		4		false		 4              Louisiana.  I'm not a 10th				false

		1670						LN		65		5		false		 5              generation but I'm definitely				false

		1671						LN		65		6		false		 6              proud to call it home and I plan				false

		1672						LN		65		7		false		 7              to stay here for many years.  I				false

		1673						LN		65		8		false		 8              am a husband and two children				false

		1674						LN		65		9		false		 9              that I want them to have the				false

		1675						LN		65		10		false		10              opportunity here in Baton Rouge				false

		1676						LN		65		11		false		11              that I have had.				false

		1677						LN		65		12		false		12                  I support -- I think it's				false

		1678						LN		65		13		false		13              important to really show support				false

		1679						LN		65		14		false		14              for ITEP here.				false

		1680						LN		65		15		false		15                  Chairman Windham, you				false

		1681						LN		65		16		false		16              mentioned earlier about the				false

		1682						LN		65		17		false		17              competitiveness of our state, the				false

		1683						LN		65		18		false		18              true mentality of ITEP.  ITEP for				false

		1684						LN		65		19		false		19              that, so I want to bring that to				false

		1685						LN		65		20		false		20              a project that we're actually				false

		1686						LN		65		21		false		21              considering here in East Baton				false

		1687						LN		65		22		false		22              Rouge.  I think Chad mentioned				false

		1688						LN		65		23		false		23              already that ExxonMobil is				false

		1689						LN		65		24		false		24              looking at a $50 billion worth of				false

		1690						LN		65		25		false		25              investment in the Gulf Coast.				false

		1691						PG		66		0		false		page 66				false

		1692						LN		66		1		false		 1              That's a pretty big number, and				false

		1693						LN		66		2		false		 2              we want a lot of that here in.				false

		1694						LN		66		3		false		 3                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1695						LN		66		4		false		 4                  We want all of it.				false

		1696						LN		66		5		false		 5                  MR. ALLEN:				false

		1697						LN		66		6		false		 6                  So at the polyolefins plant				false

		1698						LN		66		7		false		 7              we are on that. We are				false

		1699						LN		66		8		false		 8              considering a major investment as				false

		1700						LN		66		9		false		 9              an expansion of polypropylene. So				false

		1701						LN		66		10		false		10              polypropylene, that is a plastic				false

		1702						LN		66		11		false		11              product that goes in everything				false

		1703						LN		66		12		false		12              from food containers to diapers				false

		1704						LN		66		13		false		13              to wipes to medical scrubs to				false

		1705						LN		66		14		false		14              automobiles, right.  And				false

		1706						LN		66		15		false		15              automobiles, that's a product				false

		1707						LN		66		16		false		16              that helps lighten the vehicle				false

		1708						LN		66		17		false		17              with high strength.  Some of our				false

		1709						LN		66		18		false		18              new technologies there.  It				false

		1710						LN		66		19		false		19              actually saves gasoline.  Sounds				false

		1711						LN		66		20		false		20              odd from an ExxonMobil guy saying				false

		1712						LN		66		21		false		21              that statement, right.  But for				false

		1713						LN		66		22		false		22              us to be able to evaluate a				false

		1714						LN		66		23		false		23              project such as that, we have to				false

		1715						LN		66		24		false		24              have regulatory and tax				false

		1716						LN		66		25		false		25              certainty, okay, to remain				false

		1717						PG		67		0		false		page 67				false

		1718						LN		67		1		false		 1              competitive.				false

		1719						LN		67		2		false		 2                  So polypropylene is a product				false

		1720						LN		67		3		false		 3              that we make around the globe and				false

		1721						LN		67		4		false		 4              we make it right next door in				false

		1722						LN		67		5		false		 5              Texas as well.  We have to remain				false

		1723						LN		67		6		false		 6              competitive with other states.				false

		1724						LN		67		7		false		 7              We -- when we're looking at a				false

		1725						LN		67		8		false		 8              project like this, I mean, the				false

		1726						LN		67		9		false		 9              amount of incentives that come				false

		1727						LN		67		10		false		10              out of ITEP for us they can make				false

		1728						LN		67		11		false		11              or break that product -- that				false

		1729						LN		67		12		false		12              project, and we want that project				false

		1730						LN		67		13		false		13              right here in our hometown.				false

		1731						LN		67		14		false		14                  So with no investment here, I				false

		1732						LN		67		15		false		15              mean, it means no sales tax,				false

		1733						LN		67		16		false		16              right, it means no jobs, it means				false

		1734						LN		67		17		false		17              no increase to the long term				false

		1735						LN		67		18		false		18              income tax base and to the long				false

		1736						LN		67		19		false		19              term income property tax base, so				false

		1737						LN		67		20		false		20              I said personally, I want the				false

		1738						LN		67		21		false		21              company to invest here.  I want				false

		1739						LN		67		22		false		22              jobs here. I want growth here.				false

		1740						LN		67		23		false		23              And I want a brighter future for				false

		1741						LN		67		24		false		24              Baton Rouge and Louisiana. Thank				false

		1742						LN		67		25		false		25              you for your time.				false

		1743						PG		68		0		false		page 68				false

		1744						LN		68		1		false		 1                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1745						LN		68		2		false		 2                  Thank you, Mr. Allen.				false

		1746						LN		68		3		false		 3              Gregory Bowser.  He ditto that.				false

		1747						LN		68		4		false		 4              I'm assuming.  Jessica Pranjic.				false

		1748						LN		68		5		false		 5              Pranjic.  Please correct my				false

		1749						LN		68		6		false		 6              pronunciation.				false

		1750						LN		68		7		false		 7                  MS. PRANJIC:				false

		1751						LN		68		8		false		 8                  You had it right.  It's				false

		1752						LN		68		9		false		 9              Pranjic.				false

		1753						LN		68		10		false		10                  So good morning. My name is				false

		1754						LN		68		11		false		11              Jessica Pranjic.  I am the				false

		1755						LN		68		12		false		12              manager of communications and				false

		1756						LN		68		13		false		13              workforce development with the				false

		1757						LN		68		14		false		14              Greater Baton Rouge Industry				false

		1758						LN		68		15		false		15              Alliance, and I am here today to				false

		1759						LN		68		16		false		16              urge you to support these new				false

		1760						LN		68		17		false		17              guidelines by LEDC, and we do				false

		1761						LN		68		18		false		18              know that ITEP has successfully				false

		1762						LN		68		19		false		19              served as an investment for				false

		1763						LN		68		20		false		20              economic growth in our area, and				false

		1764						LN		68		21		false		21              I would also like -- to this is				false

		1765						LN		68		22		false		22              on multiplier effect on				false

		1766						LN		68		23		false		23              manufacturing that for every one				false

		1767						LN		68		24		false		24              manufacturing job required for a				false

		1768						LN		68		25		false		25              project an additional eight to				false

		1769						PG		69		0		false		page 69				false

		1770						LN		69		1		false		 1              nine jobs beyond just direct				false

		1771						LN		69		2		false		 2              construction and contractor				false

		1772						LN		69		3		false		 3              employment is required to help				false

		1773						LN		69		4		false		 4              support that investment.				false

		1774						LN		69		5		false		 5                  I would also like to bring up				false

		1775						LN		69		6		false		 6              the fact that industry in the				false

		1776						LN		69		7		false		 7              capital region does pay two				false

		1777						LN		69		8		false		 8              thirds of all property taxes				false

		1778						LN		69		9		false		 9              again in capital region, so,				false

		1779						LN		69		10		false		10              again, I just want to urge				false

		1780						LN		69		11		false		11              support of these new guidelines				false

		1781						LN		69		12		false		12              to help enhance the				false

		1782						LN		69		13		false		13              predictability for business				false

		1783						LN		69		14		false		14              investment in the future. So,				false

		1784						LN		69		15		false		15              thank you.				false

		1785						LN		69		16		false		16                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1786						LN		69		17		false		17                  Thank you.  Russell				false

		1787						LN		69		18		false		18              Richardson.				false

		1788						LN		69		19		false		19                  MR. RICHARDSON:				false

		1789						LN		69		20		false		20                  Good morning.  My name is				false

		1790						LN		69		21		false		21              Russell Richardson.  I'm				false

		1791						LN		69		22		false		22              representing the Baton Rouge Area				false

		1792						LN		69		23		false		23              of Chamber. We serve as the				false

		1793						LN		69		24		false		24              economic development organization				false

		1794						LN		69		25		false		25              for the non-parish capital				false

		1795						PG		70		0		false		page 70				false

		1796						LN		70		1		false		 1              region.				false

		1797						LN		70		2		false		 2                  ITEP is one of the most				false

		1798						LN		70		3		false		 3              important economic tools that we				false

		1799						LN		70		4		false		 4              use to attract and retain				false

		1800						LN		70		5		false		 5              business in capital region.				false

		1801						LN		70		6		false		 6              Since the executive order was				false

		1802						LN		70		7		false		 7              issued in June 2016 there's been				false

		1803						LN		70		8		false		 8              a great deal of uncertainty and				false

		1804						LN		70		9		false		 9              unpredictability around ITEP.				false

		1805						LN		70		10		false		10              Without much structure and				false

		1806						LN		70		11		false		11              guidelines it's been difficult				false

		1807						LN		70		12		false		12              and local governments to				false

		1808						LN		70		13		false		13              implement the program.  The local				false

		1809						LN		70		14		false		14              process is very widely between				false

		1810						LN		70		15		false		15              the parishes since 2016 and in				false

		1811						LN		70		16		false		16              some cases the program have				false

		1812						LN		70		17		false		17              effectively been brought to a				false

		1813						LN		70		18		false		18              standstill.  These new rules more				false

		1814						LN		70		19		false		19              clearly define the local input.				false

		1815						LN		70		20		false		20              It provides a more simple and				false

		1816						LN		70		21		false		21              straight forward approval				false

		1817						LN		70		22		false		22              process.  Providing a return on				false

		1818						LN		70		23		false		23              investment statement and				false

		1819						LN		70		24		false		24              recommendation to local taxing				false

		1820						LN		70		25		false		25              authorities gives locals the				false

		1821						PG		71		0		false		page 71				false

		1822						LN		71		1		false		 1              information needed to make				false

		1823						LN		71		2		false		 2              responsible decisions for				false

		1824						LN		71		3		false		 3              companies considering investment				false

		1825						LN		71		4		false		 4              in our communities.				false

		1826						LN		71		5		false		 5                  On behalf of our organization				false

		1827						LN		71		6		false		 6              and its 1,500 business we				false

		1828						LN		71		7		false		 7              represent, we ask you to adopt				false

		1829						LN		71		8		false		 8              the proposed rules on the fastest				false

		1830						LN		71		9		false		 9              available timeline. These rules				false

		1831						LN		71		10		false		10              are a great step forward in				false

		1832						LN		71		11		false		11              providing a more transparent and				false

		1833						LN		71		12		false		12              predictable program which is key				false

		1834						LN		71		13		false		13              to returning Louisiana and the				false

		1835						LN		71		14		false		14              capital region to a competitive				false

		1836						LN		71		15		false		15              location for new investment.				false

		1837						LN		71		16		false		16              Thank you.				false

		1838						LN		71		17		false		17                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1839						LN		71		18		false		18                  Thank you, Mr. Richardson.				false

		1840						LN		71		19		false		19              Stephanie Cargile.				false

		1841						LN		71		20		false		20                  MS. CARGILE:				false

		1842						LN		71		21		false		21                  Good morning.  I'm Stephanie				false

		1843						LN		71		22		false		22              Cargile.  I'm the public affairs				false

		1844						LN		71		23		false		23              manager at ExxonMobil, but more				false

		1845						LN		71		24		false		24              importantly I am a lifelong				false

		1846						LN		71		25		false		25              resident of Baton Rouge and				false

		1847						PG		72		0		false		page 72				false

		1848						LN		72		1		false		 1              Louisiana and my great				false

		1849						LN		72		2		false		 2              grandfather help bring standard				false

		1850						LN		72		3		false		 3              oil here to Baton Rouge.  My				false

		1851						LN		72		4		false		 4              great uncle helped Southern				false

		1852						LN		72		5		false		 5              University locate on its current				false

		1853						LN		72		6		false		 6              location.  So I am deeply				false

		1854						LN		72		7		false		 7              committed to the state and I				false

		1855						LN		72		8		false		 8              think what you guys are				false

		1856						LN		72		9		false		 9              considering today, these revised				false

		1857						LN		72		10		false		10              rules is a huge step in the right				false

		1858						LN		72		11		false		11              direction for predictability for				false

		1859						LN		72		12		false		12              us.				false

		1860						LN		72		13		false		13                  As you have heard today from				false

		1861						LN		72		14		false		14              several of our employees and from				false

		1862						LN		72		15		false		15              Brad, and you-all know we are				false

		1863						LN		72		16		false		16              considering a major project in				false

		1864						LN		72		17		false		17              Baton Rouge, and we are looking				false

		1865						LN		72		18		false		18              for that predictability to be				false

		1866						LN		72		19		false		19              able to understand the cost of				false

		1867						LN		72		20		false		20              investing in Louisiana versus				false

		1868						LN		72		21		false		21              other places right now.				false

		1869						LN		72		22		false		22                  I would like to also say that				false

		1870						LN		72		23		false		23              something that is not often				false

		1871						LN		72		24		false		24              mentioned is what is happening in				false

		1872						LN		72		25		false		25              the Gulf Coast with not just				false

		1873						PG		73		0		false		page 73				false

		1874						LN		73		1		false		 1              Exxon but other industry.  It's a				false

		1875						LN		73		2		false		 2              huge time of growth, and we want				false

		1876						LN		73		3		false		 3              Louisiana to be able to compete				false

		1877						LN		73		4		false		 4              for that growth.  We want more				false

		1878						LN		73		5		false		 5              projects to come here.  Right now				false

		1879						LN		73		6		false		 6              I know a lot of focus is on jobs				false

		1880						LN		73		7		false		 7              and we are at max of simulation.				false

		1881						LN		73		8		false		 8              That means we are hiring to the				false

		1882						LN		73		9		false		 9              top level and we are hiring right				false

		1883						LN		73		10		false		10              here in Baton Rouge but those are				false

		1884						LN		73		11		false		11              going to be for jobs across the				false

		1885						LN		73		12		false		12              Gulf Coast, so those jobs are				false

		1886						LN		73		13		false		13              going to follow where the				false

		1887						LN		73		14		false		14              investment goes.  We want those				false

		1888						LN		73		15		false		15              jobs to stay right here in				false

		1889						LN		73		16		false		16              Louisiana.				false

		1890						LN		73		17		false		17                  And the last thing that I				false

		1891						LN		73		18		false		18              will mention is that beyond the				false

		1892						LN		73		19		false		19              direct economic impact that				false

		1893						LN		73		20		false		20              investment can bring and that				false

		1894						LN		73		21		false		21              extends to those contractor jobs				false

		1895						LN		73		22		false		22              to even restaurants that benefit,				false

		1896						LN		73		23		false		23              the local retailers, all of the				false

		1897						LN		73		24		false		24              different suppliers and vendors				false

		1898						LN		73		25		false		25              that benefit from investment.  I				false

		1899						PG		74		0		false		page 74				false

		1900						LN		74		1		false		 1              think we also need to consider				false

		1901						LN		74		2		false		 2              what we can do with our local				false

		1902						LN		74		3		false		 3              communities as a partnership.  A				false

		1903						LN		74		4		false		 4              lot of the rhetoric we have heard				false

		1904						LN		74		5		false		 5              has made economic development a				false

		1905						LN		74		6		false		 6              bad thing and it is not.  It is a				false

		1906						LN		74		7		false		 7              very good thing and our local				false

		1907						LN		74		8		false		 8              communities need to understand				false

		1908						LN		74		9		false		 9              that they can benefit when we				false

		1909						LN		74		10		false		10              bring investment here.  Whether				false

		1910						LN		74		11		false		11              it's the $13 million we were able				false

		1911						LN		74		12		false		12              to get to Louisiana to help our				false

		1912						LN		74		13		false		13              teachers and help our school				false

		1913						LN		74		14		false		14              system.  We're expanding that				false

		1914						LN		74		15		false		15              program this summer to extend to				false

		1915						LN		74		16		false		16              800 teachers.  Investment --				false

		1916						LN		74		17		false		17              project investment brings				false

		1917						LN		74		18		false		18              community investment with it.  We				false

		1918						LN		74		19		false		19              want to do more in north Baton				false

		1919						LN		74		20		false		20              Rouge.  We want to do more for				false

		1920						LN		74		21		false		21              our educators.  We want to do				false

		1921						LN		74		22		false		22              more for our community.				false

		1922						LN		74		23		false		23                  So, thank you, this is a				false

		1923						LN		74		24		false		24              great step in the right direction				false

		1924						LN		74		25		false		25              and let's keep moving forward for				false

		1925						PG		75		0		false		page 75				false

		1926						LN		75		1		false		 1              Louisiana.				false

		1927						LN		75		2		false		 2                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1928						LN		75		3		false		 3                  Thank you, Ms. Cargile.  The				false

		1929						LN		75		4		false		 4              next we have Steve Nosacka.				false

		1930						LN		75		5		false		 5                  MR. NOSACKA:				false

		1931						LN		75		6		false		 6                  Good morning. I am Steve				false

		1932						LN		75		7		false		 7              Nosacka.  I am the public affairs				false

		1933						LN		75		8		false		 8              manager for the town of Gramercy,				false

		1934						LN		75		9		false		 9              and also the grace of being able				false

		1935						LN		75		10		false		10              to serve as mayor the last				false

		1936						LN		75		11		false		11              several years, and also I served				false

		1937						LN		75		12		false		12              St. James Parish as the economic				false

		1938						LN		75		13		false		13              development consultant. I'm here				false

		1939						LN		75		14		false		14              on behalf of our St. James Parish				false

		1940						LN		75		15		false		15              elected officials to encourage				false

		1941						LN		75		16		false		16              you and tell you that we				false

		1942						LN		75		17		false		17              absolutely support these changes				false

		1943						LN		75		18		false		18              especially in the stability that				false

		1944						LN		75		19		false		19              we think this will bring and				false

		1945						LN		75		20		false		20              continue to bring to our economic				false

		1946						LN		75		21		false		21              development and also our				false

		1947						LN		75		22		false		22              community development efforts.				false

		1948						LN		75		23		false		23              We continue to appreciate in				false

		1949						LN		75		24		false		24              value this that the changes --				false

		1950						LN		75		25		false		25              that these changes preserve the				false

		1951						PG		76		0		false		page 76				false

		1952						LN		76		1		false		 1              -- preserve and continue to give				false

		1953						LN		76		2		false		 2              our local stakeholders the final				false

		1954						LN		76		3		false		 3              say in our property tax dollars.				false

		1955						LN		76		4		false		 4              I heard a mayor say before or				false

		1956						LN		76		5		false		 5              several years back at the				false

		1957						LN		76		6		false		 6              capital, you know it's really				false

		1958						LN		76		7		false		 7              troubling when you have to come				false

		1959						LN		76		8		false		 8              to Baton Rouge for your money,				false

		1960						LN		76		9		false		 9              but for all that, which is why I				false

		1961						LN		76		10		false		10              continue to support and encourage				false

		1962						LN		76		11		false		11              you to adopt these changes that				false

		1963						LN		76		12		false		12              allow us to have the final say				false

		1964						LN		76		13		false		13              where our local property tax				false

		1965						LN		76		14		false		14              dollars go.  Again, we thank you				false

		1966						LN		76		15		false		15              for this and God speed to you in				false

		1967						LN		76		16		false		16              your efforts to get it				false

		1968						LN		76		17		false		17              implemented.				false

		1969						LN		76		18		false		18                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		1970						LN		76		19		false		19                  Thank you, Mayor Nosacka.				false

		1971						LN		76		20		false		20              Robert Thompson.				false

		1972						LN		76		21		false		21                  MR. THOMPSON:				false

		1973						LN		76		22		false		22                  My name is Robert Thompson				false

		1974						LN		76		23		false		23              and I am a life long resident of				false

		1975						LN		76		24		false		24              Baton Rouge, and I want to say				false

		1976						LN		76		25		false		25              that the changes that you bring				false

		1977						PG		77		0		false		page 77				false

		1978						LN		77		1		false		 1              forth are headed in the right				false

		1979						LN		77		2		false		 2              direction, but I would request				false

		1980						LN		77		3		false		 3              that you take a look at the				false

		1981						LN		77		4		false		 4              loopholes that Mr. Bagert and the				false

		1982						LN		77		5		false		 5              other lady from Together Baton				false

		1983						LN		77		6		false		 6              Rouge has brought forth as the				false

		1984						LN		77		7		false		 7              loopholes in this -- in these				false

		1985						LN		77		8		false		 8              changes and also Ms. Loop brought				false

		1986						LN		77		9		false		 9              forth the idea of education and				false

		1987						LN		77		10		false		10              exempting East Baton Rouge Parish				false

		1988						LN		77		11		false		11              School Board from the ITEP.  I				false

		1989						LN		77		12		false		12              personally have a daughter who is				false

		1990						LN		77		13		false		13              a school teacher and she taught				false

		1991						LN		77		14		false		14              here in East Baton Rouge Parish				false

		1992						LN		77		15		false		15              for three years and finally had				false

		1993						LN		77		16		false		16              to realize that she couldn't				false

		1994						LN		77		17		false		17              sustain a decent livelihood of				false

		1995						LN		77		18		false		18              her pay.  The teachers here have				false

		1996						LN		77		19		false		19              not received a raise in ten				false

		1997						LN		77		20		false		20              years.  She is in Atlanta now and				false

		1998						LN		77		21		false		21              has received a raise every year				false

		1999						LN		77		22		false		22              she's been there, so I'm				false

		2000						LN		77		23		false		23              requesting those two things that				false

		2001						LN		77		24		false		24              you take a look at the proposed				false

		2002						LN		77		25		false		25              that we brought forward and also				false

		2003						PG		78		0		false		page 78				false

		2004						LN		78		1		false		 1              look at exempting East Baton				false

		2005						LN		78		2		false		 2              Rouge Parish from the rules.				false

		2006						LN		78		3		false		 3              Thank you.				false

		2007						LN		78		4		false		 4                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2008						LN		78		5		false		 5                  Thank you, Mr. Thompson.				false

		2009						LN		78		6		false		 6              That was the last of our comment				false

		2010						LN		78		7		false		 7              cards.  Is anyone else with us				false

		2011						LN		78		8		false		 8              today that would like to step				false

		2012						LN		78		9		false		 9              forward?  Please step forward and				false

		2013						LN		78		10		false		10              fill a card for me afterward. I				false

		2014						LN		78		11		false		11              am sorry. I don't have them. As				false

		2015						LN		78		12		false		12              you said before, our first				false

		2016						LN		78		13		false		13              meeting was seven hours and I				false

		2017						LN		78		14		false		14              want people to have their				false

		2018						LN		78		15		false		15              opportunity to express				false

		2019						LN		78		16		false		16              themselves. So please step				false

		2020						LN		78		17		false		17              forward and fill out the card				false

		2021						LN		78		18		false		18              afterward and if for some reason				false

		2022						LN		78		19		false		19              we don't have it so we have it in				false

		2023						LN		78		20		false		20              the record.				false

		2024						LN		78		21		false		21                  MR. SMITH:				false

		2025						LN		78		22		false		22                  Ronald Smith.  I'm chairman				false

		2026						LN		78		23		false		23              of the board of the Baton Rouge				false

		2027						LN		78		24		false		24              Economic Development District.  I				false

		2028						LN		78		25		false		25              think she has the card.  And my				false

		2029						PG		79		0		false		page 79				false

		2030						LN		79		1		false		 1              executive director here, we were				false

		2031						LN		79		2		false		 2              both -- I could have easily said				false

		2032						LN		79		3		false		 3              ditto but there is a few				false

		2033						LN		79		4		false		 4              exceptions to the ditto.  One is				false

		2034						LN		79		5		false		 5              that we are in support of the				false

		2035						LN		79		6		false		 6              economic development,				false

		2036						LN		79		7		false		 7              particularly and we have been				false

		2037						LN		79		8		false		 8              charged with the function of				false

		2038						LN		79		9		false		 9              developing Baton Rouge north.				false

		2039						LN		79		10		false		10              It's been overlooked.  Economic				false

		2040						LN		79		11		false		11              development is going to --				false

		2041						LN		79		12		false		12              immediately is going to make or				false

		2042						LN		79		13		false		13              break the north Baton Rouge area.				false

		2043						LN		79		14		false		14              I'm a life long resident of Baton				false

		2044						LN		79		15		false		15              Rouge but I did work for General				false

		2045						LN		79		16		false		16              Motors at that time, which is the				false

		2046						LN		79		17		false		17              largest corporation in America.				false

		2047						LN		79		18		false		18              And if anybody knows what				false

		2048						LN		79		19		false		19              happened to General Motors				false

		2049						LN		79		20		false		20              several years ago what happened				false

		2050						LN		79		21		false		21              to the City of Detroit, and I				false

		2051						LN		79		22		false		22              strongly, as Dr. Melancon				false

		2052						LN		79		23		false		23              mentioned, some of the other				false

		2053						LN		79		24		false		24              industries in the rust belt, I				false

		2054						LN		79		25		false		25              would sure not have to leave				false

		2055						PG		80		0		false		page 80				false

		2056						LN		80		1		false		 1              Baton Rouge as I did Detroit due				false

		2057						LN		80		2		false		 2              to the situation that happened				false

		2058						LN		80		3		false		 3              there.				false

		2059						LN		80		4		false		 4                  Both my daughters have left				false

		2060						LN		80		5		false		 5              the state because of the lack of				false

		2061						LN		80		6		false		 6              opportunity for them, but also as				false

		2062						LN		80		7		false		 7              we -- in the north Baton Rouge				false

		2063						LN		80		8		false		 8              region, we talked to barbers,				false

		2064						LN		80		9		false		 9              landscapers, all of those people				false

		2065						LN		80		10		false		10              that have not been mentioned				false

		2066						LN		80		11		false		11              here, all of those trickle down				false

		2067						LN		80		12		false		12              jobs that are related to this and				false

		2068						LN		80		13		false		13              not being counted.  I think you				false

		2069						LN		80		14		false		14              have to take those jobs into				false

		2070						LN		80		15		false		15              consideration.  There are two				false

		2071						LN		80		16		false		16              YMCA's in this parish that bear				false

		2072						LN		80		17		false		17              the name of industrial business.				false

		2073						LN		80		18		false		18              Actually, three.  There is on the				false

		2074						LN		80		19		false		19              westbank and there is an				false

		2075						LN		80		20		false		20              ExxonMobil YMCA and it's one of				false

		2076						LN		80		21		false		21              those facilities that have been				false

		2077						LN		80		22		false		22              able to open or operate without				false

		2078						LN		80		23		false		23              the assistance of major millions				false

		2079						LN		80		24		false		24              of dollars in donations to drive				false

		2080						LN		80		25		false		25              summer camps, swim programs and				false

		2081						PG		81		0		false		page 81				false

		2082						LN		81		1		false		 1              the like, so a lot of these				false

		2083						LN		81		2		false		 2              things are not taken into				false

		2084						LN		81		3		false		 3              consideration under the dollars				false

		2085						LN		81		4		false		 4              that are counted, so we are in				false

		2086						LN		81		5		false		 5              support of economic development.				false

		2087						LN		81		6		false		 6              ITEP is just one of those				false

		2088						LN		81		7		false		 7              functions that help bring that				false

		2089						LN		81		8		false		 8              and I would like to yield the				false

		2090						LN		81		9		false		 9              remainder of my time to the				false

		2091						LN		81		10		false		10              executive director.				false

		2092						LN		81		11		false		11                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2093						LN		81		12		false		12                  Thank you, Mr. Smith, but				false

		2094						LN		81		13		false		13              we're going to give you a full				false

		2095						LN		81		14		false		14              three minutes, too.				false

		2096						LN		81		15		false		15                  MR. JACOBS:				false

		2097						LN		81		16		false		16                  Rinaldi Jacobs.  Of the Baton				false

		2098						LN		81		17		false		17              Rouge North Economic Development				false

		2099						LN		81		18		false		18              District.				false

		2100						LN		81		19		false		19                  In 1776 was the birth of this				false

		2101						LN		81		20		false		20              nation. Also at that time Mr.				false

		2102						LN		81		21		false		21              Addis misspoke, the wealth of the				false

		2103						LN		81		22		false		22              nations was also created.  Within				false

		2104						LN		81		23		false		23              the dynamic of this republic and				false

		2105						LN		81		24		false		24              the dynamic of economics both				false

		2106						LN		81		25		false		25              have played an important crucial				false

		2107						PG		82		0		false		page 82				false

		2108						LN		82		1		false		 1              role in the development of this				false

		2109						LN		82		2		false		 2              democracy.  It is without				false

		2110						LN		82		3		false		 3              compromise and with compromise				false

		2111						LN		82		4		false		 4              that this democracy will continue				false

		2112						LN		82		5		false		 5              thus applicable to these rules				false

		2113						LN		82		6		false		 6              while it is very, very important				false

		2114						LN		82		7		false		 7              and we understand we must have a				false

		2115						LN		82		8		false		 8              strong and vibrant democracy.				false

		2116						LN		82		9		false		 9              Equally as important is having a				false

		2117						LN		82		10		false		10              strong economic base for our				false

		2118						LN		82		11		false		11              communities.				false

		2119						LN		82		12		false		12                  Many of us have watched the				false

		2120						LN		82		13		false		13              dis -- and you can put whatever				false

		2121						LN		82		14		false		14              you want behind dis in north				false

		2122						LN		82		15		false		15              Baton Rouge.  Disinvestment,				false

		2123						LN		82		16		false		16              disenfranchisement, dis and that				false

		2124						LN		82		17		false		17              as we say in Morgan City where				false

		2125						LN		82		18		false		18              I'm from in south Louisiana.  I				false

		2126						LN		82		19		false		19              work in the oil patch.  I lost a				false

		2127						LN		82		20		false		20              piece of one of my fingers in the				false

		2128						LN		82		21		false		21              oil patch, so I'm very much				false

		2129						LN		82		22		false		22              concerned with how industry				false

		2130						LN		82		23		false		23              treats its citizens.  By the same				false

		2131						LN		82		24		false		24              token those jobs in the oil patch				false

		2132						LN		82		25		false		25              allowed me to get two degrees				false

		2133						PG		83		0		false		page 83				false

		2134						LN		83		1		false		 1              from Southern University.  It				false

		2135						LN		83		2		false		 2              allowed me to come back to				false

		2136						LN		83		3		false		 3              Louisiana and raise my two sons				false

		2137						LN		83		4		false		 4              here as opposed to a state of				false

		2138						LN		83		5		false		 5              Connecticut where we were living				false

		2139						LN		83		6		false		 6              for eight years.  We came back				false

		2140						LN		83		7		false		 7              home.  It is a difficult				false

		2141						LN		83		8		false		 8              challenge sometimes to tell young				false

		2142						LN		83		9		false		 9              people of this generation to				false

		2143						LN		83		10		false		10              stay, raise your children and put				false

		2144						LN		83		11		false		11              them in public schools.  However,				false

		2145						LN		83		12		false		12              my family has made that choice.				false

		2146						LN		83		13		false		13              Not simply because Exxon is				false

		2147						LN		83		14		false		14              there, my kids don't work for				false

		2148						LN		83		15		false		15              those companies but they work for				false

		2149						LN		83		16		false		16              other companies that are equally				false

		2150						LN		83		17		false		17              as important to this city and the				false

		2151						LN		83		18		false		18              stability of this parish.  They				false

		2152						LN		83		19		false		19              both went to public schools and				false

		2153						LN		83		20		false		20              both graduated from Southern				false

		2154						LN		83		21		false		21              University.				false

		2155						LN		83		22		false		22                  What's my point?  The				false

		2156						LN		83		23		false		23              industrial base in north Baton				false

		2157						LN		83		24		false		24              Rouge is very, very crucial.				false

		2158						LN		83		25		false		25              Isn't crucial as much as we call				false

		2159						PG		84		0		false		page 84				false

		2160						LN		84		1		false		 1              ourselves the blue collar part of				false

		2161						LN		84		2		false		 2              town as we do the medical parts,				false

		2162						LN		84		3		false		 3              we'll call them the lab coats,				false

		2163						LN		84		4		false		 4              and the downtown and governmental				false

		2164						LN		84		5		false		 5              area we'll just call those white				false

		2165						LN		84		6		false		 6              collar.  No matter which collar				false

		2166						LN		84		7		false		 7              you wear or if you don't wear a				false

		2167						LN		84		8		false		 8              collar at all, we believe that				false

		2168						LN		84		9		false		 9              tax and training of workers is				false

		2169						LN		84		10		false		10              equally as important as anything				false

		2170						LN		84		11		false		11              else, so we as business leaders				false

		2171						LN		84		12		false		12              are constantly bombarded with				false

		2172						LN		84		13		false		13              this stability and				false

		2173						LN		84		14		false		14              predictability, as a business				false

		2174						LN		84		15		false		15              owner we need a stable workforce				false

		2175						LN		84		16		false		16              and we need predictable taxes and				false

		2176						LN		84		17		false		17              we need educated workforce and we				false

		2177						LN		84		18		false		18              need compromise when it's time to				false

		2178						LN		84		19		false		19              compromise.  Compromise usually				false

		2179						LN		84		20		false		20              means, as I was taught as a young				false

		2180						LN		84		21		false		21              political scientist at Southern				false

		2181						LN		84		22		false		22              University, is that nobody gets				false

		2182						LN		84		23		false		23              everything that they want but				false

		2183						LN		84		24		false		24              everybody gets something else				false

		2184						LN		84		25		false		25              that they need, so work the				false

		2185						PG		85		0		false		page 85				false

		2186						LN		85		1		false		 1              rules, ladies and gentlemen, such				false

		2187						LN		85		2		false		 2              that the citizen, their tax				false

		2188						LN		85		3		false		 3              dollar benefit and there is				false

		2189						LN		85		4		false		 4              predictability for bids as well				false

		2190						LN		85		5		false		 5              as the many citizens of this city				false

		2191						LN		85		6		false		 6              and of this state and of north				false

		2192						LN		85		7		false		 7              Baton Rouge specifically, we not				false

		2193						LN		85		8		false		 8              only deserve it, we have to have				false

		2194						LN		85		9		false		 9              it. Thank you very much.				false

		2195						LN		85		10		false		10                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2196						LN		85		11		false		11                  Thank you, sir.  Caroline S.				false

		2197						LN		85		12		false		12              Mays.				false

		2198						LN		85		13		false		13                  MS. MAYS:				false

		2199						LN		85		14		false		14                  Yes.				false

		2200						LN		85		15		false		15                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2201						LN		85		16		false		16                  Sorry we missed you earlier.				false

		2202						LN		85		17		false		17                  MS. MAYS:				false

		2203						LN		85		18		false		18                  No problem.  Good morning. My				false

		2204						LN		85		19		false		19              name is Caroline Stampley Mays,				false

		2205						LN		85		20		false		20              and I've held several positions				false

		2206						LN		85		21		false		21              in my 19 years at ExxonMobil, and				false

		2207						LN		85		22		false		22              my current role is project				false

		2208						LN		85		23		false		23              procurement advisor of capital				false

		2209						LN		85		24		false		24              investments to our Baton Rouge				false

		2210						LN		85		25		false		25              complex.				false

		2211						PG		86		0		false		page 86				false

		2212						LN		86		1		false		 1                  Baton Rouge is home for me.				false

		2213						LN		86		2		false		 2              I'm a product of the East Baton				false

		2214						LN		86		3		false		 3              Rouge Parish School System,				false

		2215						LN		86		4		false		 4              gifted and talented program.  I				false

		2216						LN		86		5		false		 5              graduated from Scottlandville				false

		2217						LN		86		6		false		 6              Magnet High School engineering				false

		2218						LN		86		7		false		 7              program and I'm an alumna of				false

		2219						LN		86		8		false		 8              Southern University where I				false

		2220						LN		86		9		false		 9              obtained a degree in mechanical				false

		2221						LN		86		10		false		10              engineering.  I, like many of my				false

		2222						LN		86		11		false		11              peers, left Louisiana after				false

		2223						LN		86		12		false		12              graduating and started my				false

		2224						LN		86		13		false		13              professional career with				false

		2225						LN		86		14		false		14              ExxonMobil in Baytown, Texas. I				false

		2226						LN		86		15		false		15              spent just shy of five years away				false

		2227						LN		86		16		false		16              before an opportunity arose,				false

		2228						LN		86		17		false		17              which allowed me to relocate				false

		2229						LN		86		18		false		18              home.  My husband is also a				false

		2230						LN		86		19		false		19              native of Baton Rouge and a				false

		2231						LN		86		20		false		20              physician who completed his				false

		2232						LN		86		21		false		21              training abroad, but returned				false

		2233						LN		86		22		false		22              back home to the community that				false

		2234						LN		86		23		false		23              nursed him during his childhood.				false

		2235						LN		86		24		false		24              My twin babies attend school here				false

		2236						LN		86		25		false		25              and will be starting kindergarten				false

		2237						PG		87		0		false		page 87				false

		2238						LN		87		1		false		 1              in the fall, and my parents,				false

		2239						LN		87		2		false		 2              siblings and inloves {sic} which				false

		2240						LN		87		3		false		 3              I like to call them, my inlaws,				false

		2241						LN		87		4		false		 4              are all here in Baton Rouge as				false

		2242						LN		87		5		false		 5              well.				false

		2243						LN		87		6		false		 6                  This proposal that you are				false

		2244						LN		87		7		false		 7              all considering is very personal				false

		2245						LN		87		8		false		 8              to me.  I want to be here.  I				false

		2246						LN		87		9		false		 9              want there to be more opportunity				false

		2247						LN		87		10		false		10              in Baton Rouge so that I can stay				false

		2248						LN		87		11		false		11              here, so that my husband can stay				false

		2249						LN		87		12		false		12              here and so that my kids can stay				false

		2250						LN		87		13		false		13              here, so that engineering				false

		2251						LN		87		14		false		14              students that I recruit at				false

		2252						LN		87		15		false		15              Southern University can stay here				false

		2253						LN		87		16		false		16              and the many kids, especially				false

		2254						LN		87		17		false		17              young girls, that I mentor in the				false

		2255						LN		87		18		false		18              community can stay here as well.				false

		2256						LN		87		19		false		19              The only way to bring opportunity				false

		2257						LN		87		20		false		20              is capital investment, and in				false

		2258						LN		87		21		false		21              order to bring investment, we				false

		2259						LN		87		22		false		22              need predictability.  I strongly				false

		2260						LN		87		23		false		23              ask that you support LEDC				false

		2261						LN		87		24		false		24              proposed new guidelines because				false

		2262						LN		87		25		false		25              zero percent of zero is zero.				false

		2263						PG		88		0		false		page 88				false

		2264						LN		88		1		false		 1              Thank you-all for the opportunity				false

		2265						LN		88		2		false		 2              to speak.				false

		2266						LN		88		3		false		 3                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2267						LN		88		4		false		 4                  Thank you, Ms. Mays.  All				false

		2268						LN		88		5		false		 5              right.  One last bite at the				false

		2269						LN		88		6		false		 6              apple.				false

		2270						LN		88		7		false		 7                  Are there any other comments				false

		2271						LN		88		8		false		 8              that -- any other individuals				false

		2272						LN		88		9		false		 9              that would like to come forward				false

		2273						LN		88		10		false		10              and make comments? Do you have a				false

		2274						LN		88		11		false		11              card?  Please identify yourself.				false

		2275						LN		88		12		false		12                  MR. COPESKY:				false

		2276						LN		88		13		false		13                  Jeff Copesky.  I am with				false

		2277						LN		88		14		false		14              ExxonMobil.  I wasn't going to				false

		2278						LN		88		15		false		15              come up here but my references to				false

		2279						LN		88		16		false		16              the people wearing clothes and				false

		2280						LN		88		17		false		17              not wearing clothes and being				false

		2281						LN		88		18		false		18              straight forward, my wife is in				false

		2282						LN		88		19		false		19              the public school system and				false

		2283						LN		88		20		false		20              she's -- to lay at the feet of				false

		2284						LN		88		21		false		21              ITEP, the problems that we are				false

		2285						LN		88		22		false		22              facing in our public school				false

		2286						LN		88		23		false		23              system is just simply				false

		2287						LN		88		24		false		24              disingenuous and opportunistic.				false

		2288						LN		88		25		false		25              I hear every day what's going on				false

		2289						PG		89		0		false		page 89				false

		2290						LN		89		1		false		 1              in the school system, and I can				false

		2291						LN		89		2		false		 2              tell you what we need are people				false

		2292						LN		89		3		false		 3              creating jobs, encouraging them				false

		2293						LN		89		4		false		 4              to create jobs.				false

		2294						LN		89		5		false		 5                  I was looking at the handout				false

		2295						LN		89		6		false		 6              here that says two of every three				false

		2296						LN		89		7		false		 7              property tax dollars collected at				false

		2297						LN		89		8		false		 8              the capital region come from				false

		2298						LN		89		9		false		 9              industry.  In addition business				false

		2299						LN		89		10		false		10              and industry pays 50 percent of				false

		2300						LN		89		11		false		11              all state -- of sales taxes				false

		2301						LN		89		12		false		12              collected in the state.  I think				false

		2302						LN		89		13		false		13              we need to be growing instead of				false

		2303						LN		89		14		false		14              dividing.  We do need to be				false

		2304						LN		89		15		false		15              together, but we need to be				false

		2305						LN		89		16		false		16              working together for solutions				false

		2306						LN		89		17		false		17              that better everybody, and I				false

		2307						LN		89		18		false		18              think I'm left with the --				false

		2308						LN		89		19		false		19              another parable, and that's				false

		2309						LN		89		20		false		20              killing the goose that lays the				false

		2310						LN		89		21		false		21              golden eggs. I'm not saying that				false

		2311						LN		89		22		false		22              we're perfect, but we are out				false

		2312						LN		89		23		false		23              there trying to grow the state,				false

		2313						LN		89		24		false		24              bringing more geese to this state				false

		2314						LN		89		25		false		25              so we are all lifted up at the				false

		2315						PG		90		0		false		page 90				false

		2316						LN		90		1		false		 1              same time, and I would just say I				false

		2317						LN		90		2		false		 2              resent the divisiveness, I regret				false

		2318						LN		90		3		false		 3              it, and I just don't think we				false

		2319						LN		90		4		false		 4              should be the pinata for the				false

		2320						LN		90		5		false		 5              problems of the state.  Thank you				false

		2321						LN		90		6		false		 6              very much.				false
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		2326						LN		90		11		false		11              questions or comments by any of				false

		2327						LN		90		12		false		12              the board members concerning any				false

		2328						LN		90		13		false		13              of the rules? Don, unless you				false

		2329						LN		90		14		false		14              have a question, I was going to				false
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		2335						LN		90		20		false		20              upcoming dates and deadlines at				false

		2336						LN		90		21		false		21              the highest of levels June 22nd				false

		2337						LN		90		22		false		22              is the deadline to submit the				false

		2338						LN		90		23		false		23              written comments.  June 25th, LED				false

		2339						LN		90		24		false		24              will hold a public hearing				false

		2340						LN		90		25		false		25              pursuant to the Administrative				false

		2341						PG		91		0		false		page 91				false

		2342						LN		91		1		false		 1              Procedures Act.  Everyone is				false

		2343						LN		91		2		false		 2              invited to that meeting.  And				false

		2344						LN		91		3		false		 3              then on June 27th the C&I's				false
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		2351						LN		91		10		false		10              timeline for promulgation for				false

		2352						LN		91		11		false		11              Industrial Tax Exemption rules.				false

		2353						LN		91		12		false		12              May 10th activity has occurred.				false
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		2355						LN		91		14		false		14              mentioned the June 22nd meeting.				false
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		2359						LN		91		18		false		18              proposed rules.  The target date				false
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		2361						LN		91		20		false		20              committee because these rules				false
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		2363						LN		91		22		false		22              committee of the house committee				false

		2364						LN		91		23		false		23              on commerce -- would be easier				false
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		2370						LN		92		3		false		 3              29th.  Assuming we go through				false

		2371						LN		92		4		false		 4              that successfully with these				false

		2372						LN		92		5		false		 5              proposed rules.  From July 5th				false
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		2374						LN		92		7		false		 7              timeframe with possible				false

		2375						LN		92		8		false		 8              legislative oversight committee				false

		2376						LN		92		9		false		 9              hearings could occur.  August				false

		2377						LN		92		10		false		10              20th will be the final rule				false

		2378						LN		92		11		false		11              publishing and Louisiana Register				false

		2379						LN		92		12		false		12              and the effective date of the new				false

		2380						LN		92		13		false		13              rules should they go forward.				false

		2381						LN		92		14		false		14                  So that kind of gives us a				false

		2382						LN		92		15		false		15              timeline of those activities.				false

		2383						LN		92		16		false		16              Are there any questions by any of				false

		2384						LN		92		17		false		17              the board members concerning the				false

		2385						LN		92		18		false		18              proposed timeline? Any questions				false

		2386						LN		92		19		false		19              from the public? With that, I				false

		2387						LN		92		20		false		20              will invite the secretary to give				false

		2388						LN		92		21		false		21              comments.				false

		2389						LN		92		22		false		22                  MR. PIERSON:				false

		2390						LN		92		23		false		23                  I just, for the record, want				false

		2391						LN		92		24		false		24              to make sure that we correctly				false

		2392						LN		92		25		false		25              identified things.  I do have a				false

		2393						PG		93		0		false		page 93				false

		2394						LN		93		1		false		 1              copy of a letter from St. Mary				false

		2395						LN		93		2		false		 2              Parish dated 15 May regarding the				false

		2396						LN		93		3		false		 3              ITEP rule changes in which St.				false

		2397						LN		93		4		false		 4              Mary Parish in general sports the				false

		2398						LN		93		5		false		 5              changes to the ITEP rule process				false

		2399						LN		93		6		false		 6              but I think they want to clarify				false

		2400						LN		93		7		false		 7              their position they do not				false

		2401						LN		93		8		false		 8              support but recommend changes for				false

		2402						LN		93		9		false		 9              consideration.  I will also note				false

		2403						LN		93		10		false		10              that we have received a few more				false

		2404						LN		93		11		false		11              letters this morning.  I continue				false

		2405						LN		93		12		false		12              to log those letters into our				false

		2406						LN		93		13		false		13              system.  We will make them				false

		2407						LN		93		14		false		14              available via PDF, and that				false

		2408						LN		93		15		false		15              inventory I anticipate will				false

		2409						LN		93		16		false		16              continue to grow through the				false

		2410						LN		93		17		false		17              closure of the written comment				false

		2411						LN		93		18		false		18              period on 22 June, but I just				false

		2412						LN		93		19		false		19              wanted the record to correctly				false

		2413						LN		93		20		false		20              reflect the position of St. Mary				false

		2414						LN		93		21		false		21              Parish.				false

		2415						LN		93		22		false		22                  MR. WINDHAM:				false

		2416						LN		93		23		false		23                  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.				false
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		2431						LN		94		12		false		12              Motion carries.  Thanks again for				false
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LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

May 22, 2018

Page 3

L 1 MR W NDHAM
2 2 Good norni ng, everyone. For
3 3 the board nenbers -- we're not
4 4 calling the neeting to order yet.
5 5 There he -- calling this neeting
6 6 to order of the Louisiana Board
l 7 of Commerce and Industry to
8 8 receive cooments fromthe public,
9 9 questions and comments fromthe
10 10 board nenbers concerning the
11 LQOUI SI ANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND | NDUSTRY 11 pr oposed rul es. For the board
12 PUBLI C HEARI NG, TAKEN AT THE LASERS BUI LDI NG, 12 nmenbers that have never net in
13 8401 UNI TED PLAZA BOULEVARD, 4TH FLOOR CONFERENCE 13 this r oom I'm gOl ng to gl ve you
14 ROOM BATON ROUGE, LOUI SI ANA, ON MAY 22, 2018 14 alittle overvi ew There's a
15 COMENGING AT 9:13 A M 15 little button down here that if
16 16 you push it it nakes it green.
w 17 If it's green you are live, so --
18 18 and then | have a nute all button
19 19 and shoul d overri de.
20 20 Al right. Wth that, we'll
21 21 call to order. Melissa, please
22 22 take roll call for us.
23 23 M5, SCRRELL:
24 24 Robert Adley. Richard
25 25 Hartley.

Page 2 Page 4
1 APPEARANCES OF BOARD MEMBERS: 1 MR HARTLEY:
2 2 Her e.
3 STEVE W NDHAM 3 NB WLL
4 GLEN BRASSEAX 4 Neil -- Representative
5  DANIEL SHEXNAYDRE 5 Abranson. Mllie Atkins.
6 DON PIERSCN 6 V5. ATKI NS
7 JAN MOLLER 7 Her e.
8  SCOTT RICHARD 8 M5, SCORRELL:
9 CHARLES MLLER 9 Mayor Brasseaux.
10 JERALD JONES 10 MR, BRASSEAUX
11 M LLI E ATKI NS 11 Her e.
12 HEATHER MALONE 12 NB WLL
13 THOVAS CARMODY 13 Repr esent ati ve Car nody.
14 YVETTE COLA 14 MR, CAR'\ICDY:
15 Rl CHARD HARTLEY 15 Her e.
16 16 M5, SCORRELL:
17 17 Yvette Col a.
18 18 M5, COLA
19 19 Her e.
20 STAFF MEMBERS: 20 MR, (I]_EI\/AN
21 BRENDA GUESS 21 Maj or Col eman. R cky Fabra.
22 MELISSA SORRELL 22  Manny Fajardo. Jerry Jones.
23 23 MR JONES:
24 24 Her e.
25 25 M5, SCORRELL:
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LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Pages 5..8
Page 5 Page 7
1 Heat her Mal one. 1 The purpose of this meeting
2 MB. MALONE: 2 is to receive public comrents on
3 Here. Senator Martiny. Robby | 3 the proposed rules. Secretary
4 Mller. 4 Pierson is going to give us an
5 MR MLLER 5 overview of the rules, which was
6 Her e. 6 published in the May 2018
7 MB. SORRELL: 7 Louisiana Register. Comrents and
8 Jan Mol ler. 8 questions fromthe board nenbers
9 MR MILLER 9 wll then be entertained and
10 Her e. 10 responded to. Comments and
11 MB. SORRELL: 11 questions by the public will be
12 Senat or Chabert. Secretary 12 heard, and | believe we have 15
13 Pierson. 13 people that want to make
14 MR Pl ERSON 14  comments. 15 to 20, so | think
15 Present. 15 we can give people three mnutes
16 MB. SORRELL: 16 for their comments to be made. |
17 Scott R chard. 17 woul d encourage people to stay on
18 MR R CHARD: 18 point, and, if possible, not to
19 Her e. 19 be repetitive of what may have
20 MB. SORRELL: 20 been said before unl ess you just
21 Danny Shexnaydr e. 21 want to cone up and say ditto,
22 MR SHEXNAYDRE: 22 you know, | agree with what the
23 Her e. 23 previous individual said because
24 MB. SORRELL: 24  once the conmment is nade it's
25 Ronni e Sl one. Bobby 25 received and understood and
Page 6 Page 8
1 Wlliams. Steve Wndham 1 valued by us.
2 MR W NDHAM 2 Upcom ng dates and deadl i nes.
3 Her e. 3 June 22nd is the deadline to
4 MB. SORRELL: 4 submt witten comments and they
5 Dr. Wlson. W have a 5 are submitted to the Departnent.
6 quorum 6 On June 25th at 9:30 LED will
7 MR W NDHAM 7 hold a public hearing pursuant to
8 Thank you. First | would 8 the Admnistrative Procedures
9 like to thank everyone for coming| 9 Act. Al of the board menbers
10 to this neeting. Your input is 10 areinvited to attend and all
11  inportant and is val ued. 11 public areinvited to attend and
12 Secondly, | would like to let the |12 do value the input that is given.
13 people that may not know that 13 On June 27th at the Board of
14 Robert Adley had surgery in 14  Commerce and | ndustry regul ar
15 Forida and there were 15 nmeeting include full board
16 conplications, so he is currently |16 consideration to nove forward and
17 in an inpatient rehab. | do not |17 approve the proposed change --
18 know the details. So if y'all 18 changes, and then we will adjourn
19 can all keep himin your prayers |19 fromtoday's nmeeting. So that's
20 that would be really nice. 20 kind of the overview
21 The purpose of this meeting, |21 As you guys know, our first
22 I'mgoing to go over the format 22 neeting was seven hours. W do
23 of how we're going to proceed. 23 not intend to be here for seven
24 W're going to identify -- we did |24 hours. Wth 20 comrent cards |
25 aroll call. 25 don't think we could be here for
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LOUISIANA BOARD OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY Pages 9..12
Page 9 Page 11
1 20 hours -- | mean, seven hours, 1 that will bein terns of their
2 sowththat I'mgoing to give 2 proposed capital expenditures
3 the floor to our illustrious 3 investrent that they will make.
4 secretary, M. Don Pierson. 4 It will be in terns of the nunber
5 MR Pl ERSON 5 of jobs they will make avail abl e,
6 Thank you, M. Wndham Don 6 the wages that is associated with
7 Pierson. Secretary of Louisiana 7 those jobs. That include a
8 Econom ¢ Devel oprrent. Thank you 8 healthcare benefit, by the way,
9 for your attendance today and the | 9 and also the termof the
10 process and the proposed rul es. 10 agreenent, which woul d be of ten
11 This is an inportant date, one of |11 or nore years. The previous
12  two public hearings that we'll 12 Exhibit A was a nuch | engthier
13 conduct, and we are | ooking 13 docunent. W sat down in concert
14 forward to receiving public 14 with stakeholders, reviewed it
15 comments on the proposed rul es. 15 and tried to bring about a nore
16 W want to make sure that we stay |16 user friendly docunent, and |
17 on that topic regarding the 17 believe that the agreement nowis
18 proposed rules. Wuld also note |18 approxinately 50 percent |ess
19 that this nmeeting is being video |19 nunber of pages than the previous
20 recorded so that we will be able |20 edition. If I'mnot nistaken it
21 topost it onalink providing a |21 went fromsonething like 26 to
22 full accounting for board rmenbers |22  13.
23 or others, nenbers of the public |23 The next major feature of the
24 that are not avail able here 24  proposed rules will change the
25 today. | understand that the 25 yield of the program As you nay
Page 10 Page 12
1 technical capacities that we have | 1 recall, the constitutional
2 wll be recorded, processed today | 2 <created Industrial Tax Exenption
3 turned over to LED tonorrow, 3 programat a ten year one hundred
4 possibly, so the l'ink should be 4 percent exenption, and froma
5 wupandlive. | wll tell you by 5 community stakehol der vi ewpoi nt
6 Thursday we'll do our very best 6 that nmeant revenues fromt hat
7 to make that a quick and 7 investment nillage's woul d begin
8 efficient process. 8 to come to the community in year
9 Proceeding now with just a 9 eleven.
10 quick recap of the proposed 10 Governor John Bel Edwards
11  rules, what we seek to achieve 11 enacted an executive order which
12 through their adoption, this, of |12 changed the yield to a five year
13 course, was done in concert with |13 one hundred percent abatenent
14  many conversations wth many 14 followed by a three year term at
15 stakeholders fromthe nonth of 15 an 80 percent abatenent. If you
16  Decenber through March and 16 do calcul ations around that that
17 beyond. They continue today, 17 yield is approxinmately 75 percent
18 actually, but what we arrived at |18 of the previous program and
19 would be a much inproved program |19 associated with that specific
20 in ny opinion, and the features 20 yield revenues beginto flowto
21 of that are that the Exhibit A 21 the comunity in terns of mllage
22 which is the pledge by the 22 receipts in year six. Wth the
23 corporation which is seeking an 23 adoption of this rule change, the
24  exenption of what they wll 24 yield will become ten years at 80
25 provide to the conmunity, and 25 percent abatenent given the
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1 comunity's inpacted opt end. 1 investnent neets the

2 Those being the sheriff, the 2 qualifications manufacturing job
3 school board, parish government 3 creation or retention, etc., and
4 and the case of municipality, 4 then we woul d provide i medi ate

5  participating municipality. So 5 notice to all of the inpacted

6 it's a significant change, and 6 agencies and include a new

7 when revenues began to flow to 7 addition on that list of
8 the commnity fromyear eleven to| 8 notification to the assessors.

9 year six to now proposed that the | 9 Upon notification, the |ocal
10 community inpacted by the 10 governnental agency has 30 days
11  investnent would begin to receive |11 in which to act if they seek to
12 revenues in year one. 12  have discourse regarding
13 Finally, the inportant 13 consideration of this they can
14 element of the local voice, and 14 nove to have it placed on their
15 these characteristics that are 15 agenda within a 30 day timefrane
16 represented in the proposed rule |16 which should allow for the nornal
17 changes don't change. 17 cycle of public neeting for that
18 Accountability feature that was 18 governnental agency and then
19 placed into this by the Governor |19 should the itembe placed on the
20 remains the same represented by 20 agenda at the follow ng neeting,
21 Exhibit A the agreenent, and 21 they will vote the request for
22 also the local voice as to 22  exenption up or down.

23 choosing whether to participate 23 In this way within 60 days,
24 in the abatenment or not remains 24  LEDC, the corporation, the public
25 with those governnmental agencies. |25 know what the outconme of the

Page 14 Page 16

1 Wat changes is the process. 1 proposed exenption is. In fact,

2 Previous to now, this board was 2 if no action is taken by any of

3 accepted conpl eted applications 3 the governnental agencies then it

4  which included both Exhibit Aand| 4 indicates their support, and

5 Exhibit B. Exhibit B being the 5 within 30 days it is possible to

6 grouping of adopted resol utions 6 communicate that certainty of the

7 comng fromthe school board, the | 7 exenption to a corporation.

8 parish governnent and a letter 8 The communities and

9 indicating support or not support | 9 governmental agencies can rely on
10 fromthe sheriff. At that point |10 the evaluation and the
11 the local governnent agencies 11 qualification of the program
12 were required to eval uate and 12 coming to themfor consideration
13 then pass or not pass a 13 as it is pass nuster both with
14  resol ution of support. 14  LEDC and Board of Conmmerce and
15 In the new set of rules, the |15 Industry, so we're trying to
16 Board of Commerce and | ndustry 16 place the evaluati on process, the
17 backed by the LEDC staff will 17 analysis process in the hands of
18 fully evaluate all of the 18 the professionals and sinply
19 proposals as we have in the past, |19 allowthe |ocal communities to
20 and they will include Exhibit A |20 determne whether or not they
21 and then this board will then 21 choose to participate in the
22 provide what | will refer to as 22  abatement.

23 initial approval. In other 23 That is the general rundown
24  words, the approval of board 24  of the proposed rules. Certainly
25 after reviewthat the proposed 25 if there are nore technical
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Page 17 Page 19
1 questions we'll be prepared to 1 adopt these proposed rules as
2 entertain those fromyou today, 2 soon as possible.
3 but they have been provided at 3 | will nowread these into
4  the opportunityl oui si ana. com 4 the record and we will have the
5 website, and you can click there 5 witten copies available. W're
6 to see a narked up set of the 6 going to put themtogether
7 rules for those that woul d seek 7 electronically into a PDF file
8 to have specific technical 8 and they will be available for
9 questions resol ved. 9 inspection, and they will be
10 In a nnent | will open up 10 provided as appropriate in
11 the first opportunity for 11 conpliance with the
12 comments and questions by the 12 Administrative Procedures Act as
13 board, but | would like to take 13 well.
14 this nonent to read into the 14 A remnder that this doesn't
15 record the receipt of witten 15 end the period for witten
16  communications that have cone to |16 coments. Ve will continue to
17 the Department expressing support |17 receive those through 22 June.
18 for these proposed rul e changes. |18 I will now quickly read
19 Each one of these letters 19 through these. In support,
20 indicates support and urges the 20 Qeater New Oleans Inc., Mchael
21 Board of Commerce and Industry to |21 Heck. Mayor Steven Nosacka, Town
22 adopt these rules. A nunber of 22 of Gamercy. Commttee of 100,
23 themal so suggest changes that 23  Mchael divier. Parish of St.
24 they would like to see in the 24 Janes, Parish President Tinothy
25 future. | believe that a well 25 Roussell. @ en Waguespack,
Page 18 Page 20
1 run organization should always be | 1  Assessor. Ceorge Nassif (ph),
2 reviewing its prograns, and so | 2 school board President. Wllie
3 would hope that we would continue | 3 Martin, sheriff. Ed Shane,
4 to consider changes to prograns, 4  superintendent. And Ryan Loch,
5 and that includes continue review| 5 council chair. Geater Bossier
6 and possible revision in the 6  Econom c Devel oprment Foundati on,
7 future of this, but | would al so 7 David Rocket. Commttee of 100,
8 be mindful that we have a 8 Board of Directors, Shreveport
9 carefully crafted conprom se of 9 Bossier, Reginald Abrans.
10 many good i deas and suggestions 10 Southern Credit, Jessie
11 that is on the table today and 11  Broderick. Southwest Econonc
12 that what | will call this 12  Devel opnent Al liance, George
13 programis ITEP 2.0 in that it's |13 Swift. Wyne Brown. Chairnan of
14 the next version follow ng the 14 the Board, Brown Builders. Frank
15 Covernor's executive order, and 15 Fink representing the St. Mary
16 that in the future you woul d 16  Parish government. Wrld Trade
17 propose revisions to this set of |17 GCenter, New Ol eans, Catelyn
18 rules, and | would call that ITEP |18 Cain, executive director. Thonas
19 3.0, so with that said, again, a |19 Spears, chairman. Eddi e Hayes,
20 nunber of these organizations may |20 co-chair policy committee. Ben
21  have included comments that | 21 Billings, co-chair policy
22 would attribute to ITEP 3.0, but |22 commttee. D dier Consultant,
23 these are all inclusive of 23 Dal e Powers, Madison Parish Port.
24 | anguage that says | urge the 24 Patrick Mirphy, South Louisiana
25 Board of Commerce and Industry to |25 economc council. Vic Lafont,
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Page 21 Page 23
1 Caddo Parish school board. Steve 1 area chanber, central Louisiana
2 Rail. Solutions through Science, | 2 economc devel opment authority,
3 Jude Norton. Louisiana Anmonia 3 Qeater New Ol eans, Inc.
4  Producers, Dnayne Lee. St. 4  Northeast Louisiana Econonic
5 Charles Parish, Felicia Conmez 5 Aliance, One Acadiana, south
6 Wl ker, superintendent. Geg 6 Louisiana econom c counsel,
7  Champagne, sheriff. Larry 7 southwest Louisiana chanber.
8 Cochran, parish president. 8 Loui siana Associ ation of Business
9 Econom c devel opment. M chael 9 and Industry, \Waguespack.
10 Tominson, port of south 10 ExxonMobil, Pam Key. Loui siana
11 Louisiana. Paul Aucoin, river 11 resident, Kinberly Paul,
12 region Chanber of Conmerce. Kim |12 Louisiana resident, Herbert
13 Bourgeois chairman of the board, |13 Vanhorn. Louisiana resident,
14  Louisiana Industrial Developnent |14 Dustin Speck. Louisiana
15 Executive Association, Wanda 15 resident, Stephanie Canpbell.
16 Curiole. Dow Chenical, Tomy 16  Louisiana resident, Jason
17 Fourcier. ExxonMbil, Malory 17  Canpbell. Louisiana resident,
18 Leblanc. Louisiana resident, 18 R chard Tullis. Louisiana
19 doria MConnor. Didier 19 resident, Jilian Schuler.
20 Consultants, Rhonda Boat ner. 20 Louisiana resident, Earl H nel.
21  ExxonMobil Fuels and Lubricants, |21 Louisiana resident, Mtthew
22  Sherry Evans. Loui si ana 22 Hammond. Loui siana resident,
23 residents, D ck Tal bot. 23 Dllon CGraner. Louisiana
24  ExxonMobi | Baton Rouge conpl ex, 24 resident, Jona Lee. Louisiana
25 Meredith Meaux. ExxonMobil, Troy |25 resident, Ryan Canal. Louisiana
Page 22 Page 24
1 Carter. Advanced consul ting, 1 resident, Donna Ray. Louisiana
2 James Leonard, Don Alison. 2 resident, Anna Thomas. Louisiana
3  ExxonMbbi|l Enpl oyee Tray Ball. 3 resident, Barbara Becoram
4  Chairman Baton Rouge north 4  Louisiana resident, Chad Aspears.
5 econom c devel opnent district, 5 Louisiana resident, Eric
6 Ronald Smth. East Baton Rouge 6 Volinseo. Louisiana resident,
7 Parish President. Northeast 7 John Big. Louisiana resident,
8 Loui siana Economc Alliance, 8 Scott Brown. Louisiana resident,
9 Tenner Rachelle. Qeater Baton 9 Danny Bouion. Louisiana
10 Rouge Industry Aliance | SC 10 resident, Douglas Ml ancon.
11 Constructors, LLC, Collins Rang, 11 Louisiana resident, Ryan
12 Vice-President. M ke Thonas 12 Wittington. Louisiana resident,
13 senior vice president of the 13 Charl es Dabney. Louisiana
14  north Anerican operation. 14  resident, Jason Ansley.
15 Central Louisiana econonic 15 Louisiana resident, Stephanie
16  devel opnent alliance, Jim 16 Cargile. Louisiana resident,
17 dinton. Tangi pahoa econon c 17  James Labong. Loui si ana
18 foundation, Cangelosi. Louisiana |18 resident, Jody Britt. Louisiana
19 chemcal association, Geg 19 resident, M chael Copski.
20 Bowser. 1CP Constructors, 20 Louisiana resident, diff Munt.
21  Mchael Akey. Ascension Parish 21 Louisiana resident, Leo Chapel.
22 Econom c Devel oprment Corporation, |22 Louisiana resident, Kathy
23 Kate McArthur. Regional economc |23 @Glliano. Louisiana resident,
24 alliance of Louisiana, Jim 24 Qdoria Maconda. Louisiana
25 dinton, chairman. Baton Rouge 25 resident, Cheryl Bian. And
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Page 25 Page 27
1 Louisiana resident, Kevin 1 the board nmenbers? | believe this
2 Bergeron. 2 is a good nove in the right
3 Those are the organi zations, 3 direction. | believe the changes
4 individuals, elected officials 4 that are being proposed wll
5 that have -- during this first 30| 5 provide the ability for entities
6 day timefrane fromthe 25th of 6 to make cal cul ated deci si ons and
7 April when the rules were posted 7 at least put into the equation an
8 have reviewed and expressed 8 answer so that Louisiana can
9 support, and, again, | would 9 conpete across a variety of
10 indicate that as you review 10 industries. | think parts of the
11 letters you will likely see on a |11 past have been sone of the
12  nunber of themthat they do have |12 uncertainty for the industries as
13 suggestions for ITEP 3.0, but at |13 they nove forward with the
14 this tine urge the board to adopt |14 project, and many of us know t hat
15 the rules as proposed. 15 have done this, Economc
16 That concl udes the reading of |16 Devel opnent for a very long tine,
17 the witten comrents into the 17 it is an elimnation process, soO
18 record that we have received so 18 as projects are considered by
19 far at LED and at this tine | 19 businesses and industries, we
20 would entertain coments and 20 want to nake sure that we stay on
21 questions by the board. 21 the list, and the Governor's
22 MR W NDHAM 22 office believe this is a good
23 Thank you, M. Secretary. Do |23 nove. It does allowentities to
24  any of the board nmenbers have 24 receive dollars into the coffers
25 questions of the secretary 25 when project is announced in the
Page 26 Page 28
1 concerning the proposed changes? 1 beginning as opposed to waiting
2 MR JONES: 2 until the six years, as the
3 e question. M. Pierson, 3 secretary nentioned. |t provides
4 you had mentioned that the rules 4 a nuch thinned down | egal
5 wll allowfor nunicipality which | 5 document that we believe in
6 may be in the parish to weigh in 6 reading it and fromsone of the
7 on the issues, and | should know | 7 attorneys that | have spoken with
8 the answer to this and | do not. 8 nakes it alittle nmore streaniine
9 If amnicipality is not 9 sothat it doesn't have some of
10 receiving ad val oremtaxes do 10 the ancillary requirenents that
11 they have the ability to have a 11  may have been required before
12 say in that matter or only those |12 just to be in conpliance with the
13 municipalities that have passed 13  docunent, you know, being a CPA
14  and receiving ad val oremtaxes. 14 so that is areally good thing in
15 MR Pl ERSON 15 there and it still gives the
16 The exenption is focused on 16 locals the opportunity to express
17 mllage's, soif the municipality |17 their voice. It's just not on
18 received no nillage's, it woul d 18 the front end. It's after the
19 be ny understanding they woul d 19 professionals, the conpanies, the
20 not be a requirement for the 20 state have come toget her and
21  process. 21 determine that the project is a
22 MR JONES: 22 good investnent fromthe state's
23 Thank you. 23 perspective. The econom c
24 MR W NDHAM 24  devel opnent -- devel opers at the
25 Any other questions by any of |25 local level bring these projects
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Page 29 Page 31
1 to the conmmunities and they are 1 of governnent relations and tax
2 the experts in that area. So the| 2 counsel director. | want to begin
3 other elected officials may not 3 by thanking the secretary for
4  have the experienced background 4  having reached out to us as well
5 to make those decisions, so now 5 as others within the business
6 we're just lending a local 6 comrunity to solicit our input
7 expertise, Board of Conmerce and 7 regarding the programand the
8 Industry's input and voice into 8 need for changes to include that
9 the project and then giving the 9 program W& were -- pretty sure
10 locals the ability to voice their |10 that's not three ninutes.
11  approval or disapproval, but it's |11 MR W NDHAM
12 given the conpanies a tineline 12 No. That's not. Sorry.
13 that they can work with. So 13 MR JONES:
14  kudos to the staff for those 14 Technol ogy is good. User,
15 pulling these kind of rules 15 maybe not so good.
16 together. It is a conprom se 16 MR W NDHAM
17 fromwhere we were before. 17 W'l add a few nore seconds.
18 Any ot her questions or 18 MR PATTERSON
19 comments fromthe board nmenbers? |19 | appreciate that. Alittle
20 Al right. |If there are any 20 extra tine at they say in soccer.
21  nenbers of the public who have 21  So we very nuch appreciate the
22 not submtted a card, | encourage |22 secretary for giving us this
23 you to do so now so we can nake 23 opportunity for input. W do
24  sure we hear your comments. You |24 believe that these changes are
25 can give themto Melissa or to 25 going to inprove the way that the
Page 30 Page 32
1 Thamor to anyone on the front 1 programoperates and nake it nore
2 row here on the right hand side. 2 attractive to certain industries,
3 Wth that, we'll open this up| 3 and we very nuch want to
4 tothe -- for the comments on the | 4 congratulate you on bringing us
5 rules. 5 to this point.
6 First | would like to invite 6 As you have indicated, there
7 M. JimPatterson representing 7 is a desire for nore change. W
8 LABI. And | guess part of the 8 did submit a nunber of pages
9 process here is so | don't have 9 worth of changes that we thought
10 to read everything and we don't 10 needed to be made, nmany of which
11 want to be repetitive. | will 11 are not part of these changes,
12 invite your name up and you cone |12 and we understand those reasons,
13 up and tell us who you represent |13 but do | ook forward to working
14  and what your comments are. |If 14 with the secretary, the
15 possible, please keep it to three |15 administration, the board to
16 mnutes. Wth nmodern technol ogy, |16 continue to inprove the program
17 | can count. Al right. Please, |17 and nmake it nore palatable to the
18 M. Patterson. 18 nanufacturers.
19 MR PATTERSON 19 VW are concerned that with
20 Thank you, Chairnman Wndham |20 the econonic vibrance in our
21 and M. Secretary, nenbers of the |21 country that Louisiana nay not be
22 commttee, | amJimPatterson. | |22 properly positioned to be a part
23 amwith Louisiana Association of |23 of that, and we don't want to
24  Business and I ndustry known as 24 lose that opportunity, and we
25 LABlI. | serve as Vice President |25 think that this is an inportant
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Page 33 Page 35
1 stepinthat direction. W hope 1 MR W NDHAM
2 towrk with the legislature as 2 Thank you, M. Gay. Next we
3 regards to changes comng forth 3  have Dougl as Mel ancon.
4 to make sure that we do no harm 4 MR MELANCON
5 interms of the attractiveness of | 5 Good norning. Dougl as
6 our state to business developnment | 6 Ml ancon. ExxonMbil enpl oyee.
7 expansion to the growth of jobs. 7 | work in the environnent group
8 That is what we want to see 8 at the Baton Rouge conplex. |'m
9 happen. W believe that this is 9 alifelong Louisiana resident.
10 a good first step. And, again, 10 Gaduated fromLSU, stayed in
11  commend you, M. Secretary. W 11 Baton Rouge. My wife is a teacher
12 thank you, the board, for 12 in the East Baton Rouge school
13 deliberating this, and we | ook 13 system | livein Md Gty and
14 forward to, as | said, working 14 |'ve raised two kids in Baton
15 with you as we endeavor to 15 Rouge and we are proud to be from
16 continue to inprove this program |16 Baton Rouge. | urge you to
17  Thank you. 17  support LED s new gui del i nes.
18 MR W NDHAM 18 This will encourage econom c
19 Thank you, M. Patterson. 19 devel opnent and nake for a
20  Next we'll have Dale Powers. Al |20 predictable stable tax climate,
21 right. Thank you. Next we'll 21 which is a key consideration for
22 have Tyler Gay. Tyler Gay in 22  conpani es considering future
23 the audi ence. 23 investnments. Continue econom c
24 MR GRAY: 24 growth and prosperity depends on
25 R ght here. Good norni ng. 25 a business environnent that
Page 34 Page 36
1 M. Secretary, Board of Conmerce 1 encourages capital investnent and
2 and Industry menbers, ny name is 2 creates jobs. | want Louisiana's
3 Tyler Gay. I'mthe general 3 econony to prosper and grow.
4  counsel for the Louisiana Md 4  ExxonMbobi| recently announced a
5 Continent Gl and Gas 5 $50 billion in plan investnents
6 Association. Qur nenbership 6 for the Qulf Coast. | want those
7 represents both refiners and L&G 7 investrments and opportunities to
8 conpanies in the state, and | am | 8 cone here to Baton Rouge. | want
9 here today, and | do apol ogi ze 9 to stay in Baton Rouge and | want
10 for not submtting a comment 10 ny children to stay in Baton
11 beforehand, but |I do have a 11 Rouge. W& have to be -- we have
12 letter that | would like to enter |12 to be strategic. W have to be
13 into the record that basically 13 conpetitive nowto allow for
14 says we want to pl ease urge 14  future growth and success.
15 you-all to adopt these rules as 15 Consider the jobs currently
16 fast as possible. W do 16 created by ExxonMbil investnents
17 recognize that there is an 17 in our area. Geater than 6,900
18 opportunity to inprove at sone 18 full tine Exxon enpl oyees and
19 places and we will submit 19 contractors consider the jobs
20 additional comments asking for 20 created by those jobs. These
21 clarification in sone areas of 21 jobs are the fuel that drive the
22 the rules, but at this point we 22  Baton Rouge econony.
23 do ask and urge you to adopt them|23 Lastly, as a enpl oyee and
24  as soon as possible. Thanks so 24 someone's whose entire career has
25  much. 25 been spent in the environmental
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Page 37 Page 39
1 regulatory world, ExxonMbil is 1 manufacturing expansi on through
2 commtted to being a good source 2 sales tax and incone tax
3 of the environnent. W 3 collections, the proposed process
4  understand our responsibility to 4  does not recogni ze parish
5 this coomunity and our commtnent | 5 | eadership by going around parish
6 to our right to operate. Thank 6 President directly to the parish
7 you. 7 taxing authority. So what
8 MR W NDHAM 8 suggestions would we |like to nmake
9 Thank you, M. Mel ancon. 9 toyou W'dlike youto
10 Next we have David Hunagriff. 10 consider that the parishes have a
11 MR FI NK 11 local option to deternine
12 | amsorry | couldn't open 12 expansion in your parish. The
13 before the day -- | am Frank 13 state will still have the
14 Fink. I'mthe Director of 14 responsibility to produce Exhibit
15 Econom c Developnent for St. Mary |15 A and to nonitor the process. 90
16 Parish, and so | do appreciate 16 percent of the Industrial Tax
17 the fact you did send Don a 17 Exenption projects begin at the
18 comment letter already and in 18 parish level. The parish will
19 general we have sone agreenent, 19 evaluate the benefits to the
20 but we also have -- we are going |20 incentive and the expansion as
21 to ask the board to consider 21 positive. W wll get our taxing
22 nmaybe sone other things within 22 authorities to sign off and send
23 the new rul es. 23 this to LEDC. This coul d take
24 W do agree that the fact 24 off alot of time in the process
25 that you shortened Exhibit A 25 and if LEDC approves of what we
Page 38 Page 40
1 going down to 13 pages that we 1 dointhe Exhibit Ais put in
2 hope that you will continue to 2 place, we can go right ahead with
3 shorten that because we nay have 3 the C& board approval and send
4 Industrial Tax Exenption projects | 4 it on to the Gvernor for his
5 with about 700,010 enpl oyees and 5 signature.
6 even the 13 page docunent woul d 6 In St. Mary Parish, taxing
7 be overwhelning to them so we 7 authorities have granted
8 hope that you consider shortening| 8 authority by resolution to the
9 that up. The proposal to adjust 9 parish President to act on their
10 the level, and the terns and the |10 behalf if the parish |evel
11 magnitude is fine with us, we 11 benefits exceed the incentive
12 don't have a problemwith that. 12 offer for the project and the
13 The request we have is why now do |13 parish President nust informand
14 we have a top down process that's |14 discuss with each taxing
15 proposed by the departnent -- by |15 authorities designee. In
16 the department and the C& board. |16 econoni c devel opnent terns, the
17 The parish is a political 17 benefits of the project. Qher
18 subdivision that offers the 18 parishes may have sinilar systens
19 Industrial Tax Exenption to 19 in place or develop a | ocal
20 nmanufacturers as it is set. |If 20 optionto facilitate, grant them
21 the benefits of that project in 21 the Industrial Tax Exenption. |If
22 our parish is seeking incentives |22 offering is not satisfactory |et
23 itself, we take a positive | ook 23 us suggest that the local option
24 at it. Regardless of the state 24  be considered for all projects
25 still benefits fromthe 25 that qualify for ITEP with a
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Page 41 Page 43
1 capital investnment bel ow $10 1 inthat resolution | amrequired
2 mllion. This will alleviate the | 2 to discuss and inform each
3 burden of the secretary and the 3 entity's designee, so everyone is
4 C& board of dealing with a rmuch 4 going to be informed what is
5 snaller ITEP proposals. Thank 5 going on and instead of this
6 you. 6 process taking 60 days, we can do
7 MR W NDHAM 7 it in 14.
8 Thank you, M. Fink. 8 So | suggest | ooking forward
9 MR HUMNAGRI FF: 9 trying to conbine the two, and
10 Thank you, sir. Thank you 10 parishes that have resource,
11 secretary. M nane is David 11 parishes that are actually doi ng
12 Hunagriff. |1'mSt. Mary Parish 12 what St. Mary Parish did can
13 President, and like M. Fink said |13 streanline the process, getting
14 prior to that, in 2016 the 14  everyone on board, give that
15 Covernor signed the executive 15 authority to the Parish President
16 order and | thought it was a good |16 and with that parish having the
17 thing. Having local input into 17 resources to their own anal ysis
18 the process, which was trenmendous |18 at a certain level like M. Frank
19 especially howwe are truly the 19 nmentioned, pick a nunber, ten
20 one that are truly affected by 20 nillion, five mllion, allow us
21 this. But in doing so | 21 to start the process fromthe
22 recognize right off the bat the 22 bottomup and continue this so we
23 pitfalls that we're dealing with. |23 can streaniine for businesses.
24  As a businessman, | cringe at the |24  Thank you.
25 thought of ny conpany or any 25 MR W NDHAM
Page 42 Page 44
1 other conpany having to go 1 Thank you, sir. Next we have
2 between -- before each of these 2 Robert Berg.
3 tax entities and have to sit and 3 MR BERG
4 ask pernission to get that 4 Dtto.
5 exenption because even through 5 MR W NDHAM
6 this process as Frank Fink 6 Thank you. Next we have Chad
7 mentioned, it becones nore beyond | 7 Istre.
8 the nerits of what your review-- | 8 MR | STRE:
9 the process of the application 9 Good norni ng, everyone. |
10  which of -- of which you are 10 like to say as Robert said ditto
11 requiring, it becones political, 11  and | amso happy this norning.
12 so what we did was we went to 12 I'mOChad Istre. |'man
13 each and every taxing entity. The |13  ExxonMbil Enpl oyee for 20 years.
14 five cities in St. Mry Parish; 14 | ama 10th generation
15 the school board and sheriff and |15 Louisianian married to an 8th
16 the city and parish council, and |16 generation Louisianian with two
17 out of that the total of 48 17  Louisianian children and woul d
18 individuals and only one voted 18 love to stay here. 1'mso
19 against it. They all gave ne the |19 pleased. Secretary Pierson what
20 authority to use their authority |20 you said, there is one foot that
21 in deciding this, and, again, why |21 sticks with ne, not every change
22 is this inportant because it 22 is an inprovenent but every
23 streamines the process. It's 23 inprovenent requires a change, |
24  the best of both worlds. It 24  |love what you said. Every
25 brings it to the local level and |25 organization needs to | ook at
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1 itself and make itself 1 MB. HECTCR
2 continually better. | make 2 Dtto.
3 nistakes every day. | need to 3 MR W NDHAM
4  keep doing better and better 4 Thank you. M. D ane Hal ey
5 until we get to eternity. And 5 or Hadl ey?
6 Chairman Wndham | |ike what you | 6 MB. HANLEY:
7 saidthat this is good 7 Hanl ey.
8 conpromise. So | wuld say ditto. | 8 MR W NDHAM
9 I'mpleased with what y'all are 9 Hanley. | amso sorry.
10 doing. | think sone things in 10 MB. HANLEY:
11 life work, some things don't. And |11 M/ narme is D ane Hanl ey and
12 | tell the story that when this 12 really appreciate having these
13  happened in 1936 when this was 13 three ninutes, and | thank you
14 first passed, and | asked people |14 for telling me that you val ue ny
15 and sonetinmes they know and 15 opinion. You are going to hear a
16 sonetines they don't. If 16 lot of different opinions from
17 something is going on in the 17 mne, and so | would really like
18 world in 1936 there is a big 18 mne in the record. |'m hoping
19 denmand for fuel across the world. |19 that you know the story of the
20 Does anybody know what it was? 20 Enperors New Qothes, and if you
21  World Var I, right. And our 21 don't, | would tell you to please
22 grandparents and great 22 read it tonight because this is
23 grandparents passed this tax 23 what is happening here today. W
24 referral programto attract 24  are exposing ourselves to a story
25 business to give generational 25 that has been told for 80 years
Page 46 Page 48
1 jobs here in Louisiana. Four of 1 and we are having sonet hi ng woven
2 the five ExxonMobil facilities 2 for us that is telling us that
3 that have never been built here 3 there are jobs being created
4 if it weren't for that case. 4 through I TEP. These conpani es
5 Picked up in 1963 where we woul d 5 are creating jobs and I'mgl ad
6 have got D sney Wrld but so be 6 they have jobs but the way these
7 it and let's not do that again. 7 rules are witten, it is saying
8 80 years later when it is 8 that whether there are jobs or
9 overturned this is a conprom se 9 not, come onin and we'll give
10 to get it back. Maybe this is 10 you a break. 30 hours of work
11 2.0 and maybe sone day we can get |11 for one week and we counted.
12 that to 3.0. ne of these boards |12 That's what's going on here
13 put together that we're now 12th |13 today. So | want you to know
14  best in manufacturing 14  when you read the story of the
15 friendliness. W used to be No. 15 Enperors New O othes and you
16 1. Wo goes for the record? Wo |16 think about that child that cones
17 goes to the 12th car deal ership 17 forward and says, the Enperor has
18 to get the 12th best deal and is |18 no clothes, that's the citizens
19 happy about it. It's the sane as |19 of the state who are waki ng up
20 losing 11 tines over. Let's put |20 | know there are experts in the
21 Louisiana first again. Thank 21 field. The experts are very
22 you. Ditto. | appreciate you. 22  happy with these rules and there
23 MR W NDHAM 23 is areason and they will cone
24 Thank you. Next we have 24 again and again. |'mnot sure
25 A exis Hector. 25 who the conpronise was with but
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1 it wasn't with ne because | can 1 these analysis cone fromthe

2 show you over and over again 2 experts that will corroborate
3 where these rules continue the 3 your statenments of history and
4 status quo. It's not changi ng 4  know edge, and we appreciate you

5 things. If thisis arequirenent | 5 giving us that, but we want

6 of jobs then the jobs will show 6 analysis that will be in

7 up and we will see them but if 7 statenments that will be witten
8 you have to wite the rules in a 8 that we can | ook at oursel ves.

9 way so that it is so vague about 9 If you are telling the locals you
10 new jobs com ng al ong, we want 10 are going to give it to us, give
11 ten year jobs. W want jobs that |11 it to us. W're asking for it.
12 are going to last at least as 12 W don't want it just being told
13 long as the exenptions, and these |13 to us. As locals, as citizens
14 are saying that they can have 14 we're learning what we need to
15 jobs that are, you know, 30 hours |15 |earn about this | TEP program and
16 a week for one week, one nonth is |16 we're going to be calling out
17 what this stands for, so | want 17 that the Enperor has new cl ot hes
18 us to really consider what is the |18 when the Emperor has new cl ot hes,
19 truth of what is going on here 19 and we ask you as people who are
20 and to stop seeing things as if 20 policymakers to look at this nore
21 they are clothes on us when they |21 carefully, nore closely and at
22 are not. 22 the analysis that we at Toget her
23 | think we are allowing the 23 Louisiana are putting forth.

24  proposed rules to create zero 24  Thank you very rmuch.
25 real jobs and growth and even job |25 MR W NDHAM
Page 50 Page 52

1 cuts disguised as job gains. | 1 Thank you, Ms. Hanley. M.

2 want y'all to look at this 2 Roger Bagert.

3 honestly. The experts keep 3 MR BACERT:

4 telling us this is what you see, 4 Good nmorning. M nane is

5 this is what you see, but what 5 Roger Bagert representing

6 we're doing is exposing our 6 Together Louisiana. After you

7 Enperor to what is not real. You| 7 read the Enperors New d ot hes |
8 wll have the testinony and you 8 encourage you to read the

9 can ask for nore testinony about 9 proposed rul es.

10 what is really happening here. 10 VW don't have a problemwith
11  Qur recomrendation is that the 11 the elenents of this agreenent of
12 revised rul es shoul d establish 12 policy choices nade by the rules.
13 clear stipulations for contract 13 That's not what | want to testify
14 labor, requiring that it be 14 to today. W commented oursel ves
15 counted on a full tine equivalent |15 to that. |It's to drafting

16 ten year basis to close the 16 choices or errors that nmuddy and
17 phantomjob | oophole. W're also |17 confuse things. The -- the sense
18 asking that there be real 18 of urgency is real and it's

19 established return on investnent |19 around the need for certainty and
20 analysis that, M. Pierson, we 20 clear expectations, and that's

21 appreciate your 28 years of 21  not a need shared only by

22 service and the know edge you 22 applicant conpanies in the

23 have in your heart and your head |23 business comunity. W all feel

24 but you may not be here forever 24  that. W all want this thing to
25 and we need to have these rules, |25 be settled. But if there are
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1 areas of anbiguity that will not 1 increase your maxi num capacity.
2 only maintain but enhance 2 (nce that |oophole is created
3 uncertainty then the process of 3 around retention, any job that's
4 rushing this through to get it 4 at least 30 hours that doesn't
5 done in August instead of 5 have a specified term so if |
6 Septenber won't meet the goal of 6 hire sonmebody for a week but |
7 certainty, it will increase 7 haven't specified it's a week,
8 uncertainty. 8 under these rul es can be nade and
9 G ve you three exanples. 9 understood to apply as equival ent
10 the first page of the rules it 10 to aten year full tine job.
11 tal ks about when the new rul es 11 It's no | onger a question of
12 are neant to apply and it says -- |12 whether that interpretation will
13 this is under C3. It says, first |13 be made, it is being nmade.
14 that after June 24, 2016 but 14  Applications that have been
15 before June -- July 1, 2018 the 15 submtted to the Board of
16 applicant has the option of 16  Commerce and | ndustry al ready
17  choosi ng between the rul es 17 include an -- I"'mnot going to
18 promul gated on June of 2017 or 18 nane the conpany because it's
19 the current rules that are about |19 beside the point here today, but
20 to be pronul gated, and the next 20 it's a public record, include job
21 sentence says that applications 21 creation of 257 new jobs since
22 within advanced notice filed 22  Decenber of 2017 to March of 2018
23 after June 24th but before 23 when there has been no new
24  (Cctober -- June 24, 2016 but 24 hiring.
25 before Cctober 21, 2016 thou 25 Wiat' s happeni ng, contract
Page 54 Page 56
1 shall be subject to the rules on 1 jobs are being counted on an
2 June 20, 2017. The second subset | 2 apples to apples basis when it's
3 is contained within the first, so| 3 not apples to apples it's apples
4 now we have a shall that is 4 to oranges.
5 directly in contradiction with 5 Finally, there is a
6 the previous sentence. That 6 requirement for return on
7 wouldn't increase certainty, that | 7 investnment statenent that was
8 wll increase uncertainty and 8 originally put into the executive
9 probably legal litigation. 9 order inthe rules promulgated in
10 Second around jobs, in the 10 June of 2017. It is the position
11 Enterprise Zone Programjobs are |11 of LEDC as expressed in an e-nail
12 admirably defined. It says we 12 to us through their executive
13 are going to establish a baseline |13 counsel that this return on
14  based on a 12 nonth prior 14 investnent statenment is not
15  history. The current standard 15 required to be witten or fornal.
16 for jobs includes job retention, |16 That it can be eyeballed. That
17 and here is what qualifies for 17 it can be judged by the
18 job retention, any investnent, 18 experience and intuition of the
19 quote, to enploy best practice or |19 secretary. W think that's an
20 innovative state of the art 20 untamabl e position. W think
21 technology, any investnent to 21 that is not a sound basis by
22 increase naxi mum capacity or 22  which to establish whether to
23 efficiency that is any investment |23 grant public resources for
24  ever made because why woul d you 24  private purposes, and we think
25 nake an investment except to 25 it's the responsibility of this
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1 boardto clarify that a return on| 1 Schools should not bear the
2 investnment statement nust be 2 burden and the harnful effects
3 based on a return on investnent 3 incurred through the non-payment
4 analysis that is both witten and | 4 of tax noney sorely needed by
5 formal. Thank you. 5 every school district to pay the
6 MR W NDHAM 6 enployees, build or refurbish
7 Thank you, M. Bagert. Next 7 school buildings and nost
8 we have Traci -- 8 inportantly give students
9 MB. GREEN 9 resources needed to becorre
10 Q een. 10 successful inlife. Louisianais
11 MR W NDHAM 11 the only state in the union that
12 QGeen. |'msorry. 12 shaves away | ocal taxes from
13 MB. GREEN 13 schools. M ssissippi doesn't do
14 Dtto to supporting LED. 14 it. Texas doesn't doit.
15 MR W NDHAM 15 Arkansas doesn't do it. In fact,
16 Thank you, ma'am Jasm ne 16 Louisiana is the only state in
17  Payne. 17 the country that raises its nuch
18 MB. PAYNE: 18 needed tax noney to conpanies
19 Dtto. 19 that are wealthier and better off
20 MR W NDHAM 20 than our school districts.
21 Thank you, Jasmine. David 21  Though many will say that the
22  Parker. 22 exenption it won't provide much
23 MR PARKER 23 inthe way of helping to fill the
24 | support I TEP. Thank you. 24  needs of our school systems, we
25 MR W NDHAM 25 all have to acknow edge it will
Page 58 Page 60
1 Thank you. Deborah Meaux. 1 be nore than they correctly
2 P ease, behind the -- yeah. 2 receive. And in a world of
3  Thank you. 3 education every single dollar
4 MB. MEAUX: 4  counts.
5 Good norning. | am Debbie 5 Over time as property returns
6 Maux. |'mPresident of the 6 to the catch roles, the income
7 Louisiana Association of Educator | 7 fromthese ad val oremtaxes will
8 and | have been in education for 8 accunulate to provide a grow ng
9 43 years. 9 dollar amount. Qur children here
10 First, thank you for allowing |10 in East Baton Rouge Parish school
11 me to speak. | amhere today to |11 district and children in all
12 ask this board to consider the 12 school districts around the state
13 negative inpact of naking | ocal 13 deserve every dollar we can put
14  school ad val oremtax noney a 14 to work for them Additionally
15 phantom prom se | eavi ng our 15 our taxpayers who are always the
16 school systemstruggling to 16 first that we go to when we need
17 provide the needs of children and |17 nmoney for our schools deserve a
18 school enpl oyees why we continue |18 break in the taxes they pay. |If
19 to keep wealthy corporate 19 we renoved school districts from
20 conpani es frompaying their 20 this tax exenption programall
21 constitutional ad val oremtaxes 21 together, we would be giving our
22 to help support community 22 tax payers a break in what they
23 services and schools. | ask this |23 have to pay in order to educate
24  board to renove school districts |24 their children. Thank you.
25 fromthe | TEP conpletely. 25 MR W NDHAM
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1 Thank you, Ms. Meaux. Grard| 1 growth, nothing is going to grow
2 Mlancon, CP -- | amsorry, Ph.D. | 2 W are in the workforce. These
3 Sorry, sir. 3 part time jobs | have seen
4 MR MELANCON 4 firsthand, ny unit is built
5 | was going to say ny brother | 5 around industry base
6 isinthe room but heis in New 6 certification with the unskilled
7 York Gty. nce again, Grard 7 worker to a niddle skilled
8 Melancon. | amnot a native 8 worker. Qur econony is built
9 Louisiana, but before | get into 9 around mddle skilled jobs. 20
10 that, I'mcurrently the Executive |10 percent unskilled, 54 percent
11 Drector for WrkForce Education |11 currently, 57 percent currently
12 at Baton Rouge Community College, |12 mddle skilled. Mst of those
13 and | amal so President of the 13 skills are industrial plants;
14 national council for workforce 14  pipers, welders, instrunmentation
15 education, so we have a 400 15 techs, electricians, and so
16  menber community col | ege 16 forth. Wrking with Exxon right
17 workforce develop group that I'm |17 now for the past four years or
18 President elect for, and I'm 18 so. W are rating unskilled
19 really the envy of a lot of ny 19 workers and noving themup in
20 colleagues on the board. | also |20 north Baton Rouge community from
21 was raised in the State of 21 a laborer blaster painter to a
22 Illinois. Funny, ny dad is 22 pipe fitter, electrician or
23 Donald Mel ancon, which, by the 23 welder. W're doing that. People
24 way, he found a stage somnepl ace 24  are growi ng.
25 in the common systemof |llinois. |25 This industry -- there is no
Page 62 Page 64
1 I'mnot sure if there is another 1 other industry that can do that.
2 stage village at all, but | was 2 It could be tech jobs and we
3 raisedinthe State of Illinois, 3 could be noving three people at a
4 and growing up there, southeast 4 time or anything el se, mass skill
5 Chicago, the rust belt of the 5 of nmovenent of popul ation,
6 Mdwest, and | pray every day, 6 industrial skill jobs is where
7 who ny dad was the principal, he 7 it's at.
8 died early, 63, and ny nother is 8 So, in short, | support these
9 still alive and she was a school 9 proposed changes and do it
10 teacher of 43 years and she still |10 quickly. The globe is watching
11 receives a state pension for 11 us. But to send a nessage across
12 however long that is because the |12 the globe in that we are truly
13 state budget of Illinois is 13 open for business in Louisiana,
14  horrendous because of no industry |14 and | don't want to be a part of
15 and a lot of high mgration. 15 and | really want to sustain from
16 | don't want to see that 16  becoming the new rust belt of the
17  happen here in Baton Rouge. | 17 south. Thank you.
18 also studied in Col orado for 18 MR W NDHAM
19 seven years. | was grooned to be |19 Thank you, Dr. Mel ancon.
20 acity manager. | understand the |20 Brad Allen. Brad -- | amsorry.
21 role of ad val oremproperty tax 21 MR ALLEN
22 and how they can fund | ocal 22 Thank you. M/ nane is Brad
23 communities and systens and so 23 Alen. I'mwth ExxonMobil. | am
24 forth. But without a signal of 24  the operations nanager at our
25 strong econom ¢ devel oprent and 25 Baton Rouge pol yol efins plant on
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1 the north side of east Baton 1 conpetitive.

2 Rouge. You can probably tell from| 2 So pol ypropyl ene is a product

3 ny accent | was not born here in 3 that we make around the gl obe and

4 Louisiana. |I'mnot a 10th 4 we nake it right next door in

5 generation but |'mdefinitely 5 Texas as well. W have to renain

6 proud tocall it hone and | plan 6 conpetitive with other states.

7 to stay here for many years. | 7 W -- when we're looking at a

8 ama husband and two children 8 project like this, | mean, the

9 that | want themto have the 9 anount of incentives that cone
10 opportunity here in Baton Rouge 10 out of ITEP for us they can nake
11 that | have had. 11  or break that product -- that

12 | support -- | think it's 12 project, and we want that project
13 inportant to really show support |13 right here in our honetown.

14  for |ITEP here. 14 So with no investrment here, |
15 Chai rman Wndham you 15 mean, it neans no sal es tax,

16 mentioned earlier about the 16 right, it means no jobs, it neans
17 conpetitiveness of our state, the |17 no increase to the long term

18 true nentality of ITEP. |ITEP for |18 incone tax base and to the | ong
19 that, so |l want to bring that to |19 terminconme property tax base, so
20 a project that we're actually 20 | said personally, | want the

21 considering here in East Baton 21 conpany to invest here. | want
22 Rouge. | think Chad nentioned 22 jobs here. | want growth here.

23 already that ExxonMbil is 23 And | want a brighter future for
24  looking at a $50 billion worth of |24 Baton Rouge and Loui si ana. Thank
25 investment in the Qulf Coast. 25 you for your tine.

Page 66 Page 68

1 That's a pretty big nunber, and 1 MR W NDHAM

2 we want a lot of that here in. 2 Thank you, M. Allen.

3 MR W NDHAM 3 (QGegory Bowser. He ditto that.

4 V¢ want all of it. 4 1'massumng. Jessica Pranjic.

5 MR ALLEN 5 Pranjic. Please correct ny

6 So at the polyol efins plant 6  pronunciation.

7 we are on that. W are 7 MB. PRANJI C

8 considering a major investnment as | 8 You had it right. It's

9 an expansion of polypropylene. So| 9 Pranjic.

10 polypropylene, that is a plastic |10 So good nmorning. My name is
11  product that goes in everything 11 Jessica Pranjic. | amthe

12 fromfood containers to diapers 12 manager of communi cations and

13 to wipes to medical scrubs to 13 workforce devel opnent with the
14 autonobiles, right. And 14 QGeater Baton Rouge Industry

15 autonobiles, that's a product 15 Aliance, and | amhere today to
16 that helps lighten the vehicle 16 urge you to support these new

17 with high strength. Some of our |17 guidelines by LEDC, and we do

18 new technol ogies there. It 18 know that | TEP has successfully
19 actually saves gasoline. Sounds |19 served as an investment for

20 odd froman ExxonMobil guy saying |20 economc growh in our area, and
21 that statenent, right. But for 21 | would also like -- tothisis
22 us to be able to evaluate a 22 on multiplier effect on

23 project such as that, we have to |23 nanufacturing that for every one
24  have regulatory and tax 24 manufacturing job required for a
25 certainty, okay, to remain 25 project an additional eight to
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1 nine jobs beyond just direct 1 information needed to nake
2 construction and contractor 2 responsi bl e decisions for
3 enploynent is required to help 3 conpani es consi dering investment
4  support that investnent. 4 in our communities.
5 | would also like to bring up| 5 On behal f of our organization
6 the fact that industry in the 6 and its 1,500 business we
7 capital region does pay two 7 represent, we ask you to adopt
8 thirds of all property taxes 8 the proposed rul es on the fastest
9 again in capital region, so, 9 available tinmeline. These rul es
10 again, | just want to urge 10 are a great step forward in
11 support of these new guidelines 11 providing a nore transparent and
12 to hel p enhance the 12 predictabl e programwhich is key
13 predictability for business 13 to returning Louisiana and the
14 investnent in the future. So, 14 capital region to a conpetitive
15 thank you. 15 location for new investnment.
16 MR W NDHAM 16  Thank you.
17 Thank you. Russell 17 MR W NDHAM
18 R chardson. 18 Thank you, M. Richardson.
19 MR R CHARDSON 19 Stephanie Cargile.
20 God nmorning. M nane is 20 MB. CARA LE:
21 Russell Richardson. I'm 21 Good norning. |'m Stephanie
22 representing the Baton Rouge Area |22 Cargile. I'mthe public affairs
23 of Chanber. W& serve as the 23 manager at ExxonMobil, but nore
24 econom c devel opnment organi zation |24 inportantly | ama lifel ong
25 for the non-parish capital 25 resident of Baton Rouge and
Page 70 Page 72
1 region. 1 Louisiana and ny great
2 | TEP is one of the nost 2 grandfather help bring standard
3 inportant econonic tools that we 3 oil here to Baton Rouge. M
4 use to attract and retain 4 great uncle hel ped Sout hern
5 business in capital region. 5 University locate on its current
6 Since the executive order was 6 location. So | amdeeply
7 issued in June 2016 there's been 7 conmitted to the state and |
8 a great deal of uncertainty and 8 think what you guys are
9 unpredictability around | TEP. 9 considering today, these revised
10 Wthout nuch structure and 10 rules is a huge step in the right
11 guidelines it's been difficult 11 direction for predictability for
12 and local governnents to 12 us.
13 inplenent the program The |ocal |13 As you have heard today from
14 process is very w dely between 14  several of our enpl oyees and from
15 the parishes since 2016 and in 15 Brad, and you-all know we are
16  some cases the program have 16 considering a major project in
17 effectively been brought to a 17 Baton Rouge, and we are | ooking
18 standstill. These newrules nore |18 for that predictability to be
19 clearly define the local input. 19 able to understand the cost of
20 It provides a nore sinple and 20 investing in Louisiana versus
21 straight forward approval 21  other places right now
22 process. Providing a return on 22 | would like to al so say that
23 investnent statenent and 23 something that is not often
24  recommendation to | ocal taxing 24 nmentioned is what is happening in
25 authorities gives locals the 25 the @ulf Coast with not just
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1 Exxon but other industry. It's a| 1 Louisiana.

2 huge tinme of growth, and we want 2 MR W NDHAM
3 Louisiana to be able to conpete 3 Thank you, Ms. Cargile. The
4 for that growth. W want nore 4 next we have Steve Nosacka.

5 projects to come here. R ght now| 5 MR NCSACKA:

6 | knowa lot of focus is on jobs 6 Good norning. | am Steve
7 and we are at max of sinmulation. 7 Nosacka. | amthe public affairs
8 That means we are hiring to the 8 nanager for the town of G anercy,
9 top level and we are hiring right | 9 and also the grace of being able
10 here in Baton Rouge but those are |10 to serve as mayor the | ast
11 going to be for jobs across the 11 several years, and also | served
12 @l f Coast, so those jobs are 12 St. Janes Parish as the econonic
13 going to foll ow where the 13 devel opnent consultant. |'mhere
14 investnent goes. W want those 14  on behal f of our St. James Parish
15 jobs to stay right here in 15 elected officials to encourage
16  Loui si ana. 16 you and tell you that we
17 And the last thing that | 17 absol utely support these changes
18 will nention is that beyond the 18 especially in the stability that
19 direct econom c inpact that 19 we think this will bring and
20 investment can bring and that 20 continue to bring to our economc
21 extends to those contractor jobs |21 devel opnent and al so our
22 to even restaurants that benefit, |22 comrunity devel opnent efforts.

23 the local retailers, all of the 23 W continue to appreciate in

24 different suppliers and vendors 24 value this that the changes --

25 that benefit frominvestment. | |25 that these changes preserve the
Page 74 Page 76

1 think we also need to consider 1 -- preserve and continue to give

2 what we can do with our |ocal 2 our local stakeholders the final
3 comunities as a partnership. A 3 say in our property tax dollars.
4 lot of the rhetoric we have heard | 4 | heard a mayor say before or

5 has nmade economnic devel oprent a 5 several years back at the

6 bad thing and it isnot. It isa| 6 capital, you knowit's really

7 very good thing and our | ocal 7 troubling when you have to comne
8 comunities need to understand 8 to Baton Rouge for your noney,

9 that they can benefit when we 9 but for all that, which is why I
10 bring investnment here. Wether 10 continue to support and encourage
11 it's the $13 mllion we were able |11 you to adopt these changes that
12 to get to Louisiana to help our 12 allow us to have the final say
13 teachers and hel p our school 13 where our |ocal property tax
14 system W' re expanding that 14 dollars go. Again, we thank you
15 programthis summer to extend to |15 for this and God speed to you in
16 800 teachers. Investnent -- 16 your efforts to get it
17 project investment brings 17  inpl enent ed.

18 community investnent withit. W |18 MR W NDHAM
19 want to do nmore in north Baton 19 Thank you, Mayor Nosacka.

20 Rouge. W want to do nore for 20 Robert Thonpson.

21 our educators. W want to do 21 MR THOWPSON

22 nore for our community. 22 M/ nane is Robert Thonpson
23 So, thank you, this is a 23 and | ama life long resident of
24 great step in the right direction |24 Baton Rouge, and | want to say
25 and let's keep nmoving forward for |25 that the changes that you bring
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1 forth are headed in the right 1 executive director here, we were
2 direction, but | would request 2 both -- | could have easily said
3 that you take a |l ook at the 3 ditto but there is a few
4 loopholes that M. Bagert and the | 4 exceptions to the ditto. e is
5 other lady from Toget her Baton 5 that we are in support of the
6 Rouge has brought forth as the 6 econom c devel oprent,
7 loopholes inthis -- in these 7 particularly and we have been
8 changes and al so Ms. Loop brought | 8 charged with the function of
9 forth the idea of education and 9 devel opi ng Bat on Rouge north.
10 exenpting East Baton Rouge Parish |10 It's been overlooked. Econom c
11  School Board fromthe | TEP. | 11  devel opnent is going to --
12 personally have a daughter who is |12 immediately is going to make or
13 a school teacher and she taught 13 break the north Baton Rouge area.
14 here in East Baton Rouge Parish 14 I'malife long resident of Baton
15 for three years and finally had 15 Rouge but | did work for General
16 to realize that she couldn't 16 Mdtors at that tine, which is the
17 sustain a decent livelihood of 17 largest corporation in America.
18 her pay. The teachers here have |18 And if anybody knows what
19 not received a raise in ten 19 happened to CGeneral Mtors
20 years. Sheis in Atlanta now and |20 several years ago what happened
21 has received a rai se every year 21 tothe Gty of Detroit, and |
22 she's been there, so I'm 22 strongly, as Dr. Ml ancon
23 requesting those two things that |23 nentioned, some of the other
24  you take a | ook at the proposed 24  industries in the rust belt, |
25 that we brought forward and also |25 would sure not have to | eave
Page 78 Page 80
1 look at exenpting East Baton 1 Baton Rouge as | did Detroit due
2 Rouge Parish fromthe rules. 2 to the situation that happened
3  Thank you. 3 there.
4 MR W NDHAM 4 Bot h ny daughters have | eft
5 Thank you, M. Thonpson. 5 the state because of the |ack of
6 That was the |ast of our commrent 6 opportunity for them but also as
7 cards. Is anyone else with us 7 we -- in the north Baton Rouge
8 today that would like to step 8 region, we talked to barbers,
9 forward? Please step forward and | 9 |andscapers, all of those people
10 fill a card for nme afterward. | 10 that have not been nentioned
11 amsorry. | don't have them As 11  here, all of those trickle down
12 you said before, our first 12 jobs that are related to this and
13 rmeeting was seven hours and | 13 not being counted. | think you
14  want people to have their 14 have to take those jobs into
15 opportunity to express 15 consideration. There are two
16 thenselves. So pl ease step 16 YMCA's in this parish that bear
17 forward and fill out the card 17 the nane of industrial business.
18 afterward and if for some reason |18 Actually, three. There is on the
19 we don't have it so we have it in |19 westbank and there is an
20 the record. 20 ExxonMobil YMCA and it's one of
21 MR SMTH 21 those facilities that have been
22 Ronald Smth. |'mchairman 22 able to open or operate without
23 of the board of the Baton Rouge 23 the assistance of nmajor mllions
24  Econom c Devel oprment District. | |24 of dollars in donations to drive
25 think she has the card. And ny 25 summer canps, Sw m prograns and
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1 thelike, so a lot of these 1 fromSouthern University. It
2 things are not taken into 2 allowed ne to conme back to
3 consideration under the dollars 3 Louisiana and raise ny two sons
4 that are counted, so we are in 4  here as opposed to a state of
5 support of econom c devel opnent. 5 Connecticut where we were living
6 ITEP is just one of those 6 for eight years. W cane back
7 functions that help bring that 7 horme. It is adifficult
8 and | would like to yield the 8 challenge sonetimes to tell young
9 remainder of ny tine to the 9 people of this generation to
10 executive director. 10 stay, raise your children and put
11 MR W NDHAM 11 themin public schools. However,
12 Thank you, M. Snith, but 12 ny famly has made that choice.
13 we're going to give you a full 13 Not sinply because Exxon is
14 three ninutes, too. 14 there, ny kids don't work for
15 MR JACCBS: 15 those conpani es but they work for
16 R nal di Jacobs.  the Baton |16 other conpanies that are equally
17 Rouge North Econonic Developnent |17 as inportant to this city and the
18 District. 18 stability of this parish. They
19 In 1776 was the birth of this |19 both went to public schools and
20 nation. Also at that time M. 20 both graduated from Sout hern
21  Addis m sspoke, the wealth of the |21  University.
22 nations was also created. Wthin |22 Wiat's ny point? The
23 the dynamic of this republic and |23 industrial base in north Baton
24  the dynam c of econonics both 24  Rouge is very, very crucial.
25 have played an inportant crucial |25 Isn't crucial as much as we call
Page 82 Page 84
1 role in the devel opnent of this 1 ourselves the blue collar part of
2 denocracy. It is without 2 town as we do the medical parts,
3 conpronise and with conprom se 3 we'll call themthe | ab coats,
4 that this denocracy will continue | 4 and the downtown and gover nrrent al
5 thus applicable to these rules 5 area we'll just call those white
6 while it is very, very inportant 6 collar. No matter which collar
7 and we understand we nust have a 7 you wear or if you don't wear a
8 strong and vi brant denocracy. 8 collar at all, we believe that
9 Equally as inportant is having a 9 tax and training of workers is
10 strong economnic base for our 10 equally as inportant as anything
11  communiti es. 11 else, so we as business | eaders
12 Many of us have watched the 12 are constantly bonbarded with
13 dis -- and you can put whatever 13 this stability and
14  you want behind dis in north 14 predictability, as a business
15 Baton Rouge. D sinvestnent, 15 owner we need a stabl e workforce
16 disenfranchisenent, dis and that |16 and we need predictabl e taxes and
17 as we say in Morgan Gty where 17 we need educat ed workforce and we
18 I'mfromin south Louisiana. | 18 need conpromse when it's tine to
19 work in the oil patch. | lost a |19 conpronise. Conproni se usually
20 piece of one of ny fingers in the |20 neans, as | was taught as a young
21 oil patch, so I'mvery nuch 21 political scientist at Southern
22 concerned with how industry 22 University, is that nobody gets
23 treats its citizens. By the same |23 everything that they want but
24 token those jobs in the oil patch |24 everybody gets sonething el se
25 allowed nme to get two degrees 25 that they need, so work the
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1 rules, ladies and gentlemen, such| 1 in the fall, and ny parents,

2 that the citizen, their tax 2 siblings and inloves {sic} which

3 dollar benefit and there is 3 | like to call them ny inlaws,

4 predictability for bids as well 4 are all here in Baton Rouge as

5 as the many citizens of this city | 5 well.

6 and of this state and of north 6 Thi s proposal that you are

7 Baton Rouge specifically, we not 7 all considering is very persona

8 only deserve it, we have to have 8 tone. | want to be here.

9 it. Thank you very nmuch. 9 want there to be nore opportunity
10 MR W NDHAM 10 in Baton Rouge so that | can stay
11 Thank you, sir. Caroline S. |11 here, so that ny husband can stay
12 Mays. 12 here and so that ny kids can stay
13 MB. MAYS: 13 here, so that engineering
14 Yes. 14 students that | recruit at
15 MR W NDHAM 15 Southern University can stay here
16 Sorry we mssed you earlier. |16 and the nany kids, especially
17 MB. MAYS: 17 young girls, that | mentor in the
18 No problem Cood norning. My |18 community can stay here as well.
19 nane is Caroline Stanpl ey Mys, 19 The only way to bring opportunity
20 and |'ve hel d several positions 20 is capital investnment, and in
21 inny 19 years at ExxonMobil, and |21 order to bring investnent, we
22 ny current role is project 22 need predictability. | strongly
23  procurenent advisor of capital 23 ask that you support LEDC
24 investnments to our Baton Rouge 24  proposed new gui del i nes because
25  conpl ex. 25 zero percent of zero is zero.

Page 86 Page 88

1 Bat on Rouge is hore for ne. 1 Thank you-all for the opportunity

2 I'ma product of the East Baton 2 to speak

3 Rouge Parish School System 3 MR W NDHAM

4 gifted and talented program | 4 Thank you, M. Mays. A

5 graduated from Scottlandville 5 right. e last bite at the

6 Magnet H gh School engineering 6 apple.

7 programand |'man al uma of 7 Are there any other comrents

8 Southern University where | 8 that -- any other individuals

9 obtained a degree in nechanical 9 that would like to cone forward
10 engineering. |, like many of ny |10 and make comrents? Do you have a
11 peers, left Louisiana after 11 card? Please identify yourself.
12 graduating and started ny 12 MR COPESKY:

13 professional career wth 13 Jeff Copesky. | amwith

14  ExxonMdbil in Baytown, Texas. | 14 ExxonMdbil. | wasn't going to
15 spent just shy of five years away |15 cone up here but ny references to
16 before an opportunity arose, 16 the people wearing cl othes and
17 which allowed ne to rel ocate 17 not wearing clothes and bei ng

18 home. M husband is also a 18 straight forward, ny wife is in
19 native of Baton Rouge and a 19 the public school systemand

20 physician who conpleted his 20 she's -- to lay at the feet of
21 training abroad, but returned 21 ITEP, the problens that we are
22  back hone to the commnity that 22 facing in our public schoo

23  nursed himduring his chil dhood. 23 systemis just sinply

24 M/ twin babies attend school here |24  disingenuous and opportunistic.
25 and will be starting kindergarten |25 | hear every day what's going on
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1 in the school system and | can 1 Procedures Act. Everyone is
2 tell you what we need are peopl e 2 invited to that nmeeting. And
3 creating jobs, encouraging them 3 then on June 27th the C&"'s
4 to create jobs. 4 regular board neeting to -- wll
5 | was | ooking at the handout 5 include consideration of the
6 here that says two of every three| 6 proposed changes. On the
7 property tax dollars collected at | 7 departnment's website, | believe
8 the capital region cone from 8 we have this. This. Ckay. So
9 industry. |In addition business 9 this is a very detailed proposed
10 and industry pays 50 percent of 10 tinmeline for pronul gation for
11 all state -- of sales taxes 11 Industrial Tax Exenption rules.
12 collected in the state. | think |12 My 10th activity has occurred.
13 we need to be growing instead of |13 May 20th has occurred. | just
14 dividing. Ve do need to be 14  mentioned the June 22nd neeti ng.
15 together, but we need to be 15 | just nentioned the June 25th
16  working together for solutions 16 meeting. On the 27th, again,
17 that better everybody, and | 17 we'll deliberate and consider the
18 think I'mleft with the -- 18 proposed rules. The target date
19 another parable, and that's 19 for summary report oversight
20 killing the goose that |ays the 20 commttee because these rules
21 golden eggs. |'mnot saying that |21 have to go to the oversight
22 we're perfect, but we are out 22 commttee of the house committee
23 there trying to grow the state, 23 on commerce -- woul d be easier
24 bringing nore geese to this state |24 with glasses -- house commttee
25 sow are all lifted up at the 25 on conmmerce and city committee on
Page 90 Page 92
1 sane time, and | would just say | 1 commrerce and international
2 resent the divisiveness, | regret | 2 affairs is targeted for June
3 it, and | just don't think we 3 29th. Assumng we go through
4  should be the pinata for the 4 that successfully with these
5 problens of the state. Thank you | 5 proposed rules. FromJuly 5th
6 very much. 6 through July 30th will be the
7 MR W NDHAM 7 timeframe with possible
8 Thank you, M. Copesky. All 8 legislative oversight committee
9 right. So that was the last one. 9 hearings could occur. August
10 Do we have any ot her 10 20th will be the final rule
11 questions or comments by any of 11  publishing and Loui si ana Regi ster
12 the board nenbers concerning any |12 and the effective date of the new
13 of the rules? Don, unless you 13 rules shoul d they go forward.
14 have a question, | was going to 14 So that kind of gives us a
15 go over there. No. Any other 15 timeline of those activities.
16 questions by any of the board 16 Are there any questions by any of
17  menbers? 17 the board menbers concerning the
18 Al right. So I'mgoing to 18 proposed tineline? Any questions
19 give a quick highlight of the 19 fromthe public? Wth that, |
20 upcoming dates and deadlines at 20 wll invite the secretary to give
21 the highest of levels June 22nd 21  commrents.
22 is the deadline to submt the 22 MR Pl ERSON
23 witten comments. June 25th, LED |23 | just, for the record, want
24  will hold a public hearing 24  to make sure that we correctly
25 pursuant to the Admnistrative 25 identified things. | do have a
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1 copy of aletter fromSt. Mary ! REPCRTER S CERTI FI CATE
2 Parish dated 15 May regarding the | 2
3 ITEP rule changes in which St. 3 |, RACHEL TORRES-REGS, Certified
4 Mary Parish in gener al SpOFtS t he 4 Court Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana,
5 changes tothe |ITEP rul e process 5 as the officer before whomthis neeting was
6 but | think they want to clari fy 6 taken, do hereby certify that this nmeeting was
7 their posi tion they do not 7 reported by me in the stenotype reporting nethod,
8 Support but recomend changes for 8 was prepared and transcribed by ne or under ny
9 consi der ati on. | will also note 9 personal direction and supervision, and is a true
10 that we have received a few nore 10 and correct transcript to the best of ny ability
11 letters this norning. | continue |11 and understanding
12 to log those letters into our 12 That the transcript has been
13 syst em VW will make them 13 prepared in conpliance with transcript format
14 avail abl e vi a pu:, and t hat 14 guidelines required by statute or by rules of the
15 i nvent ory | antici pat e wll 15 board, and that | aminforned about the conplete
16 continue to gr ow thr ough t he 16 arrangenent, financial or otherwise, with the
17 closure of the witten conmrent 17 person or entity naking arrangenents for
18 period on 22 June, but | just 18 deposition services;
19 wanted the record to correctly 19 That I have acted in compliance
20 refl ect the posi tion of St. |Vhl’y 20 with the prohibition on contractual
21 Pari sh. 21 rel ati onshi ps, as defined by Louisiana Code of
22 MR W NDHAM 22 Civil Procedure Article 1434 and in rules and
23 Thank you, M. Secret ary. 23  advisory opinions of the board;
24 Wth that, | don't knowif we 24 That | have no actual know edge of
25 need a notion for adj our nnent but 25 any prohibited enployment or contractual
Page 94 Page 96
1 | will receive one. 1 rel ationship, direct or indirect, between a court
2 MR  JON\ES: 2 reporting firmand any party litigant in this
3 SO nove. 3 matter nor is there any such rel ationship between
4 MR W NDHAM 4 nyself and a party litigant in this natter. | am
5 Made by M. Jones. Seconded 5 not related to counsel or to the parties herein,
6 by M. Mller. Al in favor 6 nor am| otherwise interested in the outcone of
7 indicate with an aye. 7 this matter.
8 ALL BOARD MEMBERS: 8
9 Aye. 9 Dated this 7th day of June, 2018.
10 MR W NDHAM 10
11 Al opposed with a nay. 11
12 Mtion carries. Thanks again for |12
13 everyone turning up today. 13
14 14 RACHEL TORRES-REG S, CCR, RPR
15 (Wiereupon the neeting was adjourned at 10:37 |15 CERTI FI ED COURT REPORTER
16 a.m) 16
17 17
18 18
19 19
20 20
21 21
22 22
23 23
24 24
25 25
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 1       MR. WINDHAM:

 2       Good morning, everyone.  For

 3   the board members -- we're not

 4   calling the meeting to order yet.

 5   There he -- calling this meeting

 6   to order of the Louisiana Board

 7   of Commerce and Industry to

 8   receive comments from the public,

 9   questions and comments from the

10   board members concerning the

11   proposed rules.  For the board

12   members that have never met in

13   this room, I'm going to give you

14   a little overview.  There's a

15   little button down here that if

16   you push it it makes it green.

17   If it's green you are live, so --

18   and then I have a mute all button

19   and should override.

20       All right.  With that, we'll

21   call to order.  Melissa, please

22   take roll call for us.

23       MS. SORRELL:

24       Robert Adley.  Richard

25   Hartley.
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 1       MR. HARTLEY:

 2       Here.

 3       MS. SORRELL:

 4       Neil -- Representative

 5   Abramson.  Millie Atkins.

 6       MS. ATKINS:

 7       Here.

 8       MS. SORRELL:

 9       Mayor Brasseaux.

10       MR. BRASSEAUX:

11       Here.

12       MS. SORRELL:

13       Representative Carmody.

14       MR. CARMODY:

15       Here.

16       MS. SORRELL:

17       Yvette Cola.

18       MS. COLA:

19       Here.

20       MR. COLEMAN:

21       Major Coleman.  Ricky Fabra.

22   Manny Fajardo.  Jerry Jones.

23       MR. JONES:

24       Here.

25       MS. SORRELL:
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 1       Heather Malone.

 2       MS. MALONE:

 3       Here.  Senator Martiny. Robby

 4   Miller.

 5       MR. MILLER:

 6       Here.

 7       MS. SORRELL:

 8       Jan Moller.

 9       MR. MOLLER:

10       Here.

11       MS. SORRELL:

12       Senator Chabert.  Secretary

13   Pierson.

14       MR. PIERSON:

15       Present.

16       MS. SORRELL:

17       Scott Richard.

18       MR. RICHARD:

19       Here.

20       MS. SORRELL:

21       Danny Shexnaydre.

22       MR. SHEXNAYDRE:

23       Here.

24       MS. SORRELL:

25       Ronnie Slone.  Bobby
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 1   Williams.  Steve Windham.

 2       MR. WINDHAM:

 3       Here.

 4       MS. SORRELL:

 5       Dr. Wilson.  We have a

 6   quorum.

 7       MR. WINDHAM:

 8       Thank you.  First I would

 9   like to thank everyone for coming

10   to this meeting.  Your input is

11   important and is valued.

12   Secondly, I would like to let the

13   people that may not know that

14   Robert Adley had surgery in

15   Florida and there were

16   complications, so he is currently

17   in an impatient rehab.  I do not

18   know the details.  So if y'all

19   can all keep him in your prayers

20   that would be really nice.

21       The purpose of this meeting,

22   I'm going to go over the format

23   of how we're going to proceed.

24   We're going to identify -- we did

25   a roll call.
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 1       The purpose of this meeting

 2   is to receive public comments on

 3   the proposed rules.  Secretary

 4   Pierson is going to give us an

 5   overview of the rules, which was

 6   published in the May 2018

 7   Louisiana Register.  Comments and

 8   questions from the board members

 9   will then be entertained and

10   responded to.  Comments and

11   questions by the public will be

12   heard, and I believe we have 15

13   people that want to make

14   comments.  15 to 20, so I think

15   we can give people three minutes

16   for their comments to be made.  I

17   would encourage people to stay on

18   point, and, if possible, not to

19   be repetitive of what may have

20   been said before unless you just

21   want to come up and say ditto,

22   you know, I agree with what the

23   previous individual said because

24   once the comment is made it's

25   received and understood and
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 1   valued by us.

 2       Upcoming dates and deadlines.

 3   June 22nd is the deadline to

 4   submit written comments and they

 5   are submitted to the Department.

 6   On June 25th at 9:30 LED will

 7   hold a public hearing pursuant to

 8   the Administrative Procedures

 9   Act.  All of the board members

10   are invited to attend and all

11   public are invited to attend and

12   do value the input that is given.

13   On June 27th at the Board of

14   Commerce and Industry regular

15   meeting include full board

16   consideration to move forward and

17   approve the proposed change --

18   changes, and then we will adjourn

19   from today's meeting.  So that's

20   kind of the overview.

21       As you guys know, our first

22   meeting was seven hours.  We do

23   not intend to be here for seven

24   hours.  With 20 comment cards I

25   don't think we could be here for
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 1   20 hours -- I mean, seven hours,

 2   so with that I'm going to give

 3   the floor to our illustrious

 4   secretary, Mr. Don Pierson.

 5       MR. PIERSON:

 6       Thank you, Mr. Windham.  Don

 7   Pierson. Secretary of Louisiana

 8   Economic Development. Thank you

 9   for your attendance today and the

10   process and the proposed rules.

11   This is an important date, one of

12   two public hearings that we'll

13   conduct, and we are looking

14   forward to receiving public

15   comments on the proposed rules.

16   We want to make sure that we stay

17   on that topic regarding the

18   proposed rules.  Would also note

19   that this meeting is being video

20   recorded so that we will be able

21   to post it on a link providing a

22   full accounting for board members

23   or others, members of the public

24   that are not available here

25   today.  I understand that the
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 1   technical capacities that we have

 2   will be recorded, processed today

 3   turned over to LED tomorrow,

 4   possibly, so the link should be

 5   up and live.  I will tell you by

 6   Thursday we'll do our very best

 7   to make that a quick and

 8   efficient process.

 9       Proceeding now with just a

10   quick recap of the proposed

11   rules, what we seek to achieve

12   through their adoption, this, of

13   course, was done in concert with

14   many conversations with many

15   stakeholders from the month of

16   December through March and

17   beyond.  They continue today,

18   actually, but what we arrived at

19   would be a much improved program,

20   in my opinion, and the features

21   of that are that the Exhibit A,

22   which is the pledge by the

23   corporation which is seeking an

24   exemption of what they will

25   provide to the community, and
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 1   that will be in terms of their

 2   proposed capital expenditures

 3   investment that they will make.

 4   It will be in terms of the number

 5   of jobs they will make available,

 6   the wages that is associated with

 7   those jobs.  That include a

 8   healthcare benefit, by the way,

 9   and also the term of the

10   agreement, which would be of ten

11   or more years.  The previous

12   Exhibit A was a much lengthier

13   document.  We sat down in concert

14   with stakeholders, reviewed it

15   and tried to bring about a more

16   user friendly document, and I

17   believe that the agreement now is

18   approximately 50 percent less

19   number of pages than the previous

20   edition.  If I'm not mistaken it

21   went from something like 26 to

22   13.

23       The next major feature of the

24   proposed rules will change the

25   yield of the program.  As you may
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 1   recall, the constitutional

 2   created Industrial Tax Exemption

 3   program at a ten year one hundred

 4   percent exemption, and from a

 5   community stakeholder viewpoint

 6   that meant revenues from that

 7   investment millage's would begin

 8   to come to the community in year

 9   eleven.

10       Governor John Bel Edwards

11   enacted an executive order which

12   changed the yield to a five year

13   one hundred percent abatement

14   followed by a three year term at

15   an 80 percent abatement.  If you

16   do calculations around that that

17   yield is approximately 75 percent

18   of the previous program, and

19   associated with that specific

20   yield revenues begin to flow to

21   the community in terms of millage

22   receipts in year six.  With the

23   adoption of this rule change, the

24   yield will become ten years at 80

25   percent abatement given the
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 1   community's impacted opt end.

 2   Those being the sheriff, the

 3   school board, parish government

 4   and the case of municipality,

 5   participating municipality.  So

 6   it's a significant change, and

 7   when revenues began to flow to

 8   the community from year eleven to

 9   year six to now proposed that the

10   community impacted by the

11   investment would begin to receive

12   revenues in year one.

13       Finally, the important

14   element of the local voice, and

15   these characteristics that are

16   represented in the proposed rule

17   changes don't change.

18   Accountability feature that was

19   placed into this by the Governor

20   remains the same represented by

21   Exhibit A, the agreement, and

22   also the local voice as to

23   choosing whether to participate

24   in the abatement or not remains

25   with those governmental agencies.
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 1   What changes is the process.

 2   Previous to now, this board was

 3   accepted completed applications

 4   which included both Exhibit A and

 5   Exhibit B.  Exhibit B being the

 6   grouping of adopted resolutions

 7   coming from the school board, the

 8   parish government and a letter

 9   indicating support or not support

10   from the sheriff.  At that point

11   the local government agencies

12   were required to evaluate and

13   then pass or not pass a

14   resolution of support.

15       In the new set of rules, the

16   Board of Commerce and Industry

17   backed by the LEDC staff will

18   fully evaluate all of the

19   proposals as we have in the past,

20   and they will include Exhibit A,

21   and then this board will then

22   provide what I will refer to as

23   initial approval.  In other

24   words, the approval of board

25   after review that the proposed
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 1   investment meets the

 2   qualifications manufacturing job

 3   creation or retention, etc., and

 4   then we would provide immediate

 5   notice to all of the impacted

 6   agencies and include a new

 7   addition on that list of

 8   notification to the assessors.

 9       Upon notification, the local

10   governmental agency has 30 days

11   in which to act if they seek to

12   have discourse regarding

13   consideration of this they can

14   move to have it placed on their

15   agenda within a 30 day timeframe

16   which should allow for the normal

17   cycle of public meeting for that

18   governmental agency and then

19   should the item be placed on the

20   agenda at the following meeting,

21   they will vote the request for

22   exemption up or down.

23       In this way within 60 days,

24   LEDC, the corporation, the public

25   know what the outcome of the
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 1   proposed exemption is.  In fact,

 2   if no action is taken by any of

 3   the governmental agencies then it

 4   indicates their support, and

 5   within 30 days it is possible to

 6   communicate that certainty of the

 7   exemption to a corporation.

 8       The communities and

 9   governmental agencies can rely on

10   the evaluation and the

11   qualification of the program

12   coming to them for consideration

13   as it is pass muster both with

14   LEDC and Board of Commerce and

15   Industry, so we're trying to

16   place the evaluation process, the

17   analysis process in the hands of

18   the professionals and simply

19   allow the local communities to

20   determine whether or not they

21   choose to participate in the

22   abatement.

23       That is the general rundown

24   of the proposed rules.  Certainly

25   if there are more technical
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 1   questions we'll be prepared to

 2   entertain those from you today,

 3   but they have been provided at

 4   the opportunitylouisiana.com

 5   website, and you can click there

 6   to see a marked up set of the

 7   rules for those that would seek

 8   to have specific technical

 9   questions resolved.

10       In a moment I will open up

11   the first opportunity for

12   comments and questions by the

13   board, but I would like to take

14   this moment to read into the

15   record the receipt of written

16   communications that have come to

17   the Department expressing support

18   for these proposed rule changes.

19   Each one of these letters

20   indicates support and urges the

21   Board of Commerce and Industry to

22   adopt these rules.  A number of

23   them also suggest changes that

24   they would like to see in the

25   future.  I believe that a well
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 1   run organization should always be

 2   reviewing its programs, and so I

 3   would hope that we would continue

 4   to consider changes to programs,

 5   and that includes continue review

 6   and possible revision in the

 7   future of this, but I would also

 8   be mindful that we have a

 9   carefully crafted compromise of

10   many good ideas and suggestions

11   that is on the table today and

12   that what I will call this

13   program is ITEP 2.0 in that it's

14   the next version following the

15   Governor's executive order, and

16   that in the future you would

17   propose revisions to this set of

18   rules, and I would call that ITEP

19   3.0, so with that said, again, a

20   number of these organizations may

21   have included comments that I

22   would attribute to ITEP 3.0, but

23   these are all inclusive of

24   language that says I urge the

25   Board of Commerce and Industry to
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 1   adopt these proposed rules as

 2   soon as possible.

 3       I will now read these into

 4   the record and we will have the

 5   written copies available.  We're

 6   going to put them together

 7   electronically into a PDF file

 8   and they will be available for

 9   inspection, and they will be

10   provided as appropriate in

11   compliance with the

12   Administrative Procedures Act as

13   well.

14       A reminder that this doesn't

15   end the period for written

16   comments.  We will continue to

17   receive those through 22 June.

18       I will now quickly read

19   through these.  In support,

20   Greater New Orleans Inc., Michael

21   Heck.  Mayor Steven Nosacka, Town

22   of Gramercy. Committee of 100,

23   Michael Olivier.  Parish of St.

24   James, Parish President Timothy

25   Roussell.  Glen Waguespack,
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 1   Assessor.  George Nassif (ph),

 2   school board President.  Willie

 3   Martin, sheriff.  Ed Shane,

 4   superintendent.  And Ryan Loch,

 5   council chair.  Greater Bossier

 6   Economic Development Foundation,

 7   David Rocket.  Committee of 100,

 8   Board of Directors, Shreveport

 9   Bossier, Reginald Abrams.

10   Southern Credit, Jessie

11   Broderick.  Southwest Economic

12   Development Alliance, George

13   Swift.  Wayne Brown.  Chairman of

14   the Board, Brown Builders.  Frank

15   Fink representing the St. Mary

16   Parish government.  World Trade

17   Center, New Orleans, Catelyn

18   Cain, executive director.  Thomas

19   Spears, chairman.  Eddie Hayes,

20   co-chair policy committee. Ben

21   Billings, co-chair policy

22   committee.  Didier Consultant,

23   Dale Powers, Madison Parish Port.

24   Patrick Murphy, South Louisiana

25   economic council.  Vic Lafont,
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 1   Caddo Parish school board. Steve

 2   Rail.  Solutions through Science,

 3   Jude Norton.  Louisiana Ammonia

 4   Producers, Dwayne Lee.  St.

 5   Charles Parish, Felicia Gomez

 6   Walker, superintendent. Greg

 7   Champagne, sheriff.  Larry

 8   Cochran, parish president.

 9   Economic development.  Michael

10   Tomlinson, port of south

11   Louisiana.  Paul Aucoin, river

12   region Chamber of Commerce.  Kim

13   Bourgeois chairman of the board,

14   Louisiana Industrial Development

15   Executive Association, Wanda

16   Curiole.  Dow Chemical, Tommy

17   Fourcier.  ExxonMobil, Malory

18   Leblanc.  Louisiana resident,

19   Gloria McConnor.  Didier

20   Consultants, Rhonda Boatner.

21   ExxonMobil Fuels and Lubricants,

22   Sherry Evans.  Louisiana

23   residents, Dick Talbot.

24   ExxonMobil Baton Rouge complex,

25   Meredith Meaux.  ExxonMobil, Troy
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 1   Carter. Advanced consulting,

 2   James Leonard, Don Alison.

 3   ExxonMobil Employee Tray Ball.

 4   Chairman Baton Rouge north

 5   economic development district,

 6   Ronald Smith.  East Baton Rouge

 7   Parish President.  Northeast

 8   Louisiana Economic Alliance,

 9   Tenner Rachelle.  Greater Baton

10   Rouge Industry Alliance ISC

11   Constructors, LLC, Collins Rang,

12   Vice-President.  Mike Thomas

13   senior vice president of the

14   north American operation.

15   Central Louisiana economic

16   development alliance, Jim

17   Clinton.  Tangipahoa economic

18   foundation, Cangelosi.  Louisiana

19   chemical association, Greg

20   Bowser.  IOP Constructors,

21   Michael Akey.  Ascension Parish

22   Economic Development Corporation,

23   Kate McArthur.  Regional economic

24   alliance of Louisiana, Jim

25   Clinton, chairman.  Baton Rouge
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 1   area chamber, central Louisiana

 2   economic development authority,

 3   Greater New Orleans, Inc.

 4   Northeast Louisiana Economic

 5   Alliance, One Acadiana, south

 6   Louisiana economic counsel,

 7   southwest Louisiana chamber.

 8   Louisiana Association of Business

 9   and Industry, Waguespack.

10   ExxonMobil, Pam Key.  Louisiana

11   resident, Kimberly Paul,

12   Louisiana resident, Herbert

13   Vanhorn.  Louisiana resident,

14   Dustin Speck.  Louisiana

15   resident, Stephanie Campbell.

16   Louisiana resident, Jason

17   Campbell.  Louisiana resident,

18   Richard Tullis. Louisiana

19   resident, Jilian Schuler.

20   Louisiana resident, Earl Himel.

21   Louisiana resident, Matthew

22   Hammond.  Louisiana resident,

23   Dillon Cramer.  Louisiana

24   resident, Jona Lee.  Louisiana

25   resident, Ryan Canal.  Louisiana
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 1   resident, Donna Ray.  Louisiana

 2   resident, Anna Thomas.  Louisiana

 3   resident, Barbara Becoram.

 4   Louisiana resident, Chad Aspears.

 5   Louisiana resident, Eric

 6   Volinseo. Louisiana resident,

 7   John Big.  Louisiana resident,

 8   Scott Brown.  Louisiana resident,

 9   Danny Bouion.  Louisiana

10   resident, Douglas Melancon.

11   Louisiana resident, Ryan

12   Whittington. Louisiana resident,

13   Charles Dabney.  Louisiana

14   resident, Jason Ansley.

15   Louisiana resident, Stephanie

16   Cargile.  Louisiana resident,

17   James Labong.  Louisiana

18   resident, Jody Britt.  Louisiana

19   resident, Michael Copski.

20   Louisiana resident, Cliff Mount.

21   Louisiana resident, Leo Chapel.

22   Louisiana resident, Kathy

23   Galliano.  Louisiana resident,

24   Gloria Maconda.  Louisiana

25   resident, Cheryl Bian. And
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 1   Louisiana resident, Kevin

 2   Bergeron.

 3       Those are the organizations,

 4   individuals, elected officials

 5   that have -- during this first 30

 6   day timeframe from the 25th of

 7   April when the rules were posted

 8   have reviewed and expressed

 9   support, and, again, I would

10   indicate that as you review

11   letters you will likely see on a

12   number of them that they do have

13   suggestions for ITEP 3.0, but at

14   this time urge the board to adopt

15   the rules as proposed.

16       That concludes the reading of

17   the written comments into the

18   record that we have received so

19   far at LED, and at this time I

20   would entertain comments and

21   questions by the board.

22       MR. WINDHAM:

23       Thank you, Mr. Secretary.  Do

24   any of the board members have

25   questions of the secretary
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 1   concerning the proposed changes?

 2       MR. JONES:

 3       One question.  Mr. Pierson,

 4   you had mentioned that the rules

 5   will allow for municipality which

 6   may be in the parish to weigh in

 7   on the issues, and I should know

 8   the answer to this and I do not.

 9   If a municipality is not

10   receiving ad valorem taxes do

11   they have the ability to have a

12   say in that matter or only those

13   municipalities that have passed

14   and receiving ad valorem taxes.

15       MR. PIERSON:

16       The exemption is focused on

17   millage's, so if the municipality

18   received no millage's, it would

19   be my understanding they would

20   not be a requirement for the

21   process.

22       MR. JONES:

23       Thank you.

24       MR. WINDHAM:

25       Any other questions by any of
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 1   the board members? I believe this

 2   is a good move in the right

 3   direction.  I believe the changes

 4   that are being proposed will

 5   provide the ability for entities

 6   to make calculated decisions and

 7   at least put into the equation an

 8   answer so that Louisiana can

 9   compete across a variety of

10   industries.  I think parts of the

11   past have been some of the

12   uncertainty for the industries as

13   they move forward with the

14   project, and many of us know that

15   have done this, Economic

16   Development for a very long time,

17   it is an elimination process, so

18   as projects are considered by

19   businesses and industries, we

20   want to make sure that we stay on

21   the list, and the Governor's

22   office believe this is a good

23   move.  It does allow entities to

24   receive dollars into the coffers

25   when project is announced in the
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 1   beginning as opposed to waiting

 2   until the six years, as the

 3   secretary mentioned.  It provides

 4   a much thinned down legal

 5   document that we believe in

 6   reading it and from some of the

 7   attorneys that I have spoken with

 8   makes it a little more streamline

 9   so that it doesn't have some of

10   the ancillary requirements that

11   may have been required before

12   just to be in compliance with the

13   document, you know, being a CPA,

14   so that is a really good thing in

15   there and it still gives the

16   locals the opportunity to express

17   their voice.  It's just not on

18   the front end.  It's after the

19   professionals, the companies, the

20   state have come together and

21   determine that the project is a

22   good investment from the state's

23   perspective.  The economic

24   development -- developers at the

25   local level bring these projects
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 1   to the communities and they are

 2   the experts in that area.  So the

 3   other elected officials may not

 4   have the experienced background

 5   to make those decisions, so now

 6   we're just lending a local

 7   expertise, Board of Commerce and

 8   Industry's input and voice into

 9   the project and then giving the

10   locals the ability to voice their

11   approval or disapproval, but it's

12   given the companies a timeline

13   that they can work with.  So

14   kudos to the staff for those

15   pulling these kind of rules

16   together.  It is a compromise

17   from where we were before.

18       Any other questions or

19   comments from the board members?

20   All right.  If there are any

21   members of the public who have

22   not submitted a card, I encourage

23   you to do so now so we can make

24   sure we hear your comments.  You

25   can give them to Melissa or to
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 1   Tham or to anyone on the front

 2   row here on the right hand side.

 3       With that, we'll open this up

 4   to the -- for the comments on the

 5   rules.

 6       First I would like to invite

 7   Mr. Jim Patterson representing

 8   LABI.  And I guess part of the

 9   process here is so I don't have

10   to read everything and we don't

11   want to be repetitive.  I will

12   invite your name up and you come

13   up and tell us who you represent

14   and what your comments are.  If

15   possible, please keep it to three

16   minutes.  With modern technology,

17   I can count.  All right. Please,

18   Mr. Patterson.

19       MR. PATTERSON:

20       Thank you, Chairman Windham,

21   and Mr. Secretary, members of the

22   committee, I am Jim Patterson.  I

23   am with Louisiana Association of

24   Business and Industry known as

25   LABI.  I serve as Vice President
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 1   of government relations and tax

 2   counsel director. I want to begin

 3   by thanking the secretary for

 4   having reached out to us as well

 5   as others within the business

 6   community to solicit our input

 7   regarding the program and the

 8   need for changes to include that

 9   program.  We were -- pretty sure

10   that's not three minutes.

11       MR. WINDHAM:

12       No.  That's not.  Sorry.

13       MR. JONES:

14       Technology is good.  User,

15   maybe not so good.

16       MR. WINDHAM:

17       We'll add a few more seconds.

18       MR. PATTERSON:

19       I appreciate that.  A little

20   extra time at they say in soccer.

21   So we very much appreciate the

22   secretary for giving us this

23   opportunity for input.  We do

24   believe that these changes are

25   going to improve the way that the
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 1   program operates and make it more

 2   attractive to certain industries,

 3   and we very much want to

 4   congratulate you on bringing us

 5   to this point.

 6       As you have indicated, there

 7   is a desire for more change.  We

 8   did submit a number of pages

 9   worth of changes that we thought

10   needed to be made, many of which

11   are not part of these changes,

12   and we understand those reasons,

13   but do look forward to working

14   with the secretary, the

15   administration, the board to

16   continue to improve the program

17   and make it more palatable to the

18   manufacturers.

19       We are concerned that with

20   the economic vibrance in our

21   country that Louisiana may not be

22   properly positioned to be a part

23   of that, and we don't want to

24   lose that opportunity, and we

25   think that this is an important
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 1   step in that direction.  We hope

 2   to work with the legislature as

 3   regards to changes coming forth

 4   to make sure that we do no harm

 5   in terms of the attractiveness of

 6   our state to business development

 7   expansion to the growth of jobs.

 8   That is what we want to see

 9   happen.  We believe that this is

10   a good first step.  And, again,

11   commend you, Mr. Secretary.  We

12   thank you, the board, for

13   deliberating this, and we look

14   forward to, as I said, working

15   with you as we endeavor to

16   continue to improve this program.

17   Thank you.

18       MR. WINDHAM:

19       Thank you, Mr. Patterson.

20   Next we'll have Dale Powers.  All

21   right. Thank you.  Next we'll

22   have Tyler Gray.  Tyler Gray in

23   the audience.

24       MR. GRAY:

25       Right here.  Good morning.
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 1   Mr. Secretary, Board of Commerce

 2   and Industry members, my name is

 3   Tyler Gray.  I'm the general

 4   counsel for the Louisiana Mid

 5   Continent Oil and Gas

 6   Association. Our membership

 7   represents both refiners and L&G

 8   companies in the state, and I am

 9   here today, and I do apologize

10   for not submitting a comment

11   beforehand, but I do have a

12   letter that I would like to enter

13   into the record that basically

14   says we want to please urge

15   you-all to adopt these rules as

16   fast as possible.  We do

17   recognize that there is an

18   opportunity to improve at some

19   places and we will submit

20   additional comments asking for

21   clarification in some areas of

22   the rules, but at this point we

23   do ask and urge you to adopt them

24   as soon as possible. Thanks so

25   much.
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 1       MR. WINDHAM:

 2       Thank you, Mr. Gray.  Next we

 3   have Douglas Melancon.

 4       MR. MELANCON:

 5       Good morning.  Douglas

 6   Melancon.  ExxonMobil employee.

 7   I work in the environment group

 8   at the Baton Rouge complex.  I'm

 9   a lifelong Louisiana resident.

10   Graduated from LSU, stayed in

11   Baton Rouge. My wife is a teacher

12   in the East Baton Rouge school

13   system.  I live in Mid City and

14   I've raised two kids in Baton

15   Rouge and we are proud to be from

16   Baton Rouge.  I urge you to

17   support LED's new guidelines.

18   This will encourage economic

19   development and make for a

20   predictable stable tax climate,

21   which is a key consideration for

22   companies considering future

23   investments.  Continue economic

24   growth and prosperity depends on

25   a business environment that
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 1   encourages capital investment and

 2   creates jobs.  I want Louisiana's

 3   economy to prosper and grow.

 4   ExxonMobil recently announced a

 5   $50 billion in plan investments

 6   for the Gulf Coast.  I want those

 7   investments and opportunities to

 8   come here to Baton Rouge.  I want

 9   to stay in Baton Rouge and I want

10   my children to stay in Baton

11   Rouge.  We have to be -- we have

12   to be strategic.  We have to be

13   competitive now to allow for

14   future growth and success.

15   Consider the jobs currently

16   created by ExxonMobil investments

17   in our area.  Greater than 6,900

18   full time Exxon employees and

19   contractors consider the jobs

20   created by those jobs.  These

21   jobs are the fuel that drive the

22   Baton Rouge economy.

23       Lastly, as a employee and

24   someone's whose entire career has

25   been spent in the environmental
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 1   regulatory world, ExxonMobil is

 2   committed to being a good source

 3   of the environment.  We

 4   understand our responsibility to

 5   this community and our commitment

 6   to our right to operate.  Thank

 7   you.

 8       MR. WINDHAM:

 9       Thank you, Mr. Melancon.

10   Next we have David Hunagriff.

11       MR. FINK:

12       I am sorry I couldn't open

13   before the day -- I am Frank

14   Fink.  I'm the Director of

15   Economic Development for St. Mary

16   Parish, and so I do appreciate

17   the fact you did send Don a

18   comment letter already and in

19   general we have some agreement,

20   but we also have -- we are going

21   to ask the board to consider

22   maybe some other things within

23   the new rules.

24       We do agree that the fact

25   that you shortened Exhibit A
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 1   going down to 13 pages that we

 2   hope that you will continue to

 3   shorten that because we may have

 4   Industrial Tax Exemption projects

 5   with about 700,010 employees and

 6   even the 13 page document would

 7   be overwhelming to them, so we

 8   hope that you consider shortening

 9   that up.  The proposal to adjust

10   the level, and the terms and the

11   magnitude is fine with us, we

12   don't have a problem with that.

13   The request we have is why now do

14   we have a top down process that's

15   proposed by the department -- by

16   the department and the C&I board.

17   The parish is a political

18   subdivision that offers the

19   Industrial Tax Exemption to

20   manufacturers as it is set.  If

21   the benefits of that project in

22   our parish is seeking incentives

23   itself, we take a positive look

24   at it.  Regardless of the state

25   still benefits from the
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 1   manufacturing expansion through

 2   sales tax and income tax

 3   collections, the proposed process

 4   does not recognize parish

 5   leadership by going around parish

 6   President directly to the parish

 7   taxing authority.  So what

 8   suggestions would we like to make

 9   to you.  We'd like you to

10   consider that the parishes have a

11   local option to determine

12   expansion in your parish.  The

13   state will still have the

14   responsibility to produce Exhibit

15   A and to monitor the process.  90

16   percent of the Industrial Tax

17   Exemption projects begin at the

18   parish level.  The parish will

19   evaluate the benefits to the

20   incentive and the expansion as

21   positive.  We will get our taxing

22   authorities to sign off and send

23   this to LEDC.  This could take

24   off a lot of time in the process

25   and if LEDC approves of what we
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 1   do in the Exhibit A is put in

 2   place, we can go right ahead with

 3   the C&I board approval and send

 4   it on to the Governor for his

 5   signature.

 6       In St. Mary Parish, taxing

 7   authorities have granted

 8   authority by resolution to the

 9   parish President to act on their

10   behalf if the parish level

11   benefits exceed the incentive

12   offer for the project and the

13   parish President must inform and

14   discuss with each taxing

15   authorities designee.  In

16   economic development terms, the

17   benefits of the project. Other

18   parishes may have similar systems

19   in place or develop a local

20   option to facilitate, grant them

21   the Industrial Tax Exemption.  If

22   offering is not satisfactory let

23   us suggest that the local option

24   be considered for all projects

25   that qualify for ITEP with a
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 1   capital investment below $10

 2   million.  This will alleviate the

 3   burden of the secretary and the

 4   C&I board of dealing with a much

 5   smaller ITEP proposals.  Thank

 6   you.

 7       MR. WINDHAM:

 8       Thank you, Mr. Fink.

 9       MR. HUNAGRIFF:

10       Thank you, sir. Thank you

11   secretary.  My name is David

12   Hunagriff.  I'm St. Mary Parish

13   President, and like Mr. Fink said

14   prior to that, in 2016 the

15   Governor signed the executive

16   order and I thought it was a good

17   thing.  Having local input into

18   the process, which was tremendous

19   especially how we are truly the

20   one that are truly affected by

21   this.  But in doing so I

22   recognize right off the bat the

23   pitfalls that we're dealing with.

24   As a businessman, I cringe at the

25   thought of my company or any
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 1   other company having to go

 2   between -- before each of these

 3   tax entities and have to sit and

 4   ask permission to get that

 5   exemption because even through

 6   this process as Frank Fink

 7   mentioned, it becomes more beyond

 8   the merits of what your review --

 9   the process of the application

10   which of -- of which you are

11   requiring, it becomes political,

12   so what we did was we went to

13   each and every taxing entity. The

14   five cities in St. Mary Parish;

15   the school board and sheriff and

16   the city and parish council, and

17   out of that the total of 48

18   individuals and only one voted

19   against it.  They all gave me the

20   authority to use their authority

21   in deciding this, and, again, why

22   is this important because it

23   streamlines the process.  It's

24   the best of both worlds.  It

25   brings it to the local level and
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 1   in that resolution I am required

 2   to discuss and inform each

 3   entity's designee, so everyone is

 4   going to be informed what is

 5   going on and instead of this

 6   process taking 60 days, we can do

 7   it in 14.

 8       So I suggest looking forward

 9   trying to combine the two, and

10   parishes that have resource,

11   parishes that are actually doing

12   what St. Mary Parish did can

13   streamline the process, getting

14   everyone on board, give that

15   authority to the Parish President

16   and with that parish having the

17   resources to their own analysis

18   at a certain level like Mr. Frank

19   mentioned, pick a number, ten

20   million, five million, allow us

21   to start the process from the

22   bottom up and continue this so we

23   can streamline for businesses.

24   Thank you.

25       MR. WINDHAM:
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 1       Thank you, sir.  Next we have

 2   Robert Berg.

 3       MR. BERG:

 4       Ditto.

 5       MR. WINDHAM:

 6       Thank you. Next we have Chad

 7   Istre.

 8       MR. ISTRE:

 9       Good morning, everyone.  I

10   like to say as Robert said ditto

11   and I am so happy this morning.

12   I'm Chad Istre.  I'm an

13   ExxonMobil Employee for 20 years.

14   I am a 10th generation

15   Louisianian married to an 8th

16   generation Louisianian with two

17   Louisianian children and would

18   love to stay here. I'm so

19   pleased.  Secretary Pierson what

20   you said, there is one foot that

21   sticks with me, not every change

22   is an improvement but every

23   improvement requires a change, I

24   love what you said.  Every

25   organization needs to look at
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 1   itself and make itself

 2   continually better.  I make

 3   mistakes every day.  I need to

 4   keep doing better and better

 5   until we get to eternity.  And

 6   Chairman Windham, I like what you

 7   said that this is good

 8   compromise. So I would say ditto.

 9   I'm pleased with what y'all are

10   doing.  I think some things in

11   life work, some things don't. And

12   I tell the story that when this

13   happened in 1936 when this was

14   first passed, and I asked people

15   and sometimes they know and

16   sometimes they don't. If

17   something is going on in the

18   world in 1936 there is a big

19   demand for fuel across the world.

20   Does anybody know what it was?

21   World War II, right.  And our

22   grandparents and great

23   grandparents passed this tax

24   referral program to attract

25   business to give generational
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 1   jobs here in Louisiana.  Four of

 2   the five ExxonMobil facilities

 3   that have never been built here

 4   if it weren't for that case.

 5   Picked up in 1963 where we would

 6   have got Disney World but so be

 7   it and let's not do that again.

 8   80 years later when it is

 9   overturned this is a compromise

10   to get it back.  Maybe this is

11   2.0 and maybe some day we can get

12   that to 3.0.  One of these boards

13   put together that we're now 12th

14   best in manufacturing

15   friendliness.  We used to be No.

16   1.  Who goes for the record?  Who

17   goes to the 12th car dealership

18   to get the 12th best deal and is

19   happy about it.  It's the same as

20   losing 11 times over.  Let's put

21   Louisiana first again.  Thank

22   you. Ditto.  I appreciate you.

23       MR. WINDHAM:

24       Thank you.  Next we have

25   Alexis Hector.

0047

 1       MS. HECTOR:

 2       Ditto.

 3       MR. WINDHAM:

 4       Thank you.  Ms. Diane Haley

 5   or Hadley?

 6       MS. HANLEY:

 7       Hanley.

 8       MR. WINDHAM:

 9       Hanley.  I am so sorry.

10       MS. HANLEY:

11       My name is Diane Hanley and I

12   really appreciate having these

13   three minutes, and I thank you

14   for telling me that you value my

15   opinion.  You are going to hear a

16   lot of different opinions from

17   mine, and so I would really like

18   mine in the record. I'm hoping

19   that you know the story of the

20   Emperors New Clothes, and if you

21   don't, I would tell you to please

22   read it tonight because this is

23   what is happening here today.  We

24   are exposing ourselves to a story

25   that has been told for 80 years
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 1   and we are having something woven

 2   for us that is telling us that

 3   there are jobs being created

 4   through ITEP.  These companies

 5   are creating jobs and I'm glad

 6   they have jobs but the way these

 7   rules are written, it is saying

 8   that whether there are jobs or

 9   not, come on in and we'll give

10   you a break.  30 hours of work

11   for one week and we counted.

12   That's what's going on here

13   today.  So I want you to know

14   when you read the story of the

15   Emperors New Clothes and you

16   think about that child that comes

17   forward and says, the Emperor has

18   no clothes, that's the citizens

19   of the state who are waking up.

20   I know there are experts in the

21   field.  The experts are very

22   happy with these rules and there

23   is a reason and they will come

24   again and again.  I'm not sure

25   who the compromise was with but
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 1   it wasn't with me because I can

 2   show you over and over again

 3   where these rules continue the

 4   status quo.  It's not changing

 5   things.  If this is a requirement

 6   of jobs then the jobs will show

 7   up and we will see them, but if

 8   you have to write the rules in a

 9   way so that it is so vague about

10   new jobs coming along, we want

11   ten year jobs.  We want jobs that

12   are going to last at least as

13   long as the exemptions, and these

14   are saying that they can have

15   jobs that are, you know, 30 hours

16   a week for one week, one month is

17   what this stands for, so I want

18   us to really consider what is the

19   truth of what is going on here

20   and to stop seeing things as if

21   they are clothes on us when they

22   are not.

23       I think we are allowing the

24   proposed rules to create zero

25   real jobs and growth and even job
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 1   cuts disguised as job gains.  I

 2   want y'all to look at this

 3   honestly.  The experts keep

 4   telling us this is what you see,

 5   this is what you see, but what

 6   we're doing is exposing our

 7   Emperor to what is not real.  You

 8   will have the testimony and you

 9   can ask for more testimony about

10   what is really happening here.

11   Our recommendation is that the

12   revised rules should establish

13   clear stipulations for contract

14   labor, requiring that it be

15   counted on a full time equivalent

16   ten year basis to close the

17   phantom job loophole.  We're also

18   asking that there be real

19   established return on investment

20   analysis that, Mr. Pierson, we

21   appreciate your 28 years of

22   service and the knowledge you

23   have in your heart and your head

24   but you may not be here forever

25   and we need to have these rules,
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 1   these analysis come from the

 2   experts that will corroborate

 3   your statements of history and

 4   knowledge, and we appreciate you

 5   giving us that, but we want

 6   analysis that will be in

 7   statements that will be written

 8   that we can look at ourselves.

 9   If you are telling the locals you

10   are going to give it to us, give

11   it to us.  We're asking for it.

12   We don't want it just being told

13   to us.  As locals, as citizens

14   we're learning what we need to

15   learn about this ITEP program and

16   we're going to be calling out

17   that the Emperor has new clothes

18   when the Emperor has new clothes,

19   and we ask you as people who are

20   policymakers to look at this more

21   carefully, more closely and at

22   the analysis that we at Together

23   Louisiana are putting forth.

24   Thank you very much.

25       MR. WINDHAM:
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 1       Thank you, Ms. Hanley.  Mr.

 2   Roger Bagert.

 3       MR. BAGERT:

 4       Good morning.  My name is

 5   Roger Bagert representing

 6   Together Louisiana.  After you

 7   read the Emperors New Clothes I

 8   encourage you to read the

 9   proposed rules.

10       We don't have a problem with

11   the elements of this agreement of

12   policy choices made by the rules.

13   That's not what I want to testify

14   to today.  We commented ourselves

15   to that.  It's to drafting

16   choices or errors that muddy and

17   confuse things.  The -- the sense

18   of urgency is real and it's

19   around the need for certainty and

20   clear expectations, and that's

21   not a need shared only by

22   applicant companies in the

23   business community.  We all feel

24   that.  We all want this thing to

25   be settled.  But if there are
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 1   areas of ambiguity that will not

 2   only maintain but enhance

 3   uncertainty then the process of

 4   rushing this through to get it

 5   done in August instead of

 6   September won't meet the goal of

 7   certainty, it will increase

 8   uncertainty.

 9       Give you three examples.  On

10   the first page of the rules it

11   talks about when the new rules

12   are meant to apply and it says --

13   this is under C3.  It says, first

14   that after June 24, 2016 but

15   before June -- July 1, 2018 the

16   applicant has the option of

17   choosing between the rules

18   promulgated on June of 2017 or

19   the current rules that are about

20   to be promulgated, and the next

21   sentence says that applications

22   within advanced notice filed

23   after June 24th but before

24   October -- June 24, 2016 but

25   before October 21, 2016 thou
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 1   shall be subject to the rules on

 2   June 20, 2017.  The second subset

 3   is contained within the first, so

 4   now we have a shall that is

 5   directly in contradiction with

 6   the previous sentence.  That

 7   wouldn't increase certainty, that

 8   will increase uncertainty and

 9   probably legal litigation.

10       Second around jobs, in the

11   Enterprise Zone Program jobs are

12   admirably defined.  It says we

13   are going to establish a baseline

14   based on a 12 month prior

15   history.  The current standard

16   for jobs includes job retention,

17   and here is what qualifies for

18   job retention, any investment,

19   quote, to employ best practice or

20   innovative state of the art

21   technology, any investment to

22   increase maximum capacity or

23   efficiency that is any investment

24   ever made because why would you

25   make an investment except to
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 1   increase your maximum capacity.

 2   Once that loophole is created

 3   around retention, any job that's

 4   at least 30 hours that doesn't

 5   have a specified term, so if I

 6   hire somebody for a week but I

 7   haven't specified it's a week,

 8   under these rules can be made and

 9   understood to apply as equivalent

10   to a ten year full time job.

11   It's no longer a question of

12   whether that interpretation will

13   be made, it is being made.

14   Applications that have been

15   submitted to the Board of

16   Commerce and Industry already

17   include an -- I'm not going to

18   name the company because it's

19   beside the point here today, but

20   it's a public record, include job

21   creation of 257 new jobs since

22   December of 2017 to March of 2018

23   when there has been no new

24   hiring.

25       What's happening, contract
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 1   jobs are being counted on an

 2   apples to apples basis when it's

 3   not apples to apples it's apples

 4   to oranges.

 5       Finally, there is a

 6   requirement for return on

 7   investment statement that was

 8   originally put into the executive

 9   order in the rules promulgated in

10   June of 2017.  It is the position

11   of LEDC as expressed in an e-mail

12   to us through their executive

13   counsel that this return on

14   investment statement is not

15   required to be written or formal.

16   That it can be eyeballed.  That

17   it can be judged by the

18   experience and intuition of the

19   secretary.  We think that's an

20   untamable position.  We think

21   that is not a sound basis by

22   which to establish whether to

23   grant public resources for

24   private purposes, and we think

25   it's the responsibility of this
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 1   board to clarify that a return on

 2   investment statement must be

 3   based on a return on investment

 4   analysis that is both written and

 5   formal.  Thank you.

 6       MR. WINDHAM:

 7       Thank you, Mr. Bagert.  Next

 8   we have Traci --

 9       MS. GREEN:

10       Green.

11       MR. WINDHAM:

12       Green. I'm sorry.

13       MS. GREEN:

14       Ditto to supporting LED.

15       MR. WINDHAM:

16       Thank you, ma'am.  Jasmine

17   Payne.

18       MS. PAYNE:

19       Ditto.

20       MR. WINDHAM:

21       Thank you, Jasmine.  David

22   Parker.

23       MR. PARKER:

24       I support ITEP.  Thank you.

25       MR. WINDHAM:
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 1       Thank you.  Deborah Meaux.

 2   Please, behind the -- yeah.

 3   Thank you.

 4       MS. MEAUX:

 5       Good morning. I am Debbie

 6   Meaux.  I'm President of the

 7   Louisiana Association of Educator

 8   and I have been in education for

 9   43 years.

10       First, thank you for allowing

11   me to speak.  I am here today to

12   ask this board to consider the

13   negative impact of making local

14   school ad valorem tax money a

15   phantom promise leaving our

16   school system struggling to

17   provide the needs of children and

18   school employees why we continue

19   to keep wealthy corporate

20   companies from paying their

21   constitutional ad valorem taxes

22   to help support community

23   services and schools.  I ask this

24   board to remove school districts

25   from the ITEP completely.
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 1   Schools should not bear the

 2   burden and the harmful effects

 3   incurred through the non-payment

 4   of tax money sorely needed by

 5   every school district to pay the

 6   employees, build or refurbish

 7   school buildings and most

 8   importantly give students

 9   resources needed to become

10   successful in life.  Louisiana is

11   the only state in the union that

12   shaves away local taxes from

13   schools.  Mississippi doesn't do

14   it.  Texas doesn't do it.

15   Arkansas doesn't do it.  In fact,

16   Louisiana is the only state in

17   the country that raises its much

18   needed tax money to companies

19   that are wealthier and better off

20   than our school districts.

21   Though many will say that the

22   exemption it won't provide much

23   in the way of helping to fill the

24   needs of our school systems, we

25   all have to acknowledge it will
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 1   be more than they correctly

 2   receive.  And in a world of

 3   education every single dollar

 4   counts.

 5       Over time as property returns

 6   to the catch roles, the income

 7   from these ad valorem taxes will

 8   accumulate to provide a growing

 9   dollar amount.  Our children here

10   in East Baton Rouge Parish school

11   district and children in all

12   school districts around the state

13   deserve every dollar we can put

14   to work for them.  Additionally

15   our taxpayers who are always the

16   first that we go to when we need

17   money for our schools deserve a

18   break in the taxes they pay.  If

19   we removed school districts from

20   this tax exemption program all

21   together, we would be giving our

22   tax payers a break in what they

23   have to pay in order to educate

24   their children.  Thank you.

25       MR. WINDHAM:
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 1       Thank you, Ms. Meaux.  Girard

 2   Melancon, CP -- I am sorry, Ph.D.

 3   Sorry, sir.

 4       MR. MELANCON:

 5       I was going to say my brother

 6   is in the room, but he is in New

 7   York City.  Once again, Girard

 8   Melancon. I am not a native

 9   Louisiana, but before I get into

10   that, I'm currently the Executive

11   Director for WorkForce Education

12   at Baton Rouge Community College,

13   and I am also President of the

14   national council for workforce

15   education, so we have a 400

16   member community college

17   workforce develop group that I'm

18   President elect for, and I'm

19   really the envy of a lot of my

20   colleagues on the board.  I also

21   was raised in the State of

22   Illinois.  Funny, my dad is

23   Donald Melancon, which, by the

24   way, he found a stage someplace

25   in the common system of Illinois.
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 1   I'm not sure if there is another

 2   stage village at all, but I was

 3   raised in the State of Illinois,

 4   and growing up there, southeast

 5   Chicago, the rust belt of the

 6   Midwest, and I pray every day,

 7   who my dad was the principal, he

 8   died early, 63, and my mother is

 9   still alive and she was a school

10   teacher of 43 years and she still

11   receives a state pension for

12   however long that is because the

13   state budget of Illinois is

14   horrendous because of no industry

15   and a lot of high migration.

16       I don't want to see that

17   happen here in Baton Rouge.  I

18   also studied in Colorado for

19   seven years.  I was groomed to be

20   a city manager.  I understand the

21   role of ad valorem property tax

22   and how they can fund local

23   communities and systems and so

24   forth.  But without a signal of

25   strong economic development and
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 1   growth, nothing is going to grow.

 2   We are in the workforce.  These

 3   part time jobs I have seen

 4   firsthand, my unit is built

 5   around industry base

 6   certification with the unskilled

 7   worker to a middle skilled

 8   worker.  Our economy is built

 9   around middle skilled jobs.  20

10   percent unskilled, 54 percent

11   currently, 57 percent currently

12   middle skilled. Most of those

13   skills are industrial plants;

14   pipers, welders, instrumentation

15   techs, electricians, and so

16   forth.  Working with Exxon right

17   now for the past four years or

18   so.  We are rating unskilled

19   workers and moving them up in

20   north Baton Rouge community from

21   a laborer blaster painter to a

22   pipe fitter, electrician or

23   welder. We're doing that.  People

24   are growing.

25       This industry -- there is no
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 1   other industry that can do that.

 2   It could be tech jobs and we

 3   could be moving three people at a

 4   time or anything else, mass skill

 5   of movement of population,

 6   industrial skill jobs is where

 7   it's at.

 8       So, in short, I support these

 9   proposed changes and do it

10   quickly.  The globe is watching

11   us.  But to send a message across

12   the globe in that we are truly

13   open for business in Louisiana,

14   and I don't want to be a part of

15   and I really want to sustain from

16   becoming the new rust belt of the

17   south.  Thank you.

18       MR. WINDHAM:

19       Thank you, Dr. Melancon.

20   Brad Allen.  Brad -- I am sorry.

21       MR. ALLEN:

22       Thank you.  My name is Brad

23   Allen. I'm with ExxonMobil.  I am

24   the operations manager at our

25   Baton Rouge polyolefins plant on
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 1   the north side of east Baton

 2   Rouge. You can probably tell from

 3   my accent I was not born here in

 4   Louisiana.  I'm not a 10th

 5   generation but I'm definitely

 6   proud to call it home and I plan

 7   to stay here for many years.  I

 8   am a husband and two children

 9   that I want them to have the

10   opportunity here in Baton Rouge

11   that I have had.

12       I support -- I think it's

13   important to really show support

14   for ITEP here.

15       Chairman Windham, you

16   mentioned earlier about the

17   competitiveness of our state, the

18   true mentality of ITEP.  ITEP for

19   that, so I want to bring that to

20   a project that we're actually

21   considering here in East Baton

22   Rouge.  I think Chad mentioned

23   already that ExxonMobil is

24   looking at a $50 billion worth of

25   investment in the Gulf Coast.
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 1   That's a pretty big number, and

 2   we want a lot of that here in.

 3       MR. WINDHAM:

 4       We want all of it.

 5       MR. ALLEN:

 6       So at the polyolefins plant

 7   we are on that. We are

 8   considering a major investment as

 9   an expansion of polypropylene. So

10   polypropylene, that is a plastic

11   product that goes in everything

12   from food containers to diapers

13   to wipes to medical scrubs to

14   automobiles, right.  And

15   automobiles, that's a product

16   that helps lighten the vehicle

17   with high strength.  Some of our

18   new technologies there.  It

19   actually saves gasoline.  Sounds

20   odd from an ExxonMobil guy saying

21   that statement, right.  But for

22   us to be able to evaluate a

23   project such as that, we have to

24   have regulatory and tax

25   certainty, okay, to remain
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 1   competitive.

 2       So polypropylene is a product

 3   that we make around the globe and

 4   we make it right next door in

 5   Texas as well.  We have to remain

 6   competitive with other states.

 7   We -- when we're looking at a

 8   project like this, I mean, the

 9   amount of incentives that come

10   out of ITEP for us they can make

11   or break that product -- that

12   project, and we want that project

13   right here in our hometown.

14       So with no investment here, I

15   mean, it means no sales tax,

16   right, it means no jobs, it means

17   no increase to the long term

18   income tax base and to the long

19   term income property tax base, so

20   I said personally, I want the

21   company to invest here.  I want

22   jobs here. I want growth here.

23   And I want a brighter future for

24   Baton Rouge and Louisiana. Thank

25   you for your time.
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 1       MR. WINDHAM:

 2       Thank you, Mr. Allen.

 3   Gregory Bowser.  He ditto that.

 4   I'm assuming.  Jessica Pranjic.

 5   Pranjic.  Please correct my

 6   pronunciation.

 7       MS. PRANJIC:

 8       You had it right.  It's

 9   Pranjic.

10       So good morning. My name is

11   Jessica Pranjic.  I am the

12   manager of communications and

13   workforce development with the

14   Greater Baton Rouge Industry

15   Alliance, and I am here today to

16   urge you to support these new

17   guidelines by LEDC, and we do

18   know that ITEP has successfully

19   served as an investment for

20   economic growth in our area, and

21   I would also like -- to this is

22   on multiplier effect on

23   manufacturing that for every one

24   manufacturing job required for a

25   project an additional eight to
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 1   nine jobs beyond just direct

 2   construction and contractor

 3   employment is required to help

 4   support that investment.

 5       I would also like to bring up

 6   the fact that industry in the

 7   capital region does pay two

 8   thirds of all property taxes

 9   again in capital region, so,

10   again, I just want to urge

11   support of these new guidelines

12   to help enhance the

13   predictability for business

14   investment in the future. So,

15   thank you.

16       MR. WINDHAM:

17       Thank you.  Russell

18   Richardson.

19       MR. RICHARDSON:

20       Good morning.  My name is

21   Russell Richardson.  I'm

22   representing the Baton Rouge Area

23   of Chamber. We serve as the

24   economic development organization

25   for the non-parish capital
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 1   region.

 2       ITEP is one of the most

 3   important economic tools that we

 4   use to attract and retain

 5   business in capital region.

 6   Since the executive order was

 7   issued in June 2016 there's been

 8   a great deal of uncertainty and

 9   unpredictability around ITEP.

10   Without much structure and

11   guidelines it's been difficult

12   and local governments to

13   implement the program.  The local

14   process is very widely between

15   the parishes since 2016 and in

16   some cases the program have

17   effectively been brought to a

18   standstill.  These new rules more

19   clearly define the local input.

20   It provides a more simple and

21   straight forward approval

22   process.  Providing a return on

23   investment statement and

24   recommendation to local taxing

25   authorities gives locals the
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 1   information needed to make

 2   responsible decisions for

 3   companies considering investment

 4   in our communities.

 5       On behalf of our organization

 6   and its 1,500 business we

 7   represent, we ask you to adopt

 8   the proposed rules on the fastest

 9   available timeline. These rules

10   are a great step forward in

11   providing a more transparent and

12   predictable program which is key

13   to returning Louisiana and the

14   capital region to a competitive

15   location for new investment.

16   Thank you.

17       MR. WINDHAM:

18       Thank you, Mr. Richardson.

19   Stephanie Cargile.

20       MS. CARGILE:

21       Good morning.  I'm Stephanie

22   Cargile.  I'm the public affairs

23   manager at ExxonMobil, but more

24   importantly I am a lifelong

25   resident of Baton Rouge and
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 1   Louisiana and my great

 2   grandfather help bring standard

 3   oil here to Baton Rouge.  My

 4   great uncle helped Southern

 5   University locate on its current

 6   location.  So I am deeply

 7   committed to the state and I

 8   think what you guys are

 9   considering today, these revised

10   rules is a huge step in the right

11   direction for predictability for

12   us.

13       As you have heard today from

14   several of our employees and from

15   Brad, and you-all know we are

16   considering a major project in

17   Baton Rouge, and we are looking

18   for that predictability to be

19   able to understand the cost of

20   investing in Louisiana versus

21   other places right now.

22       I would like to also say that

23   something that is not often

24   mentioned is what is happening in

25   the Gulf Coast with not just
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 1   Exxon but other industry.  It's a

 2   huge time of growth, and we want

 3   Louisiana to be able to compete

 4   for that growth.  We want more

 5   projects to come here.  Right now

 6   I know a lot of focus is on jobs

 7   and we are at max of simulation.

 8   That means we are hiring to the

 9   top level and we are hiring right

10   here in Baton Rouge but those are

11   going to be for jobs across the

12   Gulf Coast, so those jobs are

13   going to follow where the

14   investment goes.  We want those

15   jobs to stay right here in

16   Louisiana.

17       And the last thing that I

18   will mention is that beyond the

19   direct economic impact that

20   investment can bring and that

21   extends to those contractor jobs

22   to even restaurants that benefit,

23   the local retailers, all of the

24   different suppliers and vendors

25   that benefit from investment.  I
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 1   think we also need to consider

 2   what we can do with our local

 3   communities as a partnership.  A

 4   lot of the rhetoric we have heard

 5   has made economic development a

 6   bad thing and it is not.  It is a

 7   very good thing and our local

 8   communities need to understand

 9   that they can benefit when we

10   bring investment here.  Whether

11   it's the $13 million we were able

12   to get to Louisiana to help our

13   teachers and help our school

14   system.  We're expanding that

15   program this summer to extend to

16   800 teachers.  Investment --

17   project investment brings

18   community investment with it.  We

19   want to do more in north Baton

20   Rouge.  We want to do more for

21   our educators.  We want to do

22   more for our community.

23       So, thank you, this is a

24   great step in the right direction

25   and let's keep moving forward for
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 1   Louisiana.

 2       MR. WINDHAM:

 3       Thank you, Ms. Cargile.  The

 4   next we have Steve Nosacka.

 5       MR. NOSACKA:

 6       Good morning. I am Steve

 7   Nosacka.  I am the public affairs

 8   manager for the town of Gramercy,

 9   and also the grace of being able

10   to serve as mayor the last

11   several years, and also I served

12   St. James Parish as the economic

13   development consultant. I'm here

14   on behalf of our St. James Parish

15   elected officials to encourage

16   you and tell you that we

17   absolutely support these changes

18   especially in the stability that

19   we think this will bring and

20   continue to bring to our economic

21   development and also our

22   community development efforts.

23   We continue to appreciate in

24   value this that the changes --

25   that these changes preserve the
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 1   -- preserve and continue to give

 2   our local stakeholders the final

 3   say in our property tax dollars.

 4   I heard a mayor say before or

 5   several years back at the

 6   capital, you know it's really

 7   troubling when you have to come

 8   to Baton Rouge for your money,

 9   but for all that, which is why I

10   continue to support and encourage

11   you to adopt these changes that

12   allow us to have the final say

13   where our local property tax

14   dollars go.  Again, we thank you

15   for this and God speed to you in

16   your efforts to get it

17   implemented.

18       MR. WINDHAM:

19       Thank you, Mayor Nosacka.

20   Robert Thompson.

21       MR. THOMPSON:

22       My name is Robert Thompson

23   and I am a life long resident of

24   Baton Rouge, and I want to say

25   that the changes that you bring
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 1   forth are headed in the right

 2   direction, but I would request

 3   that you take a look at the

 4   loopholes that Mr. Bagert and the

 5   other lady from Together Baton

 6   Rouge has brought forth as the

 7   loopholes in this -- in these

 8   changes and also Ms. Loop brought

 9   forth the idea of education and

10   exempting East Baton Rouge Parish

11   School Board from the ITEP.  I

12   personally have a daughter who is

13   a school teacher and she taught

14   here in East Baton Rouge Parish

15   for three years and finally had

16   to realize that she couldn't

17   sustain a decent livelihood of

18   her pay.  The teachers here have

19   not received a raise in ten

20   years.  She is in Atlanta now and

21   has received a raise every year

22   she's been there, so I'm

23   requesting those two things that

24   you take a look at the proposed

25   that we brought forward and also
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 1   look at exempting East Baton

 2   Rouge Parish from the rules.

 3   Thank you.

 4       MR. WINDHAM:

 5       Thank you, Mr. Thompson.

 6   That was the last of our comment

 7   cards.  Is anyone else with us

 8   today that would like to step

 9   forward?  Please step forward and

10   fill a card for me afterward. I

11   am sorry. I don't have them. As

12   you said before, our first

13   meeting was seven hours and I

14   want people to have their

15   opportunity to express

16   themselves. So please step

17   forward and fill out the card

18   afterward and if for some reason

19   we don't have it so we have it in

20   the record.

21       MR. SMITH:

22       Ronald Smith.  I'm chairman

23   of the board of the Baton Rouge

24   Economic Development District.  I

25   think she has the card.  And my

0079

 1   executive director here, we were

 2   both -- I could have easily said

 3   ditto but there is a few

 4   exceptions to the ditto.  One is

 5   that we are in support of the

 6   economic development,

 7   particularly and we have been

 8   charged with the function of

 9   developing Baton Rouge north.

10   It's been overlooked.  Economic

11   development is going to --

12   immediately is going to make or

13   break the north Baton Rouge area.

14   I'm a life long resident of Baton

15   Rouge but I did work for General

16   Motors at that time, which is the

17   largest corporation in America.

18   And if anybody knows what

19   happened to General Motors

20   several years ago what happened

21   to the City of Detroit, and I

22   strongly, as Dr. Melancon

23   mentioned, some of the other

24   industries in the rust belt, I

25   would sure not have to leave
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 1   Baton Rouge as I did Detroit due

 2   to the situation that happened

 3   there.

 4       Both my daughters have left

 5   the state because of the lack of

 6   opportunity for them, but also as

 7   we -- in the north Baton Rouge

 8   region, we talked to barbers,

 9   landscapers, all of those people

10   that have not been mentioned

11   here, all of those trickle down

12   jobs that are related to this and

13   not being counted.  I think you

14   have to take those jobs into

15   consideration.  There are two

16   YMCA's in this parish that bear

17   the name of industrial business.

18   Actually, three.  There is on the

19   westbank and there is an

20   ExxonMobil YMCA and it's one of

21   those facilities that have been

22   able to open or operate without

23   the assistance of major millions

24   of dollars in donations to drive

25   summer camps, swim programs and
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 1   the like, so a lot of these

 2   things are not taken into

 3   consideration under the dollars

 4   that are counted, so we are in

 5   support of economic development.

 6   ITEP is just one of those

 7   functions that help bring that

 8   and I would like to yield the

 9   remainder of my time to the

10   executive director.

11       MR. WINDHAM:

12       Thank you, Mr. Smith, but

13   we're going to give you a full

14   three minutes, too.

15       MR. JACOBS:

16       Rinaldi Jacobs.  Of the Baton

17   Rouge North Economic Development

18   District.

19       In 1776 was the birth of this

20   nation. Also at that time Mr.

21   Addis misspoke, the wealth of the

22   nations was also created.  Within

23   the dynamic of this republic and

24   the dynamic of economics both

25   have played an important crucial
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 1   role in the development of this

 2   democracy.  It is without

 3   compromise and with compromise

 4   that this democracy will continue

 5   thus applicable to these rules

 6   while it is very, very important

 7   and we understand we must have a

 8   strong and vibrant democracy.

 9   Equally as important is having a

10   strong economic base for our

11   communities.

12       Many of us have watched the

13   dis -- and you can put whatever

14   you want behind dis in north

15   Baton Rouge.  Disinvestment,

16   disenfranchisement, dis and that

17   as we say in Morgan City where

18   I'm from in south Louisiana.  I

19   work in the oil patch.  I lost a

20   piece of one of my fingers in the

21   oil patch, so I'm very much

22   concerned with how industry

23   treats its citizens.  By the same

24   token those jobs in the oil patch

25   allowed me to get two degrees
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 1   from Southern University.  It

 2   allowed me to come back to

 3   Louisiana and raise my two sons

 4   here as opposed to a state of

 5   Connecticut where we were living

 6   for eight years.  We came back

 7   home.  It is a difficult

 8   challenge sometimes to tell young

 9   people of this generation to

10   stay, raise your children and put

11   them in public schools.  However,

12   my family has made that choice.

13   Not simply because Exxon is

14   there, my kids don't work for

15   those companies but they work for

16   other companies that are equally

17   as important to this city and the

18   stability of this parish.  They

19   both went to public schools and

20   both graduated from Southern

21   University.

22       What's my point?  The

23   industrial base in north Baton

24   Rouge is very, very crucial.

25   Isn't crucial as much as we call
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 1   ourselves the blue collar part of

 2   town as we do the medical parts,

 3   we'll call them the lab coats,

 4   and the downtown and governmental

 5   area we'll just call those white

 6   collar.  No matter which collar

 7   you wear or if you don't wear a

 8   collar at all, we believe that

 9   tax and training of workers is

10   equally as important as anything

11   else, so we as business leaders

12   are constantly bombarded with

13   this stability and

14   predictability, as a business

15   owner we need a stable workforce

16   and we need predictable taxes and

17   we need educated workforce and we

18   need compromise when it's time to

19   compromise.  Compromise usually

20   means, as I was taught as a young

21   political scientist at Southern

22   University, is that nobody gets

23   everything that they want but

24   everybody gets something else

25   that they need, so work the
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 1   rules, ladies and gentlemen, such

 2   that the citizen, their tax

 3   dollar benefit and there is

 4   predictability for bids as well

 5   as the many citizens of this city

 6   and of this state and of north

 7   Baton Rouge specifically, we not

 8   only deserve it, we have to have

 9   it. Thank you very much.

10       MR. WINDHAM:

11       Thank you, sir.  Caroline S.

12   Mays.

13       MS. MAYS:

14       Yes.

15       MR. WINDHAM:

16       Sorry we missed you earlier.

17       MS. MAYS:

18       No problem.  Good morning. My

19   name is Caroline Stampley Mays,

20   and I've held several positions

21   in my 19 years at ExxonMobil, and

22   my current role is project

23   procurement advisor of capital

24   investments to our Baton Rouge

25   complex.
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 1       Baton Rouge is home for me.

 2   I'm a product of the East Baton

 3   Rouge Parish School System,

 4   gifted and talented program.  I

 5   graduated from Scottlandville

 6   Magnet High School engineering

 7   program and I'm an alumna of

 8   Southern University where I

 9   obtained a degree in mechanical

10   engineering.  I, like many of my

11   peers, left Louisiana after

12   graduating and started my

13   professional career with

14   ExxonMobil in Baytown, Texas. I

15   spent just shy of five years away

16   before an opportunity arose,

17   which allowed me to relocate

18   home.  My husband is also a

19   native of Baton Rouge and a

20   physician who completed his

21   training abroad, but returned

22   back home to the community that

23   nursed him during his childhood.

24   My twin babies attend school here

25   and will be starting kindergarten
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 1   in the fall, and my parents,

 2   siblings and inloves {sic} which

 3   I like to call them, my inlaws,

 4   are all here in Baton Rouge as

 5   well.

 6       This proposal that you are

 7   all considering is very personal

 8   to me.  I want to be here.  I

 9   want there to be more opportunity

10   in Baton Rouge so that I can stay

11   here, so that my husband can stay

12   here and so that my kids can stay

13   here, so that engineering

14   students that I recruit at

15   Southern University can stay here

16   and the many kids, especially

17   young girls, that I mentor in the

18   community can stay here as well.

19   The only way to bring opportunity

20   is capital investment, and in

21   order to bring investment, we

22   need predictability.  I strongly

23   ask that you support LEDC

24   proposed new guidelines because

25   zero percent of zero is zero.
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 1   Thank you-all for the opportunity

 2   to speak.

 3       MR. WINDHAM:

 4       Thank you, Ms. Mays.  All

 5   right.  One last bite at the

 6   apple.

 7       Are there any other comments

 8   that -- any other individuals

 9   that would like to come forward

10   and make comments? Do you have a

11   card?  Please identify yourself.

12       MR. COPESKY:

13       Jeff Copesky.  I am with

14   ExxonMobil.  I wasn't going to

15   come up here but my references to

16   the people wearing clothes and

17   not wearing clothes and being

18   straight forward, my wife is in

19   the public school system and

20   she's -- to lay at the feet of

21   ITEP, the problems that we are

22   facing in our public school

23   system is just simply

24   disingenuous and opportunistic.

25   I hear every day what's going on
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 1   in the school system, and I can

 2   tell you what we need are people

 3   creating jobs, encouraging them

 4   to create jobs.

 5       I was looking at the handout

 6   here that says two of every three

 7   property tax dollars collected at

 8   the capital region come from

 9   industry.  In addition business

10   and industry pays 50 percent of

11   all state -- of sales taxes

12   collected in the state.  I think

13   we need to be growing instead of

14   dividing.  We do need to be

15   together, but we need to be

16   working together for solutions

17   that better everybody, and I

18   think I'm left with the --

19   another parable, and that's

20   killing the goose that lays the

21   golden eggs. I'm not saying that

22   we're perfect, but we are out

23   there trying to grow the state,

24   bringing more geese to this state

25   so we are all lifted up at the
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 1   same time, and I would just say I

 2   resent the divisiveness, I regret

 3   it, and I just don't think we

 4   should be the pinata for the

 5   problems of the state.  Thank you

 6   very much.

 7       MR. WINDHAM:

 8       Thank you, Mr. Copesky.  All

 9   right. So that was the last one.

10       Do we have any other

11   questions or comments by any of

12   the board members concerning any

13   of the rules? Don, unless you

14   have a question, I was going to

15   go over there.  No.  Any other

16   questions by any of the board

17   members?

18       All right. So I'm going to

19   give a quick highlight of the

20   upcoming dates and deadlines at

21   the highest of levels June 22nd

22   is the deadline to submit the

23   written comments.  June 25th, LED

24   will hold a public hearing

25   pursuant to the Administrative
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 1   Procedures Act.  Everyone is

 2   invited to that meeting.  And

 3   then on June 27th the C&I's

 4   regular board meeting to -- will

 5   include consideration of the

 6   proposed changes.  On the

 7   department's website, I believe

 8   we have this.  This.  Okay.  So

 9   this is a very detailed proposed

10   timeline for promulgation for

11   Industrial Tax Exemption rules.

12   May 10th activity has occurred.

13   May 20th has occurred. I just

14   mentioned the June 22nd meeting.

15   I just mentioned the June 25th

16   meeting.  On the 27th, again,

17   we'll deliberate and consider the

18   proposed rules.  The target date

19   for summary report oversight

20   committee because these rules

21   have to go to the oversight

22   committee of the house committee

23   on commerce -- would be easier

24   with glasses -- house committee

25   on commerce and city committee on
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 1   commerce and international

 2   affairs is targeted for June

 3   29th.  Assuming we go through

 4   that successfully with these

 5   proposed rules.  From July 5th

 6   through July 30th will be the

 7   timeframe with possible

 8   legislative oversight committee

 9   hearings could occur.  August

10   20th will be the final rule

11   publishing and Louisiana Register

12   and the effective date of the new

13   rules should they go forward.

14       So that kind of gives us a

15   timeline of those activities.

16   Are there any questions by any of

17   the board members concerning the

18   proposed timeline? Any questions

19   from the public? With that, I

20   will invite the secretary to give

21   comments.

22       MR. PIERSON:

23       I just, for the record, want

24   to make sure that we correctly

25   identified things.  I do have a

0093

 1   copy of a letter from St. Mary

 2   Parish dated 15 May regarding the

 3   ITEP rule changes in which St.

 4   Mary Parish in general sports the

 5   changes to the ITEP rule process

 6   but I think they want to clarify

 7   their position they do not

 8   support but recommend changes for

 9   consideration.  I will also note

10   that we have received a few more

11   letters this morning.  I continue

12   to log those letters into our

13   system.  We will make them

14   available via PDF, and that

15   inventory I anticipate will

16   continue to grow through the

17   closure of the written comment

18   period on 22 June, but I just

19   wanted the record to correctly

20   reflect the position of St. Mary

21   Parish.

22       MR. WINDHAM:

23       Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

24   With that, I don't know if we

25   need a motion for adjournment but
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 1              I will receive one.

 2                  MR. JONES:

 3                  So move.

 4                  MR. WINDHAM:

 5                  Made by Mr. Jones.  Seconded

 6              by Mr. Miller.  All in favor

 7              indicate with an aye.

 8                  ALL BOARD MEMBERS:

 9                  Aye.

10                  MR. WINDHAM:

11                  All opposed with a nay.

12              Motion carries.  Thanks again for

13              everyone turning up today.

14

15   (Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at 10:37

16   a.m.)

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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 1                REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

 2

 3                  I, RACHEL TORRES-REGIS, Certified

 4   Court Reporter in and for the State of Louisiana,

 5   as the officer before whom this meeting was

 6   taken, do hereby certify that this meeting was

 7   reported by me in the stenotype reporting method,

 8   was prepared and transcribed by me or under my

 9   personal direction and supervision, and is a true

10   and correct transcript to the best of my ability

11   and understanding;

12                  That the transcript has been

13   prepared in compliance with transcript format

14   guidelines required by statute or by rules of the

15   board, and that I am informed about the complete

16   arrangement, financial or otherwise, with the

17   person or entity making arrangements for

18   deposition services;

19                  That I have acted in compliance

20   with the prohibition on contractual

21   relationships, as defined by Louisiana Code of

22   Civil Procedure Article 1434 and in rules and

23   advisory opinions of the board;

24                  That I have no actual knowledge of

25   any prohibited employment or contractual
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 1   relationship, direct or indirect, between a court

 2   reporting firm and any party litigant in this

 3   matter nor is there any such relationship between

 4   myself and a party litigant in this matter.  I am

 5   not related to counsel or to the parties herein,

 6   nor am I otherwise interested in the outcome of

 7   this matter.

 8

 9   Dated this 7th day of June, 2018.

10

11

12

13                     __________________________

14                     RACHEL TORRES-REGIS, CCR, RPR

15                     CERTIFIED COURT REPORTER

16
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			304									LN			12			17			false			17              yield is approximately 75 percent						false


			305									LN			12			18			false			18              of the previous program, and						false


			306									LN			12			19			false			19              associated with that specific						false


			307									LN			12			20			false			20              yield revenues begin to flow to						false


			308									LN			12			21			false			21              the community in terms of millage						false


			309									LN			12			22			false			22              receipts in year six.  With the						false


			310									LN			12			23			false			23              adoption of this rule change, the						false


			311									LN			12			24			false			24              yield will become ten years at 80						false


			312									LN			12			25			false			25              percent abatement given the						false


			313									PG			13			0			false			page 13						false


			314									LN			13			1			false			 1              community's impacted opt end.						false


			315									LN			13			2			false			 2              Those being the sheriff, the						false


			316									LN			13			3			false			 3              school board, parish government						false


			317									LN			13			4			false			 4              and the case of municipality,						false


			318									LN			13			5			false			 5              participating municipality.  So						false


			319									LN			13			6			false			 6              it's a significant change, and						false


			320									LN			13			7			false			 7              when revenues began to flow to						false


			321									LN			13			8			false			 8              the community from year eleven to						false


			322									LN			13			9			false			 9              year six to now proposed that the						false


			323									LN			13			10			false			10              community impacted by the						false


			324									LN			13			11			false			11              investment would begin to receive						false


			325									LN			13			12			false			12              revenues in year one.						false


			326									LN			13			13			false			13                  Finally, the important						false


			327									LN			13			14			false			14              element of the local voice, and						false


			328									LN			13			15			false			15              these characteristics that are						false


			329									LN			13			16			false			16              represented in the proposed rule						false


			330									LN			13			17			false			17              changes don't change.						false


			331									LN			13			18			false			18              Accountability feature that was						false


			332									LN			13			19			false			19              placed into this by the Governor						false


			333									LN			13			20			false			20              remains the same represented by						false


			334									LN			13			21			false			21              Exhibit A, the agreement, and						false


			335									LN			13			22			false			22              also the local voice as to						false


			336									LN			13			23			false			23              choosing whether to participate						false


			337									LN			13			24			false			24              in the abatement or not remains						false


			338									LN			13			25			false			25              with those governmental agencies.						false


			339									PG			14			0			false			page 14						false


			340									LN			14			1			false			 1              What changes is the process.						false


			341									LN			14			2			false			 2              Previous to now, this board was						false


			342									LN			14			3			false			 3              accepted completed applications						false


			343									LN			14			4			false			 4              which included both Exhibit A and						false


			344									LN			14			5			false			 5              Exhibit B.  Exhibit B being the						false


			345									LN			14			6			false			 6              grouping of adopted resolutions						false


			346									LN			14			7			false			 7              coming from the school board, the						false


			347									LN			14			8			false			 8              parish government and a letter						false


			348									LN			14			9			false			 9              indicating support or not support						false


			349									LN			14			10			false			10              from the sheriff.  At that point						false


			350									LN			14			11			false			11              the local government agencies						false


			351									LN			14			12			false			12              were required to evaluate and						false


			352									LN			14			13			false			13              then pass or not pass a						false


			353									LN			14			14			false			14              resolution of support.						false


			354									LN			14			15			false			15                  In the new set of rules, the						false


			355									LN			14			16			false			16              Board of Commerce and Industry						false


			356									LN			14			17			false			17              backed by the LEDC staff will						false


			357									LN			14			18			false			18              fully evaluate all of the						false


			358									LN			14			19			false			19              proposals as we have in the past,						false


			359									LN			14			20			false			20              and they will include Exhibit A,						false


			360									LN			14			21			false			21              and then this board will then						false


			361									LN			14			22			false			22              provide what I will refer to as						false


			362									LN			14			23			false			23              initial approval.  In other						false


			363									LN			14			24			false			24              words, the approval of board						false


			364									LN			14			25			false			25              after review that the proposed						false


			365									PG			15			0			false			page 15						false


			366									LN			15			1			false			 1              investment meets the						false


			367									LN			15			2			false			 2              qualifications manufacturing job						false


			368									LN			15			3			false			 3              creation or retention, etc., and						false


			369									LN			15			4			false			 4              then we would provide immediate						false


			370									LN			15			5			false			 5              notice to all of the impacted						false


			371									LN			15			6			false			 6              agencies and include a new						false


			372									LN			15			7			false			 7              addition on that list of						false


			373									LN			15			8			false			 8              notification to the assessors.						false


			374									LN			15			9			false			 9                  Upon notification, the local						false


			375									LN			15			10			false			10              governmental agency has 30 days						false


			376									LN			15			11			false			11              in which to act if they seek to						false


			377									LN			15			12			false			12              have discourse regarding						false


			378									LN			15			13			false			13              consideration of this they can						false


			379									LN			15			14			false			14              move to have it placed on their						false


			380									LN			15			15			false			15              agenda within a 30 day timeframe						false


			381									LN			15			16			false			16              which should allow for the normal						false


			382									LN			15			17			false			17              cycle of public meeting for that						false


			383									LN			15			18			false			18              governmental agency and then						false


			384									LN			15			19			false			19              should the item be placed on the						false


			385									LN			15			20			false			20              agenda at the following meeting,						false


			386									LN			15			21			false			21              they will vote the request for						false


			387									LN			15			22			false			22              exemption up or down.						false


			388									LN			15			23			false			23                  In this way within 60 days,						false


			389									LN			15			24			false			24              LEDC, the corporation, the public						false


			390									LN			15			25			false			25              know what the outcome of the						false


			391									PG			16			0			false			page 16						false


			392									LN			16			1			false			 1              proposed exemption is.  In fact,						false


			393									LN			16			2			false			 2              if no action is taken by any of						false


			394									LN			16			3			false			 3              the governmental agencies then it						false


			395									LN			16			4			false			 4              indicates their support, and						false


			396									LN			16			5			false			 5              within 30 days it is possible to						false


			397									LN			16			6			false			 6              communicate that certainty of the						false


			398									LN			16			7			false			 7              exemption to a corporation.						false


			399									LN			16			8			false			 8                  The communities and						false


			400									LN			16			9			false			 9              governmental agencies can rely on						false


			401									LN			16			10			false			10              the evaluation and the						false


			402									LN			16			11			false			11              qualification of the program						false


			403									LN			16			12			false			12              coming to them for consideration						false


			404									LN			16			13			false			13              as it is pass muster both with						false


			405									LN			16			14			false			14              LEDC and Board of Commerce and						false


			406									LN			16			15			false			15              Industry, so we're trying to						false


			407									LN			16			16			false			16              place the evaluation process, the						false


			408									LN			16			17			false			17              analysis process in the hands of						false


			409									LN			16			18			false			18              the professionals and simply						false


			410									LN			16			19			false			19              allow the local communities to						false


			411									LN			16			20			false			20              determine whether or not they						false


			412									LN			16			21			false			21              choose to participate in the						false


			413									LN			16			22			false			22              abatement.						false


			414									LN			16			23			false			23                  That is the general rundown						false


			415									LN			16			24			false			24              of the proposed rules.  Certainly						false


			416									LN			16			25			false			25              if there are more technical						false


			417									PG			17			0			false			page 17						false


			418									LN			17			1			false			 1              questions we'll be prepared to						false


			419									LN			17			2			false			 2              entertain those from you today,						false


			420									LN			17			3			false			 3              but they have been provided at						false


			421									LN			17			4			false			 4              the opportunitylouisiana.com						false


			422									LN			17			5			false			 5              website, and you can click there						false


			423									LN			17			6			false			 6              to see a marked up set of the						false


			424									LN			17			7			false			 7              rules for those that would seek						false


			425									LN			17			8			false			 8              to have specific technical						false


			426									LN			17			9			false			 9              questions resolved.						false


			427									LN			17			10			false			10                  In a moment I will open up						false


			428									LN			17			11			false			11              the first opportunity for						false


			429									LN			17			12			false			12              comments and questions by the						false


			430									LN			17			13			false			13              board, but I would like to take						false


			431									LN			17			14			false			14              this moment to read into the						false


			432									LN			17			15			false			15              record the receipt of written						false


			433									LN			17			16			false			16              communications that have come to						false


			434									LN			17			17			false			17              the Department expressing support						false


			435									LN			17			18			false			18              for these proposed rule changes.						false


			436									LN			17			19			false			19              Each one of these letters						false


			437									LN			17			20			false			20              indicates support and urges the						false


			438									LN			17			21			false			21              Board of Commerce and Industry to						false


			439									LN			17			22			false			22              adopt these rules.  A number of						false


			440									LN			17			23			false			23              them also suggest changes that						false


			441									LN			17			24			false			24              they would like to see in the						false


			442									LN			17			25			false			25              future.  I believe that a well						false


			443									PG			18			0			false			page 18						false


			444									LN			18			1			false			 1              run organization should always be						false


			445									LN			18			2			false			 2              reviewing its programs, and so I						false


			446									LN			18			3			false			 3              would hope that we would continue						false


			447									LN			18			4			false			 4              to consider changes to programs,						false


			448									LN			18			5			false			 5              and that includes continue review						false


			449									LN			18			6			false			 6              and possible revision in the						false


			450									LN			18			7			false			 7              future of this, but I would also						false


			451									LN			18			8			false			 8              be mindful that we have a						false


			452									LN			18			9			false			 9              carefully crafted compromise of						false


			453									LN			18			10			false			10              many good ideas and suggestions						false


			454									LN			18			11			false			11              that is on the table today and						false


			455									LN			18			12			false			12              that what I will call this						false


			456									LN			18			13			false			13              program is ITEP 2.0 in that it's						false


			457									LN			18			14			false			14              the next version following the						false


			458									LN			18			15			false			15              Governor's executive order, and						false


			459									LN			18			16			false			16              that in the future you would						false


			460									LN			18			17			false			17              propose revisions to this set of						false


			461									LN			18			18			false			18              rules, and I would call that ITEP						false


			462									LN			18			19			false			19              3.0, so with that said, again, a						false


			463									LN			18			20			false			20              number of these organizations may						false


			464									LN			18			21			false			21              have included comments that I						false


			465									LN			18			22			false			22              would attribute to ITEP 3.0, but						false


			466									LN			18			23			false			23              these are all inclusive of						false


			467									LN			18			24			false			24              language that says I urge the						false


			468									LN			18			25			false			25              Board of Commerce and Industry to						false


			469									PG			19			0			false			page 19						false


			470									LN			19			1			false			 1              adopt these proposed rules as						false


			471									LN			19			2			false			 2              soon as possible.						false


			472									LN			19			3			false			 3                  I will now read these into						false


			473									LN			19			4			false			 4              the record and we will have the						false


			474									LN			19			5			false			 5              written copies available.  We're						false


			475									LN			19			6			false			 6              going to put them together						false


			476									LN			19			7			false			 7              electronically into a PDF file						false


			477									LN			19			8			false			 8              and they will be available for						false


			478									LN			19			9			false			 9              inspection, and they will be						false


			479									LN			19			10			false			10              provided as appropriate in						false


			480									LN			19			11			false			11              compliance with the						false


			481									LN			19			12			false			12              Administrative Procedures Act as						false


			482									LN			19			13			false			13              well.						false


			483									LN			19			14			false			14                  A reminder that this doesn't						false


			484									LN			19			15			false			15              end the period for written						false


			485									LN			19			16			false			16              comments.  We will continue to						false


			486									LN			19			17			false			17              receive those through 22 June.						false


			487									LN			19			18			false			18                  I will now quickly read						false


			488									LN			19			19			false			19              through these.  In support,						false


			489									LN			19			20			false			20              Greater New Orleans Inc., Michael						false


			490									LN			19			21			false			21              Heck.  Mayor Steven Nosacka, Town						false


			491									LN			19			22			false			22              of Gramercy. Committee of 100,						false


			492									LN			19			23			false			23              Michael Olivier.  Parish of St.						false


			493									LN			19			24			false			24              James, Parish President Timothy						false


			494									LN			19			25			false			25              Roussell.  Glen Waguespack,						false


			495									PG			20			0			false			page 20						false


			496									LN			20			1			false			 1              Assessor.  George Nassif (ph),						false


			497									LN			20			2			false			 2              school board President.  Willie						false


			498									LN			20			3			false			 3              Martin, sheriff.  Ed Shane,						false


			499									LN			20			4			false			 4              superintendent.  And Ryan Loch,						false


			500									LN			20			5			false			 5              council chair.  Greater Bossier						false


			501									LN			20			6			false			 6              Economic Development Foundation,						false


			502									LN			20			7			false			 7              David Rocket.  Committee of 100,						false


			503									LN			20			8			false			 8              Board of Directors, Shreveport						false


			504									LN			20			9			false			 9              Bossier, Reginald Abrams.						false


			505									LN			20			10			false			10              Southern Credit, Jessie						false


			506									LN			20			11			false			11              Broderick.  Southwest Economic						false


			507									LN			20			12			false			12              Development Alliance, George						false


			508									LN			20			13			false			13              Swift.  Wayne Brown.  Chairman of						false


			509									LN			20			14			false			14              the Board, Brown Builders.  Frank						false


			510									LN			20			15			false			15              Fink representing the St. Mary						false


			511									LN			20			16			false			16              Parish government.  World Trade						false


			512									LN			20			17			false			17              Center, New Orleans, Catelyn						false


			513									LN			20			18			false			18              Cain, executive director.  Thomas						false


			514									LN			20			19			false			19              Spears, chairman.  Eddie Hayes,						false


			515									LN			20			20			false			20              co-chair policy committee. Ben						false


			516									LN			20			21			false			21              Billings, co-chair policy						false


			517									LN			20			22			false			22              committee.  Didier Consultant,						false


			518									LN			20			23			false			23              Dale Powers, Madison Parish Port.						false


			519									LN			20			24			false			24              Patrick Murphy, South Louisiana						false


			520									LN			20			25			false			25              economic council.  Vic Lafont,						false


			521									PG			21			0			false			page 21						false


			522									LN			21			1			false			 1              Caddo Parish school board. Steve						false


			523									LN			21			2			false			 2              Rail.  Solutions through Science,						false


			524									LN			21			3			false			 3              Jude Norton.  Louisiana Ammonia						false


			525									LN			21			4			false			 4              Producers, Dwayne Lee.  St.						false


			526									LN			21			5			false			 5              Charles Parish, Felicia Gomez						false


			527									LN			21			6			false			 6              Walker, superintendent. Greg						false


			528									LN			21			7			false			 7              Champagne, sheriff.  Larry						false


			529									LN			21			8			false			 8              Cochran, parish president.						false


			530									LN			21			9			false			 9              Economic development.  Michael						false


			531									LN			21			10			false			10              Tomlinson, port of south						false


			532									LN			21			11			false			11              Louisiana.  Paul Aucoin, river						false


			533									LN			21			12			false			12              region Chamber of Commerce.  Kim						false


			534									LN			21			13			false			13              Bourgeois chairman of the board,						false


			535									LN			21			14			false			14              Louisiana Industrial Development						false


			536									LN			21			15			false			15              Executive Association, Wanda						false


			537									LN			21			16			false			16              Curiole.  Dow Chemical, Tommy						false


			538									LN			21			17			false			17              Fourcier.  ExxonMobil, Malory						false


			539									LN			21			18			false			18              Leblanc.  Louisiana resident,						false


			540									LN			21			19			false			19              Gloria McConnor.  Didier						false


			541									LN			21			20			false			20              Consultants, Rhonda Boatner.						false


			542									LN			21			21			false			21              ExxonMobil Fuels and Lubricants,						false


			543									LN			21			22			false			22              Sherry Evans.  Louisiana						false


			544									LN			21			23			false			23              residents, Dick Talbot.						false


			545									LN			21			24			false			24              ExxonMobil Baton Rouge complex,						false


			546									LN			21			25			false			25              Meredith Meaux.  ExxonMobil, Troy						false


			547									PG			22			0			false			page 22						false


			548									LN			22			1			false			 1              Carter. Advanced consulting,						false


			549									LN			22			2			false			 2              James Leonard, Don Alison.						false


			550									LN			22			3			false			 3              ExxonMobil Employee Tray Ball.						false


			551									LN			22			4			false			 4              Chairman Baton Rouge north						false


			552									LN			22			5			false			 5              economic development district,						false


			553									LN			22			6			false			 6              Ronald Smith.  East Baton Rouge						false


			554									LN			22			7			false			 7              Parish President.  Northeast						false


			555									LN			22			8			false			 8              Louisiana Economic Alliance,						false


			556									LN			22			9			false			 9              Tenner Rachelle.  Greater Baton						false


			557									LN			22			10			false			10              Rouge Industry Alliance ISC						false


			558									LN			22			11			false			11              Constructors, LLC, Collins Rang,						false


			559									LN			22			12			false			12              Vice-President.  Mike Thomas						false


			560									LN			22			13			false			13              senior vice president of the						false


			561									LN			22			14			false			14              north American operation.						false


			562									LN			22			15			false			15              Central Louisiana economic						false


			563									LN			22			16			false			16              development alliance, Jim						false


			564									LN			22			17			false			17              Clinton.  Tangipahoa economic						false


			565									LN			22			18			false			18              foundation, Cangelosi.  Louisiana						false


			566									LN			22			19			false			19              chemical association, Greg						false


			567									LN			22			20			false			20              Bowser.  IOP Constructors,						false


			568									LN			22			21			false			21              Michael Akey.  Ascension Parish						false


			569									LN			22			22			false			22              Economic Development Corporation,						false


			570									LN			22			23			false			23              Kate McArthur.  Regional economic						false


			571									LN			22			24			false			24              alliance of Louisiana, Jim						false


			572									LN			22			25			false			25              Clinton, chairman.  Baton Rouge						false
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			574									LN			23			1			false			 1              area chamber, central Louisiana						false


			575									LN			23			2			false			 2              economic development authority,						false


			576									LN			23			3			false			 3              Greater New Orleans, Inc.						false


			577									LN			23			4			false			 4              Northeast Louisiana Economic						false
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			1115									LN			43			22			false			22              bottom up and continue this so we						false


			1116									LN			43			23			false			23              can streamline for businesses.						false


			1117									LN			43			24			false			24              Thank you.						false


			1118									LN			43			25			false			25                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1119									PG			44			0			false			page 44						false


			1120									LN			44			1			false			 1                  Thank you, sir.  Next we have						false


			1121									LN			44			2			false			 2              Robert Berg.						false


			1122									LN			44			3			false			 3                  MR. BERG:						false


			1123									LN			44			4			false			 4                  Ditto.						false


			1124									LN			44			5			false			 5                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1125									LN			44			6			false			 6                  Thank you. Next we have Chad						false


			1126									LN			44			7			false			 7              Istre.						false


			1127									LN			44			8			false			 8                  MR. ISTRE:						false


			1128									LN			44			9			false			 9                  Good morning, everyone.  I						false


			1129									LN			44			10			false			10              like to say as Robert said ditto						false


			1130									LN			44			11			false			11              and I am so happy this morning.						false


			1131									LN			44			12			false			12              I'm Chad Istre.  I'm an						false


			1132									LN			44			13			false			13              ExxonMobil Employee for 20 years.						false


			1133									LN			44			14			false			14              I am a 10th generation						false


			1134									LN			44			15			false			15              Louisianian married to an 8th						false


			1135									LN			44			16			false			16              generation Louisianian with two						false


			1136									LN			44			17			false			17              Louisianian children and would						false


			1137									LN			44			18			false			18              love to stay here. I'm so						false


			1138									LN			44			19			false			19              pleased.  Secretary Pierson what						false


			1139									LN			44			20			false			20              you said, there is one foot that						false


			1140									LN			44			21			false			21              sticks with me, not every change						false


			1141									LN			44			22			false			22              is an improvement but every						false


			1142									LN			44			23			false			23              improvement requires a change, I						false


			1143									LN			44			24			false			24              love what you said.  Every						false


			1144									LN			44			25			false			25              organization needs to look at						false


			1145									PG			45			0			false			page 45						false


			1146									LN			45			1			false			 1              itself and make itself						false


			1147									LN			45			2			false			 2              continually better.  I make						false


			1148									LN			45			3			false			 3              mistakes every day.  I need to						false


			1149									LN			45			4			false			 4              keep doing better and better						false


			1150									LN			45			5			false			 5              until we get to eternity.  And						false


			1151									LN			45			6			false			 6              Chairman Windham, I like what you						false


			1152									LN			45			7			false			 7              said that this is good						false


			1153									LN			45			8			false			 8              compromise. So I would say ditto.						false


			1154									LN			45			9			false			 9              I'm pleased with what y'all are						false


			1155									LN			45			10			false			10              doing.  I think some things in						false


			1156									LN			45			11			false			11              life work, some things don't. And						false


			1157									LN			45			12			false			12              I tell the story that when this						false


			1158									LN			45			13			false			13              happened in 1936 when this was						false


			1159									LN			45			14			false			14              first passed, and I asked people						false


			1160									LN			45			15			false			15              and sometimes they know and						false


			1161									LN			45			16			false			16              sometimes they don't. If						false


			1162									LN			45			17			false			17              something is going on in the						false


			1163									LN			45			18			false			18              world in 1936 there is a big						false


			1164									LN			45			19			false			19              demand for fuel across the world.						false


			1165									LN			45			20			false			20              Does anybody know what it was?						false


			1166									LN			45			21			false			21              World War II, right.  And our						false


			1167									LN			45			22			false			22              grandparents and great						false


			1168									LN			45			23			false			23              grandparents passed this tax						false


			1169									LN			45			24			false			24              referral program to attract						false


			1170									LN			45			25			false			25              business to give generational						false


			1171									PG			46			0			false			page 46						false


			1172									LN			46			1			false			 1              jobs here in Louisiana.  Four of						false


			1173									LN			46			2			false			 2              the five ExxonMobil facilities						false


			1174									LN			46			3			false			 3              that have never been built here						false


			1175									LN			46			4			false			 4              if it weren't for that case.						false


			1176									LN			46			5			false			 5              Picked up in 1963 where we would						false


			1177									LN			46			6			false			 6              have got Disney World but so be						false


			1178									LN			46			7			false			 7              it and let's not do that again.						false


			1179									LN			46			8			false			 8              80 years later when it is						false


			1180									LN			46			9			false			 9              overturned this is a compromise						false


			1181									LN			46			10			false			10              to get it back.  Maybe this is						false


			1182									LN			46			11			false			11              2.0 and maybe some day we can get						false


			1183									LN			46			12			false			12              that to 3.0.  One of these boards						false


			1184									LN			46			13			false			13              put together that we're now 12th						false


			1185									LN			46			14			false			14              best in manufacturing						false


			1186									LN			46			15			false			15              friendliness.  We used to be No.						false


			1187									LN			46			16			false			16              1.  Who goes for the record?  Who						false


			1188									LN			46			17			false			17              goes to the 12th car dealership						false


			1189									LN			46			18			false			18              to get the 12th best deal and is						false


			1190									LN			46			19			false			19              happy about it.  It's the same as						false


			1191									LN			46			20			false			20              losing 11 times over.  Let's put						false


			1192									LN			46			21			false			21              Louisiana first again.  Thank						false


			1193									LN			46			22			false			22              you. Ditto.  I appreciate you.						false


			1194									LN			46			23			false			23                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1195									LN			46			24			false			24                  Thank you.  Next we have						false


			1196									LN			46			25			false			25              Alexis Hector.						false


			1197									PG			47			0			false			page 47						false


			1198									LN			47			1			false			 1                  MS. HECTOR:						false


			1199									LN			47			2			false			 2                  Ditto.						false


			1200									LN			47			3			false			 3                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1201									LN			47			4			false			 4                  Thank you.  Ms. Diane Haley						false


			1202									LN			47			5			false			 5              or Hadley?						false


			1203									LN			47			6			false			 6                  MS. HANLEY:						false


			1204									LN			47			7			false			 7                  Hanley.						false


			1205									LN			47			8			false			 8                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1206									LN			47			9			false			 9                  Hanley.  I am so sorry.						false


			1207									LN			47			10			false			10                  MS. HANLEY:						false


			1208									LN			47			11			false			11                  My name is Diane Hanley and I						false


			1209									LN			47			12			false			12              really appreciate having these						false


			1210									LN			47			13			false			13              three minutes, and I thank you						false


			1211									LN			47			14			false			14              for telling me that you value my						false


			1212									LN			47			15			false			15              opinion.  You are going to hear a						false


			1213									LN			47			16			false			16              lot of different opinions from						false


			1214									LN			47			17			false			17              mine, and so I would really like						false


			1215									LN			47			18			false			18              mine in the record. I'm hoping						false


			1216									LN			47			19			false			19              that you know the story of the						false


			1217									LN			47			20			false			20              Emperors New Clothes, and if you						false


			1218									LN			47			21			false			21              don't, I would tell you to please						false


			1219									LN			47			22			false			22              read it tonight because this is						false


			1220									LN			47			23			false			23              what is happening here today.  We						false


			1221									LN			47			24			false			24              are exposing ourselves to a story						false


			1222									LN			47			25			false			25              that has been told for 80 years						false


			1223									PG			48			0			false			page 48						false


			1224									LN			48			1			false			 1              and we are having something woven						false


			1225									LN			48			2			false			 2              for us that is telling us that						false


			1226									LN			48			3			false			 3              there are jobs being created						false


			1227									LN			48			4			false			 4              through ITEP.  These companies						false


			1228									LN			48			5			false			 5              are creating jobs and I'm glad						false


			1229									LN			48			6			false			 6              they have jobs but the way these						false


			1230									LN			48			7			false			 7              rules are written, it is saying						false


			1231									LN			48			8			false			 8              that whether there are jobs or						false


			1232									LN			48			9			false			 9              not, come on in and we'll give						false


			1233									LN			48			10			false			10              you a break.  30 hours of work						false


			1234									LN			48			11			false			11              for one week and we counted.						false


			1235									LN			48			12			false			12              That's what's going on here						false


			1236									LN			48			13			false			13              today.  So I want you to know						false


			1237									LN			48			14			false			14              when you read the story of the						false


			1238									LN			48			15			false			15              Emperors New Clothes and you						false


			1239									LN			48			16			false			16              think about that child that comes						false


			1240									LN			48			17			false			17              forward and says, the Emperor has						false


			1241									LN			48			18			false			18              no clothes, that's the citizens						false


			1242									LN			48			19			false			19              of the state who are waking up.						false


			1243									LN			48			20			false			20              I know there are experts in the						false


			1244									LN			48			21			false			21              field.  The experts are very						false


			1245									LN			48			22			false			22              happy with these rules and there						false


			1246									LN			48			23			false			23              is a reason and they will come						false


			1247									LN			48			24			false			24              again and again.  I'm not sure						false


			1248									LN			48			25			false			25              who the compromise was with but						false


			1249									PG			49			0			false			page 49						false


			1250									LN			49			1			false			 1              it wasn't with me because I can						false


			1251									LN			49			2			false			 2              show you over and over again						false


			1252									LN			49			3			false			 3              where these rules continue the						false


			1253									LN			49			4			false			 4              status quo.  It's not changing						false


			1254									LN			49			5			false			 5              things.  If this is a requirement						false


			1255									LN			49			6			false			 6              of jobs then the jobs will show						false


			1256									LN			49			7			false			 7              up and we will see them, but if						false


			1257									LN			49			8			false			 8              you have to write the rules in a						false


			1258									LN			49			9			false			 9              way so that it is so vague about						false


			1259									LN			49			10			false			10              new jobs coming along, we want						false


			1260									LN			49			11			false			11              ten year jobs.  We want jobs that						false


			1261									LN			49			12			false			12              are going to last at least as						false


			1262									LN			49			13			false			13              long as the exemptions, and these						false


			1263									LN			49			14			false			14              are saying that they can have						false


			1264									LN			49			15			false			15              jobs that are, you know, 30 hours						false


			1265									LN			49			16			false			16              a week for one week, one month is						false


			1266									LN			49			17			false			17              what this stands for, so I want						false


			1267									LN			49			18			false			18              us to really consider what is the						false


			1268									LN			49			19			false			19              truth of what is going on here						false


			1269									LN			49			20			false			20              and to stop seeing things as if						false


			1270									LN			49			21			false			21              they are clothes on us when they						false


			1271									LN			49			22			false			22              are not.						false


			1272									LN			49			23			false			23                  I think we are allowing the						false


			1273									LN			49			24			false			24              proposed rules to create zero						false


			1274									LN			49			25			false			25              real jobs and growth and even job						false


			1275									PG			50			0			false			page 50						false


			1276									LN			50			1			false			 1              cuts disguised as job gains.  I						false


			1277									LN			50			2			false			 2              want y'all to look at this						false


			1278									LN			50			3			false			 3              honestly.  The experts keep						false


			1279									LN			50			4			false			 4              telling us this is what you see,						false


			1280									LN			50			5			false			 5              this is what you see, but what						false


			1281									LN			50			6			false			 6              we're doing is exposing our						false


			1282									LN			50			7			false			 7              Emperor to what is not real.  You						false


			1283									LN			50			8			false			 8              will have the testimony and you						false


			1284									LN			50			9			false			 9              can ask for more testimony about						false


			1285									LN			50			10			false			10              what is really happening here.						false


			1286									LN			50			11			false			11              Our recommendation is that the						false


			1287									LN			50			12			false			12              revised rules should establish						false


			1288									LN			50			13			false			13              clear stipulations for contract						false


			1289									LN			50			14			false			14              labor, requiring that it be						false


			1290									LN			50			15			false			15              counted on a full time equivalent						false


			1291									LN			50			16			false			16              ten year basis to close the						false


			1292									LN			50			17			false			17              phantom job loophole.  We're also						false


			1293									LN			50			18			false			18              asking that there be real						false


			1294									LN			50			19			false			19              established return on investment						false


			1295									LN			50			20			false			20              analysis that, Mr. Pierson, we						false


			1296									LN			50			21			false			21              appreciate your 28 years of						false


			1297									LN			50			22			false			22              service and the knowledge you						false


			1298									LN			50			23			false			23              have in your heart and your head						false


			1299									LN			50			24			false			24              but you may not be here forever						false


			1300									LN			50			25			false			25              and we need to have these rules,						false


			1301									PG			51			0			false			page 51						false


			1302									LN			51			1			false			 1              these analysis come from the						false


			1303									LN			51			2			false			 2              experts that will corroborate						false


			1304									LN			51			3			false			 3              your statements of history and						false


			1305									LN			51			4			false			 4              knowledge, and we appreciate you						false


			1306									LN			51			5			false			 5              giving us that, but we want						false


			1307									LN			51			6			false			 6              analysis that will be in						false


			1308									LN			51			7			false			 7              statements that will be written						false


			1309									LN			51			8			false			 8              that we can look at ourselves.						false


			1310									LN			51			9			false			 9              If you are telling the locals you						false


			1311									LN			51			10			false			10              are going to give it to us, give						false


			1312									LN			51			11			false			11              it to us.  We're asking for it.						false


			1313									LN			51			12			false			12              We don't want it just being told						false


			1314									LN			51			13			false			13              to us.  As locals, as citizens						false


			1315									LN			51			14			false			14              we're learning what we need to						false


			1316									LN			51			15			false			15              learn about this ITEP program and						false


			1317									LN			51			16			false			16              we're going to be calling out						false


			1318									LN			51			17			false			17              that the Emperor has new clothes						false


			1319									LN			51			18			false			18              when the Emperor has new clothes,						false


			1320									LN			51			19			false			19              and we ask you as people who are						false


			1321									LN			51			20			false			20              policymakers to look at this more						false


			1322									LN			51			21			false			21              carefully, more closely and at						false


			1323									LN			51			22			false			22              the analysis that we at Together						false


			1324									LN			51			23			false			23              Louisiana are putting forth.						false


			1325									LN			51			24			false			24              Thank you very much.						false


			1326									LN			51			25			false			25                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1327									PG			52			0			false			page 52						false


			1328									LN			52			1			false			 1                  Thank you, Ms. Hanley.  Mr.						false


			1329									LN			52			2			false			 2              Roger Bagert.						false


			1330									LN			52			3			false			 3                  MR. BAGERT:						false


			1331									LN			52			4			false			 4                  Good morning.  My name is						false


			1332									LN			52			5			false			 5              Roger Bagert representing						false


			1333									LN			52			6			false			 6              Together Louisiana.  After you						false


			1334									LN			52			7			false			 7              read the Emperors New Clothes I						false


			1335									LN			52			8			false			 8              encourage you to read the						false


			1336									LN			52			9			false			 9              proposed rules.						false


			1337									LN			52			10			false			10                  We don't have a problem with						false


			1338									LN			52			11			false			11              the elements of this agreement of						false


			1339									LN			52			12			false			12              policy choices made by the rules.						false


			1340									LN			52			13			false			13              That's not what I want to testify						false


			1341									LN			52			14			false			14              to today.  We commented ourselves						false


			1342									LN			52			15			false			15              to that.  It's to drafting						false


			1343									LN			52			16			false			16              choices or errors that muddy and						false


			1344									LN			52			17			false			17              confuse things.  The -- the sense						false


			1345									LN			52			18			false			18              of urgency is real and it's						false


			1346									LN			52			19			false			19              around the need for certainty and						false


			1347									LN			52			20			false			20              clear expectations, and that's						false


			1348									LN			52			21			false			21              not a need shared only by						false


			1349									LN			52			22			false			22              applicant companies in the						false


			1350									LN			52			23			false			23              business community.  We all feel						false


			1351									LN			52			24			false			24              that.  We all want this thing to						false


			1352									LN			52			25			false			25              be settled.  But if there are						false


			1353									PG			53			0			false			page 53						false


			1354									LN			53			1			false			 1              areas of ambiguity that will not						false


			1355									LN			53			2			false			 2              only maintain but enhance						false


			1356									LN			53			3			false			 3              uncertainty then the process of						false


			1357									LN			53			4			false			 4              rushing this through to get it						false


			1358									LN			53			5			false			 5              done in August instead of						false


			1359									LN			53			6			false			 6              September won't meet the goal of						false


			1360									LN			53			7			false			 7              certainty, it will increase						false


			1361									LN			53			8			false			 8              uncertainty.						false


			1362									LN			53			9			false			 9                  Give you three examples.  On						false


			1363									LN			53			10			false			10              the first page of the rules it						false


			1364									LN			53			11			false			11              talks about when the new rules						false


			1365									LN			53			12			false			12              are meant to apply and it says --						false


			1366									LN			53			13			false			13              this is under C3.  It says, first						false


			1367									LN			53			14			false			14              that after June 24, 2016 but						false


			1368									LN			53			15			false			15              before June -- July 1, 2018 the						false


			1369									LN			53			16			false			16              applicant has the option of						false


			1370									LN			53			17			false			17              choosing between the rules						false


			1371									LN			53			18			false			18              promulgated on June of 2017 or						false


			1372									LN			53			19			false			19              the current rules that are about						false


			1373									LN			53			20			false			20              to be promulgated, and the next						false


			1374									LN			53			21			false			21              sentence says that applications						false


			1375									LN			53			22			false			22              within advanced notice filed						false


			1376									LN			53			23			false			23              after June 24th but before						false


			1377									LN			53			24			false			24              October -- June 24, 2016 but						false


			1378									LN			53			25			false			25              before October 21, 2016 thou						false
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			1380									LN			54			1			false			 1              shall be subject to the rules on						false


			1381									LN			54			2			false			 2              June 20, 2017.  The second subset						false


			1382									LN			54			3			false			 3              is contained within the first, so						false


			1383									LN			54			4			false			 4              now we have a shall that is						false


			1384									LN			54			5			false			 5              directly in contradiction with						false


			1385									LN			54			6			false			 6              the previous sentence.  That						false


			1386									LN			54			7			false			 7              wouldn't increase certainty, that						false


			1387									LN			54			8			false			 8              will increase uncertainty and						false


			1388									LN			54			9			false			 9              probably legal litigation.						false


			1389									LN			54			10			false			10                  Second around jobs, in the						false


			1390									LN			54			11			false			11              Enterprise Zone Program jobs are						false


			1391									LN			54			12			false			12              admirably defined.  It says we						false


			1392									LN			54			13			false			13              are going to establish a baseline						false


			1393									LN			54			14			false			14              based on a 12 month prior						false


			1394									LN			54			15			false			15              history.  The current standard						false


			1395									LN			54			16			false			16              for jobs includes job retention,						false


			1396									LN			54			17			false			17              and here is what qualifies for						false


			1397									LN			54			18			false			18              job retention, any investment,						false


			1398									LN			54			19			false			19              quote, to employ best practice or						false


			1399									LN			54			20			false			20              innovative state of the art						false


			1400									LN			54			21			false			21              technology, any investment to						false


			1401									LN			54			22			false			22              increase maximum capacity or						false


			1402									LN			54			23			false			23              efficiency that is any investment						false


			1403									LN			54			24			false			24              ever made because why would you						false


			1404									LN			54			25			false			25              make an investment except to						false
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			1406									LN			55			1			false			 1              increase your maximum capacity.						false


			1407									LN			55			2			false			 2              Once that loophole is created						false


			1408									LN			55			3			false			 3              around retention, any job that's						false


			1409									LN			55			4			false			 4              at least 30 hours that doesn't						false


			1410									LN			55			5			false			 5              have a specified term, so if I						false


			1411									LN			55			6			false			 6              hire somebody for a week but I						false


			1412									LN			55			7			false			 7              haven't specified it's a week,						false


			1413									LN			55			8			false			 8              under these rules can be made and						false


			1414									LN			55			9			false			 9              understood to apply as equivalent						false


			1415									LN			55			10			false			10              to a ten year full time job.						false


			1416									LN			55			11			false			11              It's no longer a question of						false


			1417									LN			55			12			false			12              whether that interpretation will						false


			1418									LN			55			13			false			13              be made, it is being made.						false


			1419									LN			55			14			false			14              Applications that have been						false


			1420									LN			55			15			false			15              submitted to the Board of						false


			1421									LN			55			16			false			16              Commerce and Industry already						false


			1422									LN			55			17			false			17              include an -- I'm not going to						false


			1423									LN			55			18			false			18              name the company because it's						false


			1424									LN			55			19			false			19              beside the point here today, but						false


			1425									LN			55			20			false			20              it's a public record, include job						false


			1426									LN			55			21			false			21              creation of 257 new jobs since						false


			1427									LN			55			22			false			22              December of 2017 to March of 2018						false


			1428									LN			55			23			false			23              when there has been no new						false


			1429									LN			55			24			false			24              hiring.						false
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			1432									LN			56			1			false			 1              jobs are being counted on an						false


			1433									LN			56			2			false			 2              apples to apples basis when it's						false


			1434									LN			56			3			false			 3              not apples to apples it's apples						false


			1435									LN			56			4			false			 4              to oranges.						false


			1436									LN			56			5			false			 5                  Finally, there is a						false


			1437									LN			56			6			false			 6              requirement for return on						false


			1438									LN			56			7			false			 7              investment statement that was						false


			1439									LN			56			8			false			 8              originally put into the executive						false


			1440									LN			56			9			false			 9              order in the rules promulgated in						false


			1441									LN			56			10			false			10              June of 2017.  It is the position						false


			1442									LN			56			11			false			11              of LEDC as expressed in an e-mail						false


			1443									LN			56			12			false			12              to us through their executive						false


			1444									LN			56			13			false			13              counsel that this return on						false


			1445									LN			56			14			false			14              investment statement is not						false


			1446									LN			56			15			false			15              required to be written or formal.						false


			1447									LN			56			16			false			16              That it can be eyeballed.  That						false


			1448									LN			56			17			false			17              it can be judged by the						false


			1449									LN			56			18			false			18              experience and intuition of the						false


			1450									LN			56			19			false			19              secretary.  We think that's an						false


			1451									LN			56			20			false			20              untamable position.  We think						false


			1452									LN			56			21			false			21              that is not a sound basis by						false


			1453									LN			56			22			false			22              which to establish whether to						false
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			1456									LN			56			25			false			25              it's the responsibility of this						false
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			1461									LN			57			4			false			 4              analysis that is both written and						false
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			1464									LN			57			7			false			 7                  Thank you, Mr. Bagert.  Next						false


			1465									LN			57			8			false			 8              we have Traci --						false


			1466									LN			57			9			false			 9                  MS. GREEN:						false


			1467									LN			57			10			false			10                  Green.						false


			1468									LN			57			11			false			11                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1469									LN			57			12			false			12                  Green. I'm sorry.						false
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			1486									LN			58			3			false			 3              Thank you.						false


			1487									LN			58			4			false			 4                  MS. MEAUX:						false


			1488									LN			58			5			false			 5                  Good morning. I am Debbie						false


			1489									LN			58			6			false			 6              Meaux.  I'm President of the						false


			1490									LN			58			7			false			 7              Louisiana Association of Educator						false


			1491									LN			58			8			false			 8              and I have been in education for						false


			1492									LN			58			9			false			 9              43 years.						false


			1493									LN			58			10			false			10                  First, thank you for allowing						false


			1494									LN			58			11			false			11              me to speak.  I am here today to						false


			1495									LN			58			12			false			12              ask this board to consider the						false


			1496									LN			58			13			false			13              negative impact of making local						false


			1497									LN			58			14			false			14              school ad valorem tax money a						false


			1498									LN			58			15			false			15              phantom promise leaving our						false


			1499									LN			58			16			false			16              school system struggling to						false
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			1501									LN			58			18			false			18              school employees why we continue						false


			1502									LN			58			19			false			19              to keep wealthy corporate						false


			1503									LN			58			20			false			20              companies from paying their						false


			1504									LN			58			21			false			21              constitutional ad valorem taxes						false


			1505									LN			58			22			false			22              to help support community						false


			1506									LN			58			23			false			23              services and schools.  I ask this						false
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			1510									LN			59			1			false			 1              Schools should not bear the						false


			1511									LN			59			2			false			 2              burden and the harmful effects						false


			1512									LN			59			3			false			 3              incurred through the non-payment						false


			1513									LN			59			4			false			 4              of tax money sorely needed by						false


			1514									LN			59			5			false			 5              every school district to pay the						false


			1515									LN			59			6			false			 6              employees, build or refurbish						false


			1516									LN			59			7			false			 7              school buildings and most						false


			1517									LN			59			8			false			 8              importantly give students						false


			1518									LN			59			9			false			 9              resources needed to become						false


			1519									LN			59			10			false			10              successful in life.  Louisiana is						false


			1520									LN			59			11			false			11              the only state in the union that						false


			1521									LN			59			12			false			12              shaves away local taxes from						false


			1522									LN			59			13			false			13              schools.  Mississippi doesn't do						false


			1523									LN			59			14			false			14              it.  Texas doesn't do it.						false


			1524									LN			59			15			false			15              Arkansas doesn't do it.  In fact,						false


			1525									LN			59			16			false			16              Louisiana is the only state in						false


			1526									LN			59			17			false			17              the country that raises its much						false


			1527									LN			59			18			false			18              needed tax money to companies						false


			1528									LN			59			19			false			19              that are wealthier and better off						false


			1529									LN			59			20			false			20              than our school districts.						false


			1530									LN			59			21			false			21              Though many will say that the						false


			1531									LN			59			22			false			22              exemption it won't provide much						false


			1532									LN			59			23			false			23              in the way of helping to fill the						false


			1533									LN			59			24			false			24              needs of our school systems, we						false


			1534									LN			59			25			false			25              all have to acknowledge it will						false
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			1536									LN			60			1			false			 1              be more than they correctly						false


			1537									LN			60			2			false			 2              receive.  And in a world of						false


			1538									LN			60			3			false			 3              education every single dollar						false


			1539									LN			60			4			false			 4              counts.						false


			1540									LN			60			5			false			 5                  Over time as property returns						false


			1541									LN			60			6			false			 6              to the catch roles, the income						false


			1542									LN			60			7			false			 7              from these ad valorem taxes will						false


			1543									LN			60			8			false			 8              accumulate to provide a growing						false


			1544									LN			60			9			false			 9              dollar amount.  Our children here						false


			1545									LN			60			10			false			10              in East Baton Rouge Parish school						false


			1546									LN			60			11			false			11              district and children in all						false


			1547									LN			60			12			false			12              school districts around the state						false


			1548									LN			60			13			false			13              deserve every dollar we can put						false


			1549									LN			60			14			false			14              to work for them.  Additionally						false


			1550									LN			60			15			false			15              our taxpayers who are always the						false


			1551									LN			60			16			false			16              first that we go to when we need						false


			1552									LN			60			17			false			17              money for our schools deserve a						false


			1553									LN			60			18			false			18              break in the taxes they pay.  If						false


			1554									LN			60			19			false			19              we removed school districts from						false


			1555									LN			60			20			false			20              this tax exemption program all						false


			1556									LN			60			21			false			21              together, we would be giving our						false


			1557									LN			60			22			false			22              tax payers a break in what they						false


			1558									LN			60			23			false			23              have to pay in order to educate						false


			1559									LN			60			24			false			24              their children.  Thank you.						false
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			1562									LN			61			1			false			 1                  Thank you, Ms. Meaux.  Girard						false


			1563									LN			61			2			false			 2              Melancon, CP -- I am sorry, Ph.D.						false


			1564									LN			61			3			false			 3              Sorry, sir.						false


			1565									LN			61			4			false			 4                  MR. MELANCON:						false


			1566									LN			61			5			false			 5                  I was going to say my brother						false


			1567									LN			61			6			false			 6              is in the room, but he is in New						false


			1568									LN			61			7			false			 7              York City.  Once again, Girard						false


			1569									LN			61			8			false			 8              Melancon. I am not a native						false


			1570									LN			61			9			false			 9              Louisiana, but before I get into						false


			1571									LN			61			10			false			10              that, I'm currently the Executive						false


			1572									LN			61			11			false			11              Director for WorkForce Education						false


			1573									LN			61			12			false			12              at Baton Rouge Community College,						false


			1574									LN			61			13			false			13              and I am also President of the						false


			1575									LN			61			14			false			14              national council for workforce						false


			1576									LN			61			15			false			15              education, so we have a 400						false


			1577									LN			61			16			false			16              member community college						false


			1578									LN			61			17			false			17              workforce develop group that I'm						false


			1579									LN			61			18			false			18              President elect for, and I'm						false


			1580									LN			61			19			false			19              really the envy of a lot of my						false


			1581									LN			61			20			false			20              colleagues on the board.  I also						false


			1582									LN			61			21			false			21              was raised in the State of						false


			1583									LN			61			22			false			22              Illinois.  Funny, my dad is						false


			1584									LN			61			23			false			23              Donald Melancon, which, by the						false


			1585									LN			61			24			false			24              way, he found a stage someplace						false


			1586									LN			61			25			false			25              in the common system of Illinois.						false
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			1588									LN			62			1			false			 1              I'm not sure if there is another						false


			1589									LN			62			2			false			 2              stage village at all, but I was						false


			1590									LN			62			3			false			 3              raised in the State of Illinois,						false


			1591									LN			62			4			false			 4              and growing up there, southeast						false


			1592									LN			62			5			false			 5              Chicago, the rust belt of the						false


			1593									LN			62			6			false			 6              Midwest, and I pray every day,						false


			1594									LN			62			7			false			 7              who my dad was the principal, he						false


			1595									LN			62			8			false			 8              died early, 63, and my mother is						false


			1596									LN			62			9			false			 9              still alive and she was a school						false


			1597									LN			62			10			false			10              teacher of 43 years and she still						false


			1598									LN			62			11			false			11              receives a state pension for						false


			1599									LN			62			12			false			12              however long that is because the						false


			1600									LN			62			13			false			13              state budget of Illinois is						false


			1601									LN			62			14			false			14              horrendous because of no industry						false


			1602									LN			62			15			false			15              and a lot of high migration.						false


			1603									LN			62			16			false			16                  I don't want to see that						false


			1604									LN			62			17			false			17              happen here in Baton Rouge.  I						false


			1605									LN			62			18			false			18              also studied in Colorado for						false


			1606									LN			62			19			false			19              seven years.  I was groomed to be						false


			1607									LN			62			20			false			20              a city manager.  I understand the						false


			1608									LN			62			21			false			21              role of ad valorem property tax						false


			1609									LN			62			22			false			22              and how they can fund local						false


			1610									LN			62			23			false			23              communities and systems and so						false


			1611									LN			62			24			false			24              forth.  But without a signal of						false


			1612									LN			62			25			false			25              strong economic development and						false
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			1614									LN			63			1			false			 1              growth, nothing is going to grow.						false


			1615									LN			63			2			false			 2              We are in the workforce.  These						false


			1616									LN			63			3			false			 3              part time jobs I have seen						false


			1617									LN			63			4			false			 4              firsthand, my unit is built						false


			1618									LN			63			5			false			 5              around industry base						false


			1619									LN			63			6			false			 6              certification with the unskilled						false


			1620									LN			63			7			false			 7              worker to a middle skilled						false


			1621									LN			63			8			false			 8              worker.  Our economy is built						false


			1622									LN			63			9			false			 9              around middle skilled jobs.  20						false


			1623									LN			63			10			false			10              percent unskilled, 54 percent						false


			1624									LN			63			11			false			11              currently, 57 percent currently						false


			1625									LN			63			12			false			12              middle skilled. Most of those						false


			1626									LN			63			13			false			13              skills are industrial plants;						false


			1627									LN			63			14			false			14              pipers, welders, instrumentation						false


			1628									LN			63			15			false			15              techs, electricians, and so						false


			1629									LN			63			16			false			16              forth.  Working with Exxon right						false


			1630									LN			63			17			false			17              now for the past four years or						false


			1631									LN			63			18			false			18              so.  We are rating unskilled						false


			1632									LN			63			19			false			19              workers and moving them up in						false


			1633									LN			63			20			false			20              north Baton Rouge community from						false


			1634									LN			63			21			false			21              a laborer blaster painter to a						false


			1635									LN			63			22			false			22              pipe fitter, electrician or						false


			1636									LN			63			23			false			23              welder. We're doing that.  People						false


			1637									LN			63			24			false			24              are growing.						false


			1638									LN			63			25			false			25                  This industry -- there is no						false
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			1640									LN			64			1			false			 1              other industry that can do that.						false


			1641									LN			64			2			false			 2              It could be tech jobs and we						false
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			1906									LN			74			7			false			 7              very good thing and our local						false


			1907									LN			74			8			false			 8              communities need to understand						false


			1908									LN			74			9			false			 9              that they can benefit when we						false


			1909									LN			74			10			false			10              bring investment here.  Whether						false


			1910									LN			74			11			false			11              it's the $13 million we were able						false


			1911									LN			74			12			false			12              to get to Louisiana to help our						false


			1912									LN			74			13			false			13              teachers and help our school						false


			1913									LN			74			14			false			14              system.  We're expanding that						false


			1914									LN			74			15			false			15              program this summer to extend to						false


			1915									LN			74			16			false			16              800 teachers.  Investment --						false


			1916									LN			74			17			false			17              project investment brings						false


			1917									LN			74			18			false			18              community investment with it.  We						false


			1918									LN			74			19			false			19              want to do more in north Baton						false


			1919									LN			74			20			false			20              Rouge.  We want to do more for						false


			1920									LN			74			21			false			21              our educators.  We want to do						false


			1921									LN			74			22			false			22              more for our community.						false


			1922									LN			74			23			false			23                  So, thank you, this is a						false


			1923									LN			74			24			false			24              great step in the right direction						false


			1924									LN			74			25			false			25              and let's keep moving forward for						false


			1925									PG			75			0			false			page 75						false


			1926									LN			75			1			false			 1              Louisiana.						false


			1927									LN			75			2			false			 2                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1928									LN			75			3			false			 3                  Thank you, Ms. Cargile.  The						false


			1929									LN			75			4			false			 4              next we have Steve Nosacka.						false


			1930									LN			75			5			false			 5                  MR. NOSACKA:						false


			1931									LN			75			6			false			 6                  Good morning. I am Steve						false


			1932									LN			75			7			false			 7              Nosacka.  I am the public affairs						false


			1933									LN			75			8			false			 8              manager for the town of Gramercy,						false


			1934									LN			75			9			false			 9              and also the grace of being able						false


			1935									LN			75			10			false			10              to serve as mayor the last						false


			1936									LN			75			11			false			11              several years, and also I served						false


			1937									LN			75			12			false			12              St. James Parish as the economic						false


			1938									LN			75			13			false			13              development consultant. I'm here						false


			1939									LN			75			14			false			14              on behalf of our St. James Parish						false


			1940									LN			75			15			false			15              elected officials to encourage						false


			1941									LN			75			16			false			16              you and tell you that we						false


			1942									LN			75			17			false			17              absolutely support these changes						false


			1943									LN			75			18			false			18              especially in the stability that						false


			1944									LN			75			19			false			19              we think this will bring and						false


			1945									LN			75			20			false			20              continue to bring to our economic						false


			1946									LN			75			21			false			21              development and also our						false


			1947									LN			75			22			false			22              community development efforts.						false


			1948									LN			75			23			false			23              We continue to appreciate in						false


			1949									LN			75			24			false			24              value this that the changes --						false


			1950									LN			75			25			false			25              that these changes preserve the						false


			1951									PG			76			0			false			page 76						false


			1952									LN			76			1			false			 1              -- preserve and continue to give						false


			1953									LN			76			2			false			 2              our local stakeholders the final						false


			1954									LN			76			3			false			 3              say in our property tax dollars.						false


			1955									LN			76			4			false			 4              I heard a mayor say before or						false


			1956									LN			76			5			false			 5              several years back at the						false


			1957									LN			76			6			false			 6              capital, you know it's really						false


			1958									LN			76			7			false			 7              troubling when you have to come						false


			1959									LN			76			8			false			 8              to Baton Rouge for your money,						false


			1960									LN			76			9			false			 9              but for all that, which is why I						false


			1961									LN			76			10			false			10              continue to support and encourage						false


			1962									LN			76			11			false			11              you to adopt these changes that						false


			1963									LN			76			12			false			12              allow us to have the final say						false


			1964									LN			76			13			false			13              where our local property tax						false


			1965									LN			76			14			false			14              dollars go.  Again, we thank you						false


			1966									LN			76			15			false			15              for this and God speed to you in						false


			1967									LN			76			16			false			16              your efforts to get it						false


			1968									LN			76			17			false			17              implemented.						false


			1969									LN			76			18			false			18                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			1970									LN			76			19			false			19                  Thank you, Mayor Nosacka.						false


			1971									LN			76			20			false			20              Robert Thompson.						false


			1972									LN			76			21			false			21                  MR. THOMPSON:						false


			1973									LN			76			22			false			22                  My name is Robert Thompson						false


			1974									LN			76			23			false			23              and I am a life long resident of						false


			1975									LN			76			24			false			24              Baton Rouge, and I want to say						false


			1976									LN			76			25			false			25              that the changes that you bring						false


			1977									PG			77			0			false			page 77						false


			1978									LN			77			1			false			 1              forth are headed in the right						false


			1979									LN			77			2			false			 2              direction, but I would request						false


			1980									LN			77			3			false			 3              that you take a look at the						false


			1981									LN			77			4			false			 4              loopholes that Mr. Bagert and the						false


			1982									LN			77			5			false			 5              other lady from Together Baton						false


			1983									LN			77			6			false			 6              Rouge has brought forth as the						false


			1984									LN			77			7			false			 7              loopholes in this -- in these						false


			1985									LN			77			8			false			 8              changes and also Ms. Loop brought						false


			1986									LN			77			9			false			 9              forth the idea of education and						false


			1987									LN			77			10			false			10              exempting East Baton Rouge Parish						false


			1988									LN			77			11			false			11              School Board from the ITEP.  I						false


			1989									LN			77			12			false			12              personally have a daughter who is						false


			1990									LN			77			13			false			13              a school teacher and she taught						false


			1991									LN			77			14			false			14              here in East Baton Rouge Parish						false


			1992									LN			77			15			false			15              for three years and finally had						false


			1993									LN			77			16			false			16              to realize that she couldn't						false


			1994									LN			77			17			false			17              sustain a decent livelihood of						false


			1995									LN			77			18			false			18              her pay.  The teachers here have						false


			1996									LN			77			19			false			19              not received a raise in ten						false


			1997									LN			77			20			false			20              years.  She is in Atlanta now and						false


			1998									LN			77			21			false			21              has received a raise every year						false


			1999									LN			77			22			false			22              she's been there, so I'm						false


			2000									LN			77			23			false			23              requesting those two things that						false


			2001									LN			77			24			false			24              you take a look at the proposed						false


			2002									LN			77			25			false			25              that we brought forward and also						false


			2003									PG			78			0			false			page 78						false


			2004									LN			78			1			false			 1              look at exempting East Baton						false


			2005									LN			78			2			false			 2              Rouge Parish from the rules.						false


			2006									LN			78			3			false			 3              Thank you.						false


			2007									LN			78			4			false			 4                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2008									LN			78			5			false			 5                  Thank you, Mr. Thompson.						false


			2009									LN			78			6			false			 6              That was the last of our comment						false


			2010									LN			78			7			false			 7              cards.  Is anyone else with us						false


			2011									LN			78			8			false			 8              today that would like to step						false


			2012									LN			78			9			false			 9              forward?  Please step forward and						false


			2013									LN			78			10			false			10              fill a card for me afterward. I						false


			2014									LN			78			11			false			11              am sorry. I don't have them. As						false


			2015									LN			78			12			false			12              you said before, our first						false


			2016									LN			78			13			false			13              meeting was seven hours and I						false


			2017									LN			78			14			false			14              want people to have their						false


			2018									LN			78			15			false			15              opportunity to express						false


			2019									LN			78			16			false			16              themselves. So please step						false


			2020									LN			78			17			false			17              forward and fill out the card						false


			2021									LN			78			18			false			18              afterward and if for some reason						false


			2022									LN			78			19			false			19              we don't have it so we have it in						false


			2023									LN			78			20			false			20              the record.						false


			2024									LN			78			21			false			21                  MR. SMITH:						false


			2025									LN			78			22			false			22                  Ronald Smith.  I'm chairman						false


			2026									LN			78			23			false			23              of the board of the Baton Rouge						false


			2027									LN			78			24			false			24              Economic Development District.  I						false


			2028									LN			78			25			false			25              think she has the card.  And my						false


			2029									PG			79			0			false			page 79						false


			2030									LN			79			1			false			 1              executive director here, we were						false


			2031									LN			79			2			false			 2              both -- I could have easily said						false


			2032									LN			79			3			false			 3              ditto but there is a few						false


			2033									LN			79			4			false			 4              exceptions to the ditto.  One is						false


			2034									LN			79			5			false			 5              that we are in support of the						false


			2035									LN			79			6			false			 6              economic development,						false


			2036									LN			79			7			false			 7              particularly and we have been						false


			2037									LN			79			8			false			 8              charged with the function of						false


			2038									LN			79			9			false			 9              developing Baton Rouge north.						false


			2039									LN			79			10			false			10              It's been overlooked.  Economic						false


			2040									LN			79			11			false			11              development is going to --						false


			2041									LN			79			12			false			12              immediately is going to make or						false


			2042									LN			79			13			false			13              break the north Baton Rouge area.						false


			2043									LN			79			14			false			14              I'm a life long resident of Baton						false


			2044									LN			79			15			false			15              Rouge but I did work for General						false


			2045									LN			79			16			false			16              Motors at that time, which is the						false


			2046									LN			79			17			false			17              largest corporation in America.						false


			2047									LN			79			18			false			18              And if anybody knows what						false


			2048									LN			79			19			false			19              happened to General Motors						false


			2049									LN			79			20			false			20              several years ago what happened						false


			2050									LN			79			21			false			21              to the City of Detroit, and I						false


			2051									LN			79			22			false			22              strongly, as Dr. Melancon						false


			2052									LN			79			23			false			23              mentioned, some of the other						false


			2053									LN			79			24			false			24              industries in the rust belt, I						false


			2054									LN			79			25			false			25              would sure not have to leave						false


			2055									PG			80			0			false			page 80						false


			2056									LN			80			1			false			 1              Baton Rouge as I did Detroit due						false


			2057									LN			80			2			false			 2              to the situation that happened						false


			2058									LN			80			3			false			 3              there.						false


			2059									LN			80			4			false			 4                  Both my daughters have left						false


			2060									LN			80			5			false			 5              the state because of the lack of						false


			2061									LN			80			6			false			 6              opportunity for them, but also as						false


			2062									LN			80			7			false			 7              we -- in the north Baton Rouge						false


			2063									LN			80			8			false			 8              region, we talked to barbers,						false


			2064									LN			80			9			false			 9              landscapers, all of those people						false


			2065									LN			80			10			false			10              that have not been mentioned						false


			2066									LN			80			11			false			11              here, all of those trickle down						false


			2067									LN			80			12			false			12              jobs that are related to this and						false


			2068									LN			80			13			false			13              not being counted.  I think you						false


			2069									LN			80			14			false			14              have to take those jobs into						false


			2070									LN			80			15			false			15              consideration.  There are two						false


			2071									LN			80			16			false			16              YMCA's in this parish that bear						false


			2072									LN			80			17			false			17              the name of industrial business.						false


			2073									LN			80			18			false			18              Actually, three.  There is on the						false


			2074									LN			80			19			false			19              westbank and there is an						false


			2075									LN			80			20			false			20              ExxonMobil YMCA and it's one of						false


			2076									LN			80			21			false			21              those facilities that have been						false


			2077									LN			80			22			false			22              able to open or operate without						false


			2078									LN			80			23			false			23              the assistance of major millions						false


			2079									LN			80			24			false			24              of dollars in donations to drive						false


			2080									LN			80			25			false			25              summer camps, swim programs and						false


			2081									PG			81			0			false			page 81						false


			2082									LN			81			1			false			 1              the like, so a lot of these						false


			2083									LN			81			2			false			 2              things are not taken into						false


			2084									LN			81			3			false			 3              consideration under the dollars						false


			2085									LN			81			4			false			 4              that are counted, so we are in						false


			2086									LN			81			5			false			 5              support of economic development.						false


			2087									LN			81			6			false			 6              ITEP is just one of those						false


			2088									LN			81			7			false			 7              functions that help bring that						false


			2089									LN			81			8			false			 8              and I would like to yield the						false


			2090									LN			81			9			false			 9              remainder of my time to the						false


			2091									LN			81			10			false			10              executive director.						false


			2092									LN			81			11			false			11                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2093									LN			81			12			false			12                  Thank you, Mr. Smith, but						false


			2094									LN			81			13			false			13              we're going to give you a full						false


			2095									LN			81			14			false			14              three minutes, too.						false


			2096									LN			81			15			false			15                  MR. JACOBS:						false


			2097									LN			81			16			false			16                  Rinaldi Jacobs.  Of the Baton						false


			2098									LN			81			17			false			17              Rouge North Economic Development						false


			2099									LN			81			18			false			18              District.						false


			2100									LN			81			19			false			19                  In 1776 was the birth of this						false


			2101									LN			81			20			false			20              nation. Also at that time Mr.						false


			2102									LN			81			21			false			21              Addis misspoke, the wealth of the						false


			2103									LN			81			22			false			22              nations was also created.  Within						false


			2104									LN			81			23			false			23              the dynamic of this republic and						false


			2105									LN			81			24			false			24              the dynamic of economics both						false


			2106									LN			81			25			false			25              have played an important crucial						false


			2107									PG			82			0			false			page 82						false


			2108									LN			82			1			false			 1              role in the development of this						false


			2109									LN			82			2			false			 2              democracy.  It is without						false


			2110									LN			82			3			false			 3              compromise and with compromise						false


			2111									LN			82			4			false			 4              that this democracy will continue						false


			2112									LN			82			5			false			 5              thus applicable to these rules						false


			2113									LN			82			6			false			 6              while it is very, very important						false


			2114									LN			82			7			false			 7              and we understand we must have a						false


			2115									LN			82			8			false			 8              strong and vibrant democracy.						false


			2116									LN			82			9			false			 9              Equally as important is having a						false


			2117									LN			82			10			false			10              strong economic base for our						false


			2118									LN			82			11			false			11              communities.						false


			2119									LN			82			12			false			12                  Many of us have watched the						false


			2120									LN			82			13			false			13              dis -- and you can put whatever						false


			2121									LN			82			14			false			14              you want behind dis in north						false


			2122									LN			82			15			false			15              Baton Rouge.  Disinvestment,						false


			2123									LN			82			16			false			16              disenfranchisement, dis and that						false


			2124									LN			82			17			false			17              as we say in Morgan City where						false


			2125									LN			82			18			false			18              I'm from in south Louisiana.  I						false


			2126									LN			82			19			false			19              work in the oil patch.  I lost a						false


			2127									LN			82			20			false			20              piece of one of my fingers in the						false


			2128									LN			82			21			false			21              oil patch, so I'm very much						false


			2129									LN			82			22			false			22              concerned with how industry						false


			2130									LN			82			23			false			23              treats its citizens.  By the same						false


			2131									LN			82			24			false			24              token those jobs in the oil patch						false


			2132									LN			82			25			false			25              allowed me to get two degrees						false


			2133									PG			83			0			false			page 83						false


			2134									LN			83			1			false			 1              from Southern University.  It						false


			2135									LN			83			2			false			 2              allowed me to come back to						false


			2136									LN			83			3			false			 3              Louisiana and raise my two sons						false


			2137									LN			83			4			false			 4              here as opposed to a state of						false


			2138									LN			83			5			false			 5              Connecticut where we were living						false


			2139									LN			83			6			false			 6              for eight years.  We came back						false


			2140									LN			83			7			false			 7              home.  It is a difficult						false


			2141									LN			83			8			false			 8              challenge sometimes to tell young						false


			2142									LN			83			9			false			 9              people of this generation to						false


			2143									LN			83			10			false			10              stay, raise your children and put						false


			2144									LN			83			11			false			11              them in public schools.  However,						false


			2145									LN			83			12			false			12              my family has made that choice.						false


			2146									LN			83			13			false			13              Not simply because Exxon is						false


			2147									LN			83			14			false			14              there, my kids don't work for						false


			2148									LN			83			15			false			15              those companies but they work for						false


			2149									LN			83			16			false			16              other companies that are equally						false


			2150									LN			83			17			false			17              as important to this city and the						false


			2151									LN			83			18			false			18              stability of this parish.  They						false


			2152									LN			83			19			false			19              both went to public schools and						false


			2153									LN			83			20			false			20              both graduated from Southern						false


			2154									LN			83			21			false			21              University.						false


			2155									LN			83			22			false			22                  What's my point?  The						false


			2156									LN			83			23			false			23              industrial base in north Baton						false


			2157									LN			83			24			false			24              Rouge is very, very crucial.						false


			2158									LN			83			25			false			25              Isn't crucial as much as we call						false


			2159									PG			84			0			false			page 84						false


			2160									LN			84			1			false			 1              ourselves the blue collar part of						false


			2161									LN			84			2			false			 2              town as we do the medical parts,						false


			2162									LN			84			3			false			 3              we'll call them the lab coats,						false


			2163									LN			84			4			false			 4              and the downtown and governmental						false


			2164									LN			84			5			false			 5              area we'll just call those white						false


			2165									LN			84			6			false			 6              collar.  No matter which collar						false


			2166									LN			84			7			false			 7              you wear or if you don't wear a						false


			2167									LN			84			8			false			 8              collar at all, we believe that						false


			2168									LN			84			9			false			 9              tax and training of workers is						false


			2169									LN			84			10			false			10              equally as important as anything						false


			2170									LN			84			11			false			11              else, so we as business leaders						false


			2171									LN			84			12			false			12              are constantly bombarded with						false


			2172									LN			84			13			false			13              this stability and						false


			2173									LN			84			14			false			14              predictability, as a business						false


			2174									LN			84			15			false			15              owner we need a stable workforce						false


			2175									LN			84			16			false			16              and we need predictable taxes and						false


			2176									LN			84			17			false			17              we need educated workforce and we						false


			2177									LN			84			18			false			18              need compromise when it's time to						false


			2178									LN			84			19			false			19              compromise.  Compromise usually						false


			2179									LN			84			20			false			20              means, as I was taught as a young						false


			2180									LN			84			21			false			21              political scientist at Southern						false


			2181									LN			84			22			false			22              University, is that nobody gets						false


			2182									LN			84			23			false			23              everything that they want but						false


			2183									LN			84			24			false			24              everybody gets something else						false


			2184									LN			84			25			false			25              that they need, so work the						false
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			2186									LN			85			1			false			 1              rules, ladies and gentlemen, such						false


			2187									LN			85			2			false			 2              that the citizen, their tax						false


			2188									LN			85			3			false			 3              dollar benefit and there is						false


			2189									LN			85			4			false			 4              predictability for bids as well						false


			2190									LN			85			5			false			 5              as the many citizens of this city						false


			2191									LN			85			6			false			 6              and of this state and of north						false


			2192									LN			85			7			false			 7              Baton Rouge specifically, we not						false


			2193									LN			85			8			false			 8              only deserve it, we have to have						false


			2194									LN			85			9			false			 9              it. Thank you very much.						false


			2195									LN			85			10			false			10                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2196									LN			85			11			false			11                  Thank you, sir.  Caroline S.						false


			2197									LN			85			12			false			12              Mays.						false


			2198									LN			85			13			false			13                  MS. MAYS:						false


			2199									LN			85			14			false			14                  Yes.						false


			2200									LN			85			15			false			15                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2201									LN			85			16			false			16                  Sorry we missed you earlier.						false


			2202									LN			85			17			false			17                  MS. MAYS:						false


			2203									LN			85			18			false			18                  No problem.  Good morning. My						false


			2204									LN			85			19			false			19              name is Caroline Stampley Mays,						false


			2205									LN			85			20			false			20              and I've held several positions						false


			2206									LN			85			21			false			21              in my 19 years at ExxonMobil, and						false


			2207									LN			85			22			false			22              my current role is project						false


			2208									LN			85			23			false			23              procurement advisor of capital						false


			2209									LN			85			24			false			24              investments to our Baton Rouge						false


			2210									LN			85			25			false			25              complex.						false
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			2212									LN			86			1			false			 1                  Baton Rouge is home for me.						false


			2213									LN			86			2			false			 2              I'm a product of the East Baton						false


			2214									LN			86			3			false			 3              Rouge Parish School System,						false


			2215									LN			86			4			false			 4              gifted and talented program.  I						false


			2216									LN			86			5			false			 5              graduated from Scottlandville						false


			2217									LN			86			6			false			 6              Magnet High School engineering						false


			2218									LN			86			7			false			 7              program and I'm an alumna of						false


			2219									LN			86			8			false			 8              Southern University where I						false


			2220									LN			86			9			false			 9              obtained a degree in mechanical						false


			2221									LN			86			10			false			10              engineering.  I, like many of my						false


			2222									LN			86			11			false			11              peers, left Louisiana after						false


			2223									LN			86			12			false			12              graduating and started my						false


			2224									LN			86			13			false			13              professional career with						false


			2225									LN			86			14			false			14              ExxonMobil in Baytown, Texas. I						false


			2226									LN			86			15			false			15              spent just shy of five years away						false


			2227									LN			86			16			false			16              before an opportunity arose,						false


			2228									LN			86			17			false			17              which allowed me to relocate						false


			2229									LN			86			18			false			18              home.  My husband is also a						false


			2230									LN			86			19			false			19              native of Baton Rouge and a						false


			2231									LN			86			20			false			20              physician who completed his						false


			2232									LN			86			21			false			21              training abroad, but returned						false


			2233									LN			86			22			false			22              back home to the community that						false


			2234									LN			86			23			false			23              nursed him during his childhood.						false


			2235									LN			86			24			false			24              My twin babies attend school here						false


			2236									LN			86			25			false			25              and will be starting kindergarten						false
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			2238									LN			87			1			false			 1              in the fall, and my parents,						false


			2239									LN			87			2			false			 2              siblings and inloves {sic} which						false


			2240									LN			87			3			false			 3              I like to call them, my inlaws,						false


			2241									LN			87			4			false			 4              are all here in Baton Rouge as						false


			2242									LN			87			5			false			 5              well.						false


			2243									LN			87			6			false			 6                  This proposal that you are						false


			2244									LN			87			7			false			 7              all considering is very personal						false


			2245									LN			87			8			false			 8              to me.  I want to be here.  I						false


			2246									LN			87			9			false			 9              want there to be more opportunity						false


			2247									LN			87			10			false			10              in Baton Rouge so that I can stay						false


			2248									LN			87			11			false			11              here, so that my husband can stay						false


			2249									LN			87			12			false			12              here and so that my kids can stay						false


			2250									LN			87			13			false			13              here, so that engineering						false


			2251									LN			87			14			false			14              students that I recruit at						false


			2252									LN			87			15			false			15              Southern University can stay here						false


			2253									LN			87			16			false			16              and the many kids, especially						false


			2254									LN			87			17			false			17              young girls, that I mentor in the						false


			2255									LN			87			18			false			18              community can stay here as well.						false


			2256									LN			87			19			false			19              The only way to bring opportunity						false


			2257									LN			87			20			false			20              is capital investment, and in						false


			2258									LN			87			21			false			21              order to bring investment, we						false


			2259									LN			87			22			false			22              need predictability.  I strongly						false


			2260									LN			87			23			false			23              ask that you support LEDC						false


			2261									LN			87			24			false			24              proposed new guidelines because						false


			2262									LN			87			25			false			25              zero percent of zero is zero.						false


			2263									PG			88			0			false			page 88						false


			2264									LN			88			1			false			 1              Thank you-all for the opportunity						false


			2265									LN			88			2			false			 2              to speak.						false


			2266									LN			88			3			false			 3                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2267									LN			88			4			false			 4                  Thank you, Ms. Mays.  All						false


			2268									LN			88			5			false			 5              right.  One last bite at the						false


			2269									LN			88			6			false			 6              apple.						false


			2270									LN			88			7			false			 7                  Are there any other comments						false


			2271									LN			88			8			false			 8              that -- any other individuals						false


			2272									LN			88			9			false			 9              that would like to come forward						false


			2273									LN			88			10			false			10              and make comments? Do you have a						false


			2274									LN			88			11			false			11              card?  Please identify yourself.						false


			2275									LN			88			12			false			12                  MR. COPESKY:						false


			2276									LN			88			13			false			13                  Jeff Copesky.  I am with						false


			2277									LN			88			14			false			14              ExxonMobil.  I wasn't going to						false


			2278									LN			88			15			false			15              come up here but my references to						false


			2279									LN			88			16			false			16              the people wearing clothes and						false


			2280									LN			88			17			false			17              not wearing clothes and being						false


			2281									LN			88			18			false			18              straight forward, my wife is in						false


			2282									LN			88			19			false			19              the public school system and						false


			2283									LN			88			20			false			20              she's -- to lay at the feet of						false


			2284									LN			88			21			false			21              ITEP, the problems that we are						false


			2285									LN			88			22			false			22              facing in our public school						false


			2286									LN			88			23			false			23              system is just simply						false


			2287									LN			88			24			false			24              disingenuous and opportunistic.						false


			2288									LN			88			25			false			25              I hear every day what's going on						false


			2289									PG			89			0			false			page 89						false


			2290									LN			89			1			false			 1              in the school system, and I can						false


			2291									LN			89			2			false			 2              tell you what we need are people						false


			2292									LN			89			3			false			 3              creating jobs, encouraging them						false


			2293									LN			89			4			false			 4              to create jobs.						false


			2294									LN			89			5			false			 5                  I was looking at the handout						false


			2295									LN			89			6			false			 6              here that says two of every three						false


			2296									LN			89			7			false			 7              property tax dollars collected at						false


			2297									LN			89			8			false			 8              the capital region come from						false


			2298									LN			89			9			false			 9              industry.  In addition business						false


			2299									LN			89			10			false			10              and industry pays 50 percent of						false


			2300									LN			89			11			false			11              all state -- of sales taxes						false


			2301									LN			89			12			false			12              collected in the state.  I think						false


			2302									LN			89			13			false			13              we need to be growing instead of						false


			2303									LN			89			14			false			14              dividing.  We do need to be						false


			2304									LN			89			15			false			15              together, but we need to be						false


			2305									LN			89			16			false			16              working together for solutions						false


			2306									LN			89			17			false			17              that better everybody, and I						false


			2307									LN			89			18			false			18              think I'm left with the --						false


			2308									LN			89			19			false			19              another parable, and that's						false


			2309									LN			89			20			false			20              killing the goose that lays the						false


			2310									LN			89			21			false			21              golden eggs. I'm not saying that						false


			2311									LN			89			22			false			22              we're perfect, but we are out						false


			2312									LN			89			23			false			23              there trying to grow the state,						false


			2313									LN			89			24			false			24              bringing more geese to this state						false


			2314									LN			89			25			false			25              so we are all lifted up at the						false
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			2316									LN			90			1			false			 1              same time, and I would just say I						false


			2317									LN			90			2			false			 2              resent the divisiveness, I regret						false


			2318									LN			90			3			false			 3              it, and I just don't think we						false


			2319									LN			90			4			false			 4              should be the pinata for the						false


			2320									LN			90			5			false			 5              problems of the state.  Thank you						false


			2321									LN			90			6			false			 6              very much.						false


			2322									LN			90			7			false			 7                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2323									LN			90			8			false			 8                  Thank you, Mr. Copesky.  All						false


			2324									LN			90			9			false			 9              right. So that was the last one.						false


			2325									LN			90			10			false			10                  Do we have any other						false


			2326									LN			90			11			false			11              questions or comments by any of						false


			2327									LN			90			12			false			12              the board members concerning any						false


			2328									LN			90			13			false			13              of the rules? Don, unless you						false


			2329									LN			90			14			false			14              have a question, I was going to						false


			2330									LN			90			15			false			15              go over there.  No.  Any other						false


			2331									LN			90			16			false			16              questions by any of the board						false


			2332									LN			90			17			false			17              members?						false


			2333									LN			90			18			false			18                  All right. So I'm going to						false


			2334									LN			90			19			false			19              give a quick highlight of the						false


			2335									LN			90			20			false			20              upcoming dates and deadlines at						false


			2336									LN			90			21			false			21              the highest of levels June 22nd						false


			2337									LN			90			22			false			22              is the deadline to submit the						false


			2338									LN			90			23			false			23              written comments.  June 25th, LED						false


			2339									LN			90			24			false			24              will hold a public hearing						false


			2340									LN			90			25			false			25              pursuant to the Administrative						false
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			2342									LN			91			1			false			 1              Procedures Act.  Everyone is						false


			2343									LN			91			2			false			 2              invited to that meeting.  And						false


			2344									LN			91			3			false			 3              then on June 27th the C&I's						false


			2345									LN			91			4			false			 4              regular board meeting to -- will						false


			2346									LN			91			5			false			 5              include consideration of the						false


			2347									LN			91			6			false			 6              proposed changes.  On the						false


			2348									LN			91			7			false			 7              department's website, I believe						false


			2349									LN			91			8			false			 8              we have this.  This.  Okay.  So						false


			2350									LN			91			9			false			 9              this is a very detailed proposed						false


			2351									LN			91			10			false			10              timeline for promulgation for						false


			2352									LN			91			11			false			11              Industrial Tax Exemption rules.						false


			2353									LN			91			12			false			12              May 10th activity has occurred.						false


			2354									LN			91			13			false			13              May 20th has occurred. I just						false


			2355									LN			91			14			false			14              mentioned the June 22nd meeting.						false


			2356									LN			91			15			false			15              I just mentioned the June 25th						false


			2357									LN			91			16			false			16              meeting.  On the 27th, again,						false


			2358									LN			91			17			false			17              we'll deliberate and consider the						false


			2359									LN			91			18			false			18              proposed rules.  The target date						false


			2360									LN			91			19			false			19              for summary report oversight						false


			2361									LN			91			20			false			20              committee because these rules						false


			2362									LN			91			21			false			21              have to go to the oversight						false


			2363									LN			91			22			false			22              committee of the house committee						false


			2364									LN			91			23			false			23              on commerce -- would be easier						false


			2365									LN			91			24			false			24              with glasses -- house committee						false


			2366									LN			91			25			false			25              on commerce and city committee on						false
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			2368									LN			92			1			false			 1              commerce and international						false


			2369									LN			92			2			false			 2              affairs is targeted for June						false


			2370									LN			92			3			false			 3              29th.  Assuming we go through						false


			2371									LN			92			4			false			 4              that successfully with these						false


			2372									LN			92			5			false			 5              proposed rules.  From July 5th						false


			2373									LN			92			6			false			 6              through July 30th will be the						false


			2374									LN			92			7			false			 7              timeframe with possible						false


			2375									LN			92			8			false			 8              legislative oversight committee						false


			2376									LN			92			9			false			 9              hearings could occur.  August						false


			2377									LN			92			10			false			10              20th will be the final rule						false


			2378									LN			92			11			false			11              publishing and Louisiana Register						false


			2379									LN			92			12			false			12              and the effective date of the new						false


			2380									LN			92			13			false			13              rules should they go forward.						false


			2381									LN			92			14			false			14                  So that kind of gives us a						false


			2382									LN			92			15			false			15              timeline of those activities.						false


			2383									LN			92			16			false			16              Are there any questions by any of						false


			2384									LN			92			17			false			17              the board members concerning the						false


			2385									LN			92			18			false			18              proposed timeline? Any questions						false


			2386									LN			92			19			false			19              from the public? With that, I						false


			2387									LN			92			20			false			20              will invite the secretary to give						false


			2388									LN			92			21			false			21              comments.						false


			2389									LN			92			22			false			22                  MR. PIERSON:						false


			2390									LN			92			23			false			23                  I just, for the record, want						false


			2391									LN			92			24			false			24              to make sure that we correctly						false


			2392									LN			92			25			false			25              identified things.  I do have a						false
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			2394									LN			93			1			false			 1              copy of a letter from St. Mary						false


			2395									LN			93			2			false			 2              Parish dated 15 May regarding the						false


			2396									LN			93			3			false			 3              ITEP rule changes in which St.						false


			2397									LN			93			4			false			 4              Mary Parish in general sports the						false


			2398									LN			93			5			false			 5              changes to the ITEP rule process						false


			2399									LN			93			6			false			 6              but I think they want to clarify						false


			2400									LN			93			7			false			 7              their position they do not						false


			2401									LN			93			8			false			 8              support but recommend changes for						false


			2402									LN			93			9			false			 9              consideration.  I will also note						false


			2403									LN			93			10			false			10              that we have received a few more						false


			2404									LN			93			11			false			11              letters this morning.  I continue						false


			2405									LN			93			12			false			12              to log those letters into our						false


			2406									LN			93			13			false			13              system.  We will make them						false


			2407									LN			93			14			false			14              available via PDF, and that						false


			2408									LN			93			15			false			15              inventory I anticipate will						false


			2409									LN			93			16			false			16              continue to grow through the						false


			2410									LN			93			17			false			17              closure of the written comment						false


			2411									LN			93			18			false			18              period on 22 June, but I just						false


			2412									LN			93			19			false			19              wanted the record to correctly						false


			2413									LN			93			20			false			20              reflect the position of St. Mary						false


			2414									LN			93			21			false			21              Parish.						false


			2415									LN			93			22			false			22                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2416									LN			93			23			false			23                  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.						false


			2417									LN			93			24			false			24              With that, I don't know if we						false


			2418									LN			93			25			false			25              need a motion for adjournment but						false
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			2423									LN			94			4			false			 4                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2424									LN			94			5			false			 5                  Made by Mr. Jones.  Seconded						false


			2425									LN			94			6			false			 6              by Mr. Miller.  All in favor						false


			2426									LN			94			7			false			 7              indicate with an aye.						false


			2427									LN			94			8			false			 8                  ALL BOARD MEMBERS:						false


			2428									LN			94			9			false			 9                  Aye.						false


			2429									LN			94			10			false			10                  MR. WINDHAM:						false


			2430									LN			94			11			false			11                  All opposed with a nay.						false


			2431									LN			94			12			false			12              Motion carries.  Thanks again for						false


			2432									LN			94			13			false			13              everyone turning up today.						false


			2433									LN			94			14			false			14						false


			2434									LN			94			15			false			15   (Whereupon the meeting was adjourned at 10:37						false


			2435									LN			94			16			false			16   a.m.)						false
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